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C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  

Fabric Envelopes    
Dear Members, 
 

              Fabric Envelopes are given out with your Communion Card at each communion by your Elder. 
Your donations into the envelopes are for the upkeep of the church premises (the church, church halls and the 

manse). If you are a Taxpayer please ensure to put you name and address on the space provided allowing us to 

reclaim 25p in every pound of your donation. Thank you again for your continued support. 
Doreen Ross  ( F.W.O. and Gift Aid Convenor ) 

 

2020 

    As we sit, often ‘behind locked doors’, 

away from all the fabric of life which makes our 

lives busy, we are away also from the Fellowship 

of the Church and all that this brings to us in our 

Worship. So many of us miss the Service because 

it gives us such a boost which helps us through the 

week ahead.  Yet we know that God is always 

with us and cares for us.  

I was thinking about our situation this week 

when I was reading this chapter from John and the 

narrative of the Disciples in the “locked room”. 

They gathered in frightening and difficult circum-

stances, afraid of taking the risk of going out, not 

knowing if they would be next to be hurried away. 

There are similarities I am sure that you can see 

and we can fully sympathise with their plight, 

even more now than ever. Yet there was then and 

is now a wonderful message of comfort and peace.  

Jesus appeared to them, had entered the 

“locked room” and He gave them His peace. That 

is an amazing event which astonished the Disci-

ples at the time but it also strengthened them and 

gave them courage. I was reading Matthew 

Henry’s Commentary [a Victorian commentator 

and preacher] and his comment I think was most 

appropriate –  “it is a comfort to Christ’s Disci-

ples, when their solemn assemblies are reduced to 

privacy, that no door can shut out Christ’s pres-

ence from them”. 

                        Let me repeat that last bit.......  

    ‘NO DOOR CAN SHUT OUT CHRIST’S 

PRESENCE FROM THEM’.       
Is that not the most comforting statement and 

so true? Especially now when there are times 

when we feel low or just a little alone, that we 

know that nothing can prevent Jesus from finding 

us and coming along side each one of us. I really 

think that this is something to hold onto during our 

time of crisis. 

Yet Jesus did more than simply appear to the 

Disciples, He brought them His Peace, the Peace 

which is beyond all understanding [John 14 : 27] a 

Peace in their hearts; a Peace with each other; a 

Peace with God. They had been in disarray up un-

til then, afraid and trying to work out what had 

happened. Now they were quietened, restored and 

renewed, ready for what they had yet to face in the 

world. 

Jesus brings His Peace to our hearts, Peace 

to our minds, Peace to one another, a Peace which 

is not describable but which also quietens, restores 

and renews. I pray that as you read this and draw 

closer to God that you will experience that Peace 

which only the Lord can give. 
 

May the Lord Bless you and Keep you. 
 

                                 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you!”                       (John 20: v 19) Dear Friends, 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

A letter of support sent to the Moderator from Prince William   

can be viewed on Page 11 & on the Church of Scotland Web-site. 
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Cumbernauld :Condorrat Parish Church 

Minister 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders  BD. 
(Tel. 01236 452090)  

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Anne Russell 
Tel: 01236 611087 

(annerussell2003@blueyonder.co.uk) 

Family Development Worker 

Mrs Susan Boland 
(SBoland@churchofscotland.org.uk) 

 

Monday 
 

       BB Anchor Section                Hall  6.30pm. 
       Choir                                Church  7.00pm. 
 

Tuesday 
 

   Girls’ Brigade             
                    Explorers                 Hall   6.30pm. 
   Juniors & Brigaders                 Hall   7.30pm. 
 

Wednesday  
 

  The Guild (alternate weeks)    Hall   7.30 pm. 
  

Thursday  
 

    Boys’ Brigade 
       Junior Section                     Hall   7.30 pm. 
      Company Section                 Hall   7.30 pm. 
  

