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Welcome to another edition of e-news (normally at this time of year I’d call it the ‘Summer Edition’, but 
looking out at the pouring rain just now I’m hesitating to say it!), giving information on events and resources 
specifically from the Mission & Discipleship Council.  

If introduced to e-news by someone else forwarding it to you, please contact us and we will add you to the 
distribution list.  If you would prefer to be removed from the list, please e-mail ‘UNSUBSCRIBE E-NEWS’ to 
sreeves@cofscotland.org.uk 

Conferences and Events

INSIDE OUT is a series of retreats taking place at various venues throughout the Highlands and Islands 
during 2012.  The purpose is to encourage growth in our inner lives in ways that will transform and empower 
our outer lives.  The retreats will include times of meditation on scripture, reflection on our own and others’ 
experiences of life and faith, times of prayer and worship.

1. Adventures in Worship is the theme of retreats led by Graham Fender-Allison (Worship Development 
Officer) and Jenny Williams (until recently Chaplain to the Christian Fellowship of Healing).

‘Ministers think that people come to church to listen to sermons.  They don’t.  They come to church to pray 
and to learn to pray.’  So wrote author of The Message, Eugene Peterson.  It is in prayer and worship that 
we find out who we are and who we might become.  It is from God that we derive our outer purpose and our 
inner peace –  our doing and our being, our mission and our discipleship.  During this retreat, through 
discussion, silence and space, we will seek to refocus, not just our prayer lives, but our whole lives, on our 
God.

Saturday 8 September, 10.30am–3.30pm, The Mission Hall, North Kessock.
Friday 14 September, 7–9pm, West Church Hall, Dornoch.
Other dates and venues to follow……

2. Letters from John will be the theme of some retreats led by Steve Aisthorpe (Mission Development 
Worker) and Merryn Glover (Author).

‘I have made this letter longer, because I have not had time to make it shorter’, wrote French philosopher 
Blaise Pascale.  The apostle John could almost have said the opposite about his epistles.  While they are 
brief, they contain the distillation of a lifetime’s reflection upon the teaching of Jesus and apply it to specific 
situations.  He wrote at a time when the church was vulnerable and faced multiple challenges.  But what do 
they have to say to the challenges we face today?  How might John’s inspired wisdom speak into our lives 
and into the lives of our congregations and communities?  This retreat will include guided personal reflection 
and prayer, interactive activities, worship and sharing.

Saturday 27 October, 10.30am–3.30pm, Inshes Church, Inverness.
Other dates and venues to follow……

There is no charge for these retreats.  Tea/coffee will be provided and people are asked to bring their own 
lunch for the day ones.  Pre-registration is required, with places limited to 25 (and are beginning to fill up!) 
To register, please contact Sheila Reeves on sreeves@cofscotland.org.uk or 0131 225 5722 ext 2239.  If 
Sheila is unavailable, please ask to speak to someone else in the M&D Admin Team.

MISSION SHAPED MINISTRY  This one-year, part-time course is designed to help people develop practical 
knowledge and skills which will help them engage their community with the Gospel.  It has been developed 
through Fresh Expressions (www.freshexpressions.org.uk) in partnership with various denominations, with 
the Church of Scotland involved on a less formal basis to date.  A ‘fresh expression’ of church is described 
as “a form of church for our changing culture, established primarily for the benefit of people who are not yet 
members of any church”.  
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Individuals or teams, leaders and members, clergy and lay people learn side by side in the sessions to make 
msm a major contributor to lay and ordained ministry training.  There is an advertisement for the course at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=v65DGchp2Jc  At the end of the 2010/11 msm course in Edinburgh, Prof John 
Drane did some interviews with participants which are available to view at www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dniYV6JURyc and give a good description of what participants felt they had got out of the course.  Course 
content includes ‘The mission of God’, ‘Vision and values’, ‘Gospel and culture’, ‘Evangelism, discipleship, 
leadership and team roles’, ‘Spirituality, worship and the sacraments’, ‘How to keep going when things get 
tough’, and ‘What is Church’?  
A new course is beginning on 8 September (until 15 June 2013), Granton Parish Church, Edinburgh.  Cost: 
£100 per person, which covers all materials, refreshments and the weekend away.  For further details, 
contact the Course Convener, Rev Dr Fiona Tweedie, on fjtweedie@yahoo.co.uk To book, contact Anna 
Reid on 0131 225 5722 or areid@cofscotland.org.uk or online at www.missionshapedministry.org 

RUSSIA:  LESSONS & LEGACY – The Alexander Men Conference 2012 will look at the life and creative 
theology of Alexander Men, an inspiring Russian Christian thinker who was murdered by extremists.  In 
2000, Dr Donald Smith, Director of the Scottish Storytelling Centre, went on a pilgrimage to the scene of the 
murder as an act of witness calling for justice for Men and his family.  Men’s inclusive vision of Orthodoxy 
relates directly to the early Scottish missionary saints who are connected with Moffat –  St Mungo and St 
Ninian – whose commemorative day falls in the same weekend.  Dr Smith will begin the conference with ‘A 
Hundred Thousand Welcomes – Introducing Scotland’s Character and Culture’  following which some short 
films on the life of Fr Alexander Men will be screened.  The programme will be interactive throughout –  a 
weekend of dialogue, debate and discussion.  14–16 September, Moffat House Hotel.  For further 
information and to book, contact Sarah Mathieson on 01896 800720 or sarah@vantageevents.co.uk or visit 
http://www.alexandermenconference.com/ 

WHY BELIEVE?  Bookings are coming in for the second conference, which aims to equip and encourage 
church members to ‘give a reason for the faith’ that is in them in the context of the challenges to belief and 
witness in the contemporary world.  The conference will focus on practical outworking of witness in real life 
situations, such as work, social media and so on.  The format is primarily practical –  a keynote address 
followed by a series of workshops with the emphasis on participation, helping people to address the 
questions they are wrestling with.

How can I say it? – sharing faith in a post-modern age.  27 October, 10am–4pm, Queen’s Park Church 
of Scotland, 170 Queen’s Drive, Glasgow G42 8QZ.  Keynote Speaker is Jeremy Begbie, theologian, 
musician and professor at Duke University, USA.  Delegates can attend three workshops from the following:
Faith in the Workplace  Led by Ruth Walker, Mission Scotland.
Faith and Social Media  Led by Stewart Cutler, Children and Youth Development Officer for the URC Synod 
of Scotland.
Faith and Film  Led by Jolyon Mitchell, Director of the Edinburgh University Centre for Theology and Public 
Issues.
Faith and Using Print Media  Led by Lynne McNeill, Editor of Life and Work.
Faith and Learning Difficulties  Led by Ivy Blair of Prospects Scotland
Faith and Using the Bible Imaginatively  Led by Pauline Hoggarth, writer and facilitator of Bible reading in 
different cultures.

Conference fee is £15.  Tea & Coffee will be provided, but please bring your own packed lunch.  (Crèche 
facilities cannot be offered.)  Pre-booking is essential, by the deadline date of 19 October.  Please 
contact Sheila Reeves on sreeves@cofscotland.org.uk or 0131 225 5722 ext 2239 to request a Booking 
Form to pay by cheque; or call to book and pay by credit card.  If Sheila is unavailable, please ask to speak 
to someone else in the M&D Admin Team.
[See the Feedback section for a short report on the initial conference – What Can I Say? – held on 12 May, 
and details of how to purchase DVDs/CDs of some of the sessions.]

* * Booking is now open for the DIFFERENT VOICES National Music Event 15-16 March 2013 * *
St Cuthbert’s and St John’s churches at the west end of Princes Street, Edinburgh

Musicians, composers, children’s workers and anyone who uses music in the life and work of the church are 
invited to come and take part in an event designed to inspire and enable music to be used in even more 
imaginative and effective ways.  Workshops will be run by people working nationally and locally, and include 
composers, writers and musicians working in the fields of Classical, Contemporary, Community and 
Children’s music.  Full details can be found by clicking here:  Music     for     Worship   
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We hope you will take some time to look over the contributions and consider coming along.  Please also let 
others know by forwarding the information to your networks, church or social groups.
Early bird rate:  £35 per person if booking up to and including 30 September 2012. 
Standard rate:  £40 per person if booking on or after 1 October 2012.
Some financial support may be provided for those who need it.  Please e-mail 
enquiriesDV@cofscotland.org.uk for details. 
Book here:  
http://www.madstuff.biz/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=51&Itemid=    or email 
enquiriesDV@cofscotland.org.uk if you have any questions about the event.