Normal Weekly Diary 

CLERK to THE BOARD 
 

Mrs Christine Macphail    Tel: 728990  
 

TREASURER 
 

Mrs Ann Kenny                Tel: 732377 
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr John Newlands           Tel: 732632 
 

FABRIC CONVENOR 

Mr Gordon Bennie           Tel: 734637 
 

FWO & GIFT AID ADMINISTRATOR 
 

        Mrs Doreen Ross               Tel: 728160 

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

HALLS LETTING 
 

 Mrs Elizabeth Hutton       Tel: 07502 457198 

Mrs Elizabeth McLean     Tel: 07840 958133 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS 
 

   Mr Alistair Robertson            Tel:   734905 

Mrs Elizabeth Masterton          Tel:  723492  
 

CHURCH OFFICER 

Mr John Graham        Tel: 611222 
 

Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship  &  Sunday School   
are suspended until further notice     

 
   

Communion  Services:  1st Sun  in  March;  June;  September;  &  December  at 11am.    

 

Sunday Services 
 
 

May 2020 
  

The Church of  Scotland 
have decreed that all Church 
Services be cancelled until 
further notice.  

All Organisations and Hall 
Lets have been put ‘on hold’ 
for the time being. 
    

The Kirk Session 

Tel:723492


* * * * * 

(Author unknown) 
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CHRISTIAN AID          Give, Act, Pray 

Advice for Christian Aid Week   10-16th May 
 

Many of you may have been planning 
house-to-house collections and events. How- 
ever under the current circumstances, sadly, 
house-to-house collections and delivery-only  
collections should not go ahead.   
 Instead, Christian Aid Week is moving online!  
We are building a vibrant and virtual Christian 
Aid Week so you can take part with our online 
community. We would love you to join in to  
show love for our neighbours near and far, as a 
global family. 
 

During Christian Aid Week 
    

       It’s more important than ever that we come 
together as a community to worship and to 
share fun and fellowship. That’s why during 
Christian Aid Week we will be live-streaming 
worship each day, and hosting a fun daily quiz 
to join  and raise funds.  
Sign up using the links below to take part. 

info@christian-aid.org  

Hello my Friends, 
As we know life has changed considerably for all of us 

these past weeks and all I can say is that I hope you are all 
safe and well. As I write this short piece for the Parish News 
we are into our fourth week of “lockdown”.  Who would have 
thought at Christmas that we would be unable to celebrate 
Easter as we would normally. It was certainly a very different 
Easter but thanks to the television, social media and internet 
services I hope most of you managed to celebrate one way or 
another.  

With the Church in lockdown and nothing taking place    
I have no “Kirk Session” News to report, although when 
things do return to “normal” I am sure there will be many  
updates. Meantime enjoy the lovely weather, catch up on   
doing things you have been putting off doing and reading  
that book you have been meaning to read for ages.  

I leave you with the quote -  
“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery,  

today is a gift of God, which is why we call it the present”. 
 

God Bless you all, stay safe and well 

Anne Russell 
(Session Clerk) 

mailto:info@christian-aid.org
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The Social Committee          May  2020 
 

   Unfortunately, due to this ongoing crisis,  

ALL EVENTS which we have  organised are 

cancelled  until further notice.  
  We are so sorry about this but we must follow 

all church guidelines.   
 

                           Thank You.......Everyone, 

              Margaret McCallum (Social Convener) 

 (07799 281876)  

* * * * * 

The Sunday School                   May 2020 
  

In line with all Church Organisations, and due to the COVID 19 

Virus we are not meeting until further notice. 
   

                       Keep safe 

Lesley Freeland 
 (SS Leader-in-charge) 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

Information received  

                        from the Church of Scotland 
 

 

I have received an email from the Church of 
Scotland about ‘scamming’. They now have evi-
dence of incidents where organised crime has 
targeted Church of Scotland Office Bearers us-
ing a type of attack known as “spear phishing”. 
Online Banking is particularly vulnerable. 

I wish you to know that we do not use Online 
Banking for the Church Accounts.   

 The full information, running to several 
sheets, has been issued to the signatories but, if 
you would like to see a copy, please let me know. 

Ann Kenny 

The  GUILD                      May 2020 
  
   

     All Guild Meetings are  

suspended until further notice.  

 Please keep in touch with each 

other if you can by telephone,  

e-mail or Skype. 
I recently posted cards to most 

members just to keep in touch as it 
seems so long since we last met.       

Unfortunately, our Guild register's not 

up to date and several addresses are 
missing. So I'd like to say to anyone not 

getting a card "you've not been forgot-

ten, we just don't know where you live".  
Looking forward to being together 

again in the not too distant future. 
 

Hoping you're all still well and safe. 
 

Lesley Freeland 
 (Tel: 734930) 

The light shines in the darkness 
And the darkness has not overcome it.         

John  1:5.  

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 

    May 2020                                  

Hi Everyone,  
All meetings of The Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades are   

Suspended until further notice.   
 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your support and hope  

you keep safe at this difficult and trying time. 
Check us out though on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      
//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk 

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com 

 1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
http://www.http;/1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk
mailto:first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com


Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 
 

      However, it would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any 

member who has been hospitalised.  Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full 

Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.  It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office

-bearer can be informed of any members admitted to a particular Care Home. 

Church Register 

Deaths:             “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

April 2020 
 

      10th.          Tommy Simpson                      of    (Rannoch Lodge) Condorrat             
 

      18th.  Ellen Young *                                     of        Condorrat  
 

      18th.  William Bulloch *                              of        Condorrat  
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The Fellowship/Prayer Group                                              May  2020 
 

The Group are not meeting until further notice. 
 

Prayer requests should be made to me by letter or telephone.. 
    

 ‘To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.’ 

    
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

   

  Valerie Armstrong        
(Tel:  737777) 

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth; 

rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

                                           2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

 

Lord, thou knowest me better than I know 

myself; that I am growing old and someday will 

be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking 

that I must say something on every subject and 

on every occasion. Release me from craving to 

straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make me 

thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not 

bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems 

a pity not to use it all, but thou knowest Lord 

that I want a few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind free from the recital of end-

less details; give me wings to get to the point. 

Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They 

are increasing and love of rehearsing them is 

becoming sweeter as the years go by. I dare not 

ask for Grace enough to enjoy the tales of oth-

ers pains, but help me endure with patience. 

I dare not ask for improved memory but 

for a growing humility, and a lessening of 

cocksureness when my memory seems to clash 

with the memories of others. Teach me the glo-

rious lesson that occasionally I may be mis-

taken. Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not 

want to be a Saint (some are so hard to live 

with) but  sour old person is one of the crown-

ing works of the Devil. 

Give me the ability to see good things in 

unexpected places, and talents in unexpected 

people. And give me the Grace to tell them so. 

Amen  

A 17th Century Nun’s Prayer 

Check the CONDORRAT blog on 

our website or at   

www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

Any Holiday which starts with a 'Good  Friday'    
             can't be all bad. 

The Church of  Scotland has Cancelled 
this year’s General Assembly  

which was to open on 16th May 2020. 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects, there will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 

 "Be faithful in small things because it is in them 
that your strength lies."     - Mother Teresa  

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
https://www.crosswalk.com/video/these-5-quotes-from-mother-teresa-will-make-your-heart-soar.html


Hello Everyone, 

     Have you seen the dandelions recently? 
Have the bright white and yellow daisies caught 
your eye? I’ve been trying to take a walk most days 
as my daily exercise during this Covid19 Lock-
down and although I do go for walks in normal 
times I have never been so aware of the changing 
signs of nature. 

 One day I walked past an expanse of dirty 
greenish grass, and a few days later there was a 
patch of daisies brightening it up. It cheered me up 
to see them. The same thing happened when I 
passed a clump of dandelions another day. They 
shone bright yellow so I could see the rings of tiny 
petals that made up the flower head. ( I might not 
be so happy when the seed heads start to blow all 
over the garden, but that’s for another day!) 

The trees are suddenly changing from dull 
grey to bright green and birds seem to be singing 
louder and longer this Spring. They don’t know 
we are on Lockdown. 