Scottish Storytelling Centre and Network
43–45 High Street, Edinburgh EH1 1SR

www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEEKLY EVENTS BULLETIN by clicking here:

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001DFR05IDUFUUaoAlv4ZIClA%3D%3D 

Resources

DIFFERENT VOICES is an online magazine about church music in Scotland, produced by the Mission & 
Discipleship Council.  It is for all those who sing in choirs, congregations and praise groups, play organs or 
other instruments, and all who plan, lead and choose music and hymns for worship.  The price is £4 per 
issue and details of how to order can be found here: 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/music_for_worship  This new format allows the readership to be 
easily networked, mp3 files and videos of new music to be embedded into the magazine and external 
resources linked directly to it, allowing the reader to change font size to suit and even use voice reading 
software for the blind (via pdf reader programmes).  The main advantage is user-generated content, ie the 
ability for readers to make contributions, comment on existing articles, ask hard questions and share 
practical ideas with one another.  This opportunity for interaction is a new and exciting way of experiencing 
‘Different Voices’!  Further enquires can be made to Anna Reid, Senior Administrator for the Faith 
Expression Team, on 0131 225 5722 ext 2359, or areid@cofscotland.org.uk 

FUTURE FOCUS: a way forward for congregations  Future Focus is a facilitated resource.  General 
information is available to download at Future     Focus     information   but to request a facilitator please contact 
the Mission & Discipleship Council at mandd@cofscotland.org.uk

PREACHER PERSPECTIVES  New free preaching resources are available online!  A further two 
instalments of this popular series from Mission & Discipleship can be found on the Church of Scotland 
‘Worship’ pages here.  The Very Rev John Christie and the Rev Lynn McChlery offer insights and reflections 
from their experience of regular preaching.  We are very grateful to both of them for sharing so generously. 
Both of these articles and all other articles are free to download and share with anyone you know who is 
interested in creating and delivering sermons.  Comments or questions should be directed to Anna Reid, 
Senior Administrator for the Faith Expression Team, at areid@cofscotland.org.uk 

PRAY IT FORWARD  This popular initiative features an attractive collection of high quality credit-card sized 
cards carrying a range of blessings inspired from scripture, for churches and individuals to give away free to 
others.  The aim of the cards is to encourage and bless the recipient, and to encourage them to pray for, and 
bless, someone else in turn, ie to focus outward, and not just on what God can do for ME!  They are ideal for 
use in outreach, pastoral care and personal contexts (eg pop one in with each greetings card you send 
throughout the year).  Each box of 80 cards features an assortment of 8 different designs.  £5 per box, plus 
postage.  To order, visit www.madstuff.biz or email mandd@cofscotland.org.uk   

SCRIPTAID – help is at hand!  You probably know about the Scottish Storytelling Centre’s workshops and 
courses.  But do you know about the stories, sketches and drama scripts produced by the Centre for 
congregational use in worship (without copyright charges)?  
The average cost of an item is £5, including a 50p/£1 postage charge.  For a link to the full range, visit 
http://scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk/network/scottish_storytelling_church_faith.asp#resource for descriptions of over 
100 items.  These include stories for use in education and worship, as well as sketches and dramas.  
Also available is the Art of the Parish learning resource to support worship leaders, which can be used by 
individuals or groups.  
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You can order and pay for items by phoning reception on 0131 556 9579.  If the phone is busy, e-mail your 
enquiry to reception@scottishstorytellingcentre.com  You can, of course, also inspect items at the Centre.  If 
you need advice on a script or story, want to develop something or have a script to contribute to Scriptaid, 
contact Donald@scottishstorytellingcentre.com  
One satisfied customer said, “We are one of the many churches without a minister at present.  I am sure 
more churches could share and benefit from your scripts.” 