I don’t think  that weeds, as I would previ-
ously have thought of them, or the birdsong is any 
different from any other year, but now I am look-
ing at things differently.  

Like lots of you I have probably done more 
cleaning and tidying in the house than previously 
and spending more time in the garden than before, 
making me more aware of what’s around me. I ap-
preciate the flowers that are popping up because I 
have more time to look at them. 

I know from the constant reminders on tele-
vision and radio and whatever programme you put  
on, how difficult life is for lots of people and how 
tragic it has been for many families. It’s not just in 
this country, but all over the world. I know that 
the Pandemic is not over, and there will be sad 
days to  come, but out of all this I feel that I have 
gained something. I am thankful for the small 
things that have given me pleasure and hope that 
this gratitude will stay with me even when the 
emergency is over. 

Stay safe and keep well until we can join to-

gether again in the church, 
 

  

and please keep the church  
         and our work in your prayers, 

 
Christine MacPhail 

Clerk to the Board  

 Notes from.....The Clerk to the Congregational Board                        May  2020 
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FAY ARCHIBALD 
 

It was with great sadness that we heard of 
the passing of our dear friend and a Friend to 
many, Mrs. Fay Archibald, a strong supporter of 
the church here in Condorrat and a very Chris-
tian lady whose faith shone out like a beacon of 
light. Fay has been a long-standing member of 
the church in Westfield before they all moved to 
Condorrat.   She was an Elder; a Guild member; 
she had run the House Group in Westfield, and 
was an encouragement to many. She also at-
tended many Study Days and was always keen to 
learn as much as she could while taking the op-
portunity to support others in the groups. 

Fay was well known in Westfield and had 
many good friends and good neighbours and she 
was a good friend and neighbour to many and she 
will be sadly missed by all who knew her. She 
had an uncanny ability to quote the Bible at the 
drop of a hat and could punctuate any discussion 
with a most appropriate verse from the Bible. It 
is very sad that we could not say farewell in the 
church as she was such a faithful attender, always 
so smartly dressed, always with a cheerful smile  

and a kind word. As a very strong advocate 
of Prayer Fay was a stalwart of the Prayer Group 
through the years, and so faithful up until two 
years ago when her health began to fail. 

She was a Guide Captain for 40 years in 
Westfield, which she loved and her legacy lies in 
all the young people she encouraged. I am sure 
that we all have wonderful memories of Fay and 
her faithful Service to the church. When we come 
together again, we shall have a Memorial Service 
for her, when all Family and Friends can come 
together to remember her and share their stories 
of her. 

Fay is at peace now and with the Lord. 
Jesus promised that He would return for His own 
and lead them to His Father’s House and He has 
done so. She is now in the kindly care of God and 
when she does meet her Lord what would He say 

to her but, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’. 

  
May she rest in peace, 

and may light eternal shine upon her. 

                                                AMEN 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

And so Lord, where do I put my hope?  
My only hope is in You.                  

Psalm 39:7. 

"God loves each of us  
             as if there were only one of us” – Augustine  



Articles for Parish News are welcome  
from ALL the Congregation. 
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 
 

 I’m sure, like many (if not all) church folks, I 
felt bereft when the Church of Scotland followed the 
advice of our Government and strongly advised all 
churches to close their buildings to public gatherings.  
I personally had the wind taken out of my sails and it 
took me a good 10 days to 2 weeks to gather my 
thoughts, in not only my Ministry but also my life, as 
I was raised in the Christian Church . I have never 
experienced  churches closed at a time of crisis.  If the 
Church was ever needed it’s a time such as this.  My 
mother, and her contemporaries, cannot get her heads 
round it either, with churches being places of Sanctu-
ary – not closed during national challenges.  When we 
are allowed to open our buildings, the Church of Scot-
land, along with the other denominations will need to 
work extra hard to establish a grounding after being 
such a long time away from people who habitually 
attend Sunday Worship, as well as in attracting those 
new to Church and the Christian Faith.   