SEEDS & ROOTS  This DVD tells the stories of seven ‘fresh expressions’ of church, most of which are not 
quite what are generally recognised as church yet, but the missional instinct of these pioneers is driving them 
on to plant new expressions of church in areas and among networks not presently being reached by our 
churches.  Discussion starters are included for use with Kirk Sessions, Bible Study groups or other small 
groups to see if they might feel called to consider a new expression of church where you are.  The DVD can 
also be shown during worship or in other public meetings simply to raise awareness of this important agenda 
for today, to inform and to encourage those who are interested in one of the ways God’s spirit is moving in 
our land.  £10.  To order, visit www.madstuff.biz/browse-resources/details/48/seeds-&-roots-dvd.html 
Three of the initiatives are featured in the report by John and Olive Drane –  ‘Reformed, Reforming, 
Emerging, and Experimenting’, a study in contextual theology reflecting the experiences of initiatives in 
emerging ministry being funded by the Church of Scotland – copies of which are available free of charge by 
contacting mandd@cofscotland.org.uk 

ST ANDREW PRESS:  SUMMER SALE BEGINS ON 9 JULY 2012
There will be bargains galore……  in theology, biblical studies and much more.  All sale prices are whilst 
stocks last.  Don’t miss out – sign up for email alerts, as email customers will be first to know when the sale 
goes live.  Sign up, browse and enjoy at…. www.standprewpress.com

STARTERS FOR SUNDAY offers a range of suggested material which can be used each week for 
individuals and congregations to develop.  Sometimes there may be background material to the readings, at 
other times it may be ideas for deepening prayer, or involving children, or using drama.  Musical suggestions 
are usually included.  For further information, visit www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/starters_for_sunday 

Coming Soon to Starters for Sunday:  Creation Time: Sustainable Energy (2 Sept – 14 Oct)
Worship Resources for seven Sundays, looking at issues of life, faith and climate change.  How do we begin 
to make new choices, and how do we sustain them?  How do we bring these issues before God?  What is 
the Bible calling us to?  Through prayers, sermon ideas, poetry and other resources we will look at one day 
of creation from the book of Genesis on each Sunday, and draw on other passages from throughout 
Scripture that will help leaders and ministers explore all of these issues in worship.  Whilst not being rooted 
in the lectionary, the resource will tie the lectionary passages in on occasion.  

WHY BELIEVE? is a resource to encourage the Scottish churches to provide a reasoned case for Christian 
belief (apologetics) amid the challenges and opportunities of today’s Scotland.  It brings together a group of 
Christians of different denominations, administered within the Mission & Discipleship Council, and also 
supported by ACTS (Action of Churches Together in Scotland).  To download the ‘What Can I Say?’ leaflet, 
giving brief responses to some things that people say about Christianity, click here:
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/5479/what_can_i_say.pdf  [See the Events 
section for details of an October conference and Feedback section for a report on the May conference.]
The group has created a new website, providing access to a wide range of resources, including text, audio 
and video clips.  “If you always wanted to know about God... but were afraid to ask”, visit 
www.godsearchscotland.org.uk

Rural Church

THE SCOTTISH CHURCHES RURAL GROUP now has a Facebook page.  To view and/or join, visit
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/churchesinruralscotland/ 

UNDERSTANDING RURAL DEPRIVATION is the title of a report written following an investigation of social 
deprivation in rural Church parishes, commissioned by the Rural Strategy Team and carried out by 
representatives of the geography departments of Dundee and St Andrews universities.  It provides an 
account of how social deprivation differs between rural and urban congregational areas, and how social 
deprivation varies within rural congregational areas.  
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Readers wishing to understand technical details of how congregational areas were identified, classified as 
either rural or urban and matched to government statistical ‘Data Zones’, should refer to the sister Technical 
Report.  To read both reports, visit
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/councils_committees_and_departments/mission_and_disciples
hip_council 

FEEDBACK / GOOD NEWS / HELP REQUIRED

CHURCHLESS FAITH  It seems that there are about a million committed Christians in the UK who are not 
involved in a local church.  The fastest growing part of the Christian community is probably the unaffiliated! 
And yet this remains something of a blind spot for the Church.

In 2012-13 our Mission Development Worker, Steve Aisthorpe, is leading a research project, ‘listening to – 
and learning from – Christians in the Highlands & Islands who are not engaged with a local congregation’. 
The first phase of this research will take the form of a series of in-depth interviews.  If you know Christians, 
living in the Highlands & Islands but not engaged with a local church – who might be willing to take part in a 
confidential interview – please contact Steve on  saisthorpe@cofscotland.org.uk or 07966 286617.

COUNTRY WAY is a magazine ‘for real people in the real countryside’, and the inspiring Christian work that 
is going on there.  It is useful, topical and a good read, complemented by beautiful photography.  Issues 
contain stories from the rural church, farming, the environment and communities; also thoughts and 
reflections, new worship material and information on resources and events.  Mission Development Worker in 
the north of Scotland – Steve Aisthorpe – had two articles published in recent editions:
At     the     End     of     the     Road    Stories from Sutherland (Issue 59, Feb–Apr 2012)
New     Life     in     Caithness    Stories from Caithness (Issue 60, May–Aug 2012)
Either click on the title to read each story individually, or visit 
http://www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/publications-and-resources/country-way/115-country-way-church-of-
scotland 

MISSION FORUM
Mission has an integral role within the public and spiritual role of the church in society at large.  This has a 
myriad of expressions, changing in its particular manifestation at different times and places in history; 
however, mission has remained at the heart of our understanding of church. 

From its formation in 2005 the Mission and Discipleship Council was charged by the General Assembly with 
the remit to hold mission before the church, which it has sought to do through the work of the Mission Forum. 
Following the review of the whole Council’s work in 2009-2010, the Mission Forum has been discussing the 
nature and expression of mission in Scotland in the current cultural climate.  The Mission Forum is made up 
of a range of people from relatively diverse backgrounds in terms of life experience and theological tradition. 
The discussions thus far have been lively and energetic, in a bid to conceptualise meaningfully what mission 
looks like in Scotland today.  We are currently exploring four stages: historical appraisal of mission in 
Scotland; brief overview of mission today; theological reflection on mission; and report and recommendations 
to the 2013 GA to further facilitate mission. 

Last year we invited you to take part in The Big Blether.  At this juncture in the work, the Forum is keen to 
hear from a range of expressions in the Church in order to provide a report that helpfully and accurately 
reflects mission in our day.  This will take the form of interviews and visits of different projects, churches and 
ministers.  We are keen to hear from you, particularly regarding:  how you understand mission, why you 
engage in it, what you hope to achieve, and the range and variety of missional engagement across the 
Church of Scotland. 

If you would like to be involved further in this conversation, please in the first instance send an email (with 
Mission Forum in the subject line) to mandd@cofscotland.org.uk with details of who you are and how we can 
contact you.  It may not be possible to visit or interview everyone, but we will be in touch with you in the near 
future. 

Many thanks – we look forward to hearing from you!
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‘WHAT CAN I SAY?’  Report on the Conference held on 12 May 2012 in Edinburgh
Keynote speaker Amy Orr-Ewing from the Zacharias Trust and Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics 
spoke most effectively on ‘What Can I Say? – commending faith in a sceptical age’, followed by a choice of 
workshops on some of the cultural challenges we face in communicating the Christian faith:  apathy, 
suffering, scientism, pluralism, materialism and illusions, eg ‘Christianity is the root of all evil’.  The day 
concluded with a plenary Q&A forum.
Delegates found the day both stimulating and helpful in equipping them to ‘give a reason for the hope’ that 
we have in Christ.  One lady had faithfully attended a Bible-teaching church for more than 40 years, but 
commented that she had never before heard how we could respond to the questions and objections that are 
commonly raised.  The aim of the day was to affirm that apologetics is not just some rarefied activity for a 
few theological PhD students, but that folk ‘in the pew’ can have the confidence to talk about their faith and 
tackle the difficult issues.
DVDs and Audio CDs of the Opening Session and some of the workshops are available for purchase.  See 
Order Form below.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
WHAT CAN I SAY?         DVD and Audio CD order form
This should be sent to Sheila Reeves, Mission & Discipleship Council, Church of Scotland, 121 George Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 4YN, with a cheque for the right amount payable to ‘The Church of Scotland’.   There are 
four options:
A   Two DVDs covering Keynote Address, Workshops led by Amy Orr-Ewing (“No God could allow this!” 
What can I say in an age of SUFFERING?)  & Colin Sinclair (“Christianity is the root of all evil!”  What can I 
say in an age of ILLUSIONS?) , and the Final Session.  Cost £10.
B1  CD for Keynote Address.  Cost £4.     
B2  CD for Amy Orr–Ewing Workshop.  Cost £4.
B3  CD for Colin Sinclair Workshop.  Cost £4.

NAME ………………………………………………………………………   EMAIL ……………………………………………………………

MAILING ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

I would like   A     B1     B2     B3      [circle as appropriate] and enclose a cheque for £ ……………….

Alternatively, you can call Sheila on 0131 225 5722 x2239 to order and pay by credit or debit card.
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