Many of us are on the Internet or have access to 
it through our mobile ‘phone devices, and many have 
now found a way to ‘face time’ or ‘Skype’ and gener-
ally keep in touch with loved ones and friends - yet 
it’s not the same as physically seeing the person.  
“Going out for coffee” now means something quite 
different from it did only a matter of weeks ago.  
Now, we use ‘Zoom’ or ‘Skype’, sitting in our own 
homes, coffee in hand, talking to our friends on com-
puter screens.   

I’ve learned a great deal over the last several 
weeks.  Matt and I have learned to ‘Face Time’ so we 
can see and talk to our grandson, Alfie who’s now 7 
months old.  I’ve also learned how to record short 
Worship Services and download them to the Abron-
hill Parish Church ‘Face Book’ page.  That famous 
quotation from “To A Louse” comes to mind – “O wad 
some Power the gift tae gie us, tae see oorsel’s as others see 
us” as I have begun to witness all my own little facial 
tics and idiosyncrasies when I record myself on my 
laptop camera! This is a public ‘Face Book’ page 
which I administer so any can input the title 
‘Abronhill Parish Church’ to access it.  It is updated 
with daily Scripture readings and prayers, as well as 
‘YouTube’ clips.  Condorrat’s Website has also been 
updated with Rev. Grace Saunders giving a daily 
‘Thought for the Day’  together with prayers, etc. I 
know many of us value this. 

Many other churches have now found ways of 
keeping in contact with their Congregation members 
as well as their Communities through the use of elec-
tronic devices.  I’m not advocating these per se, but 
God uses whatever is there to reach people with His 
Love.  

 

Susan Boland 

 

The following is an extract from a story written 
anonymously on the original schooner Malcolm Miller 

while sailing across the North Atlantic. 
 

    'The Voyage of the Miller'  
  

When evening had come, he said 

to them, Let us go across to the other 
side'. And leaving the crowd, they took 

him with them just as he was, in the 

boat. And other boats were with him.       
And a great storm of wind arose, and the waves 

beat into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 

But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion.                                                    
Mark 4:35-38. 

 

‘.....and the waves beat into the boat, so that the 

boat was already filling. But he was in the stern asleep 

on the cushion’.  
   Yet can it be that he who drives the sea sails with us?   

Has he shared the storm and all its alarms and now 

sleeps in the stern without worry, without fear? Who is 
he that sleeps in the face of fury? Can this be the one 

who has power over the storm? Can this be the one 

who can still the waves, who has power over life it-
self?  

Lord, forgive me for living my life as if you were 

not present. For trusting in my own strength and not 

yours. Teach me to trust you, especially when the jour-
ney seems difficult and hard. Give me peace that can-

not be disturbed by the fiercest storm. Give me the 

knowledge that no matter how many problems may 
strew the way ahead, You, who have the power to still 

the storm, can bring strength and stillness into my life.  

  

O Lord, in this storm (Covid 19) which the 

world is facing, we are all touched by the loss of 

life affecting every country. We can only put our 

faith and trust in YOU, and ask that you lay your 

healing hands on each and everyone.      

    Trust in the risen Lord, for he is with us all,  

                                           until the end of time. 
                                                                             Amen. 
 

Gordon Ross 

     Mum, Dad, Craig and I, along with the rest of 
our Family ‘Thank’ everyone for their kind cards, 

comments and thoughts received at the passing of my 

Dad, Willie (Bill) Bulloch. They have meant so much 

to all of us.  
    Dad’s funeral is at Camelon Crematorium on 

4th May and the Service will be streamed for any 

who wish to say a prayer or just ‘see him on his way’. 
    Again, a big THANK YOU from us all, and 

please try and Stay Safe. 

Mark Bulloch 



  Shopping   ‘Online’? 
 
 

Do it with  ‘Easyfundraising’ ? 
 

   A great way to make money for our Church—
with no fees! 

    Just find  Easyfundraising on ‘Google’ etc. and 
register; name  Condorrat Parish Church as your 
‘cause’ ; and when you shop go into  Easyfundraising’  
and  hit ‘Go Shopping’. 
                For  help contact  Margaret McCallum  
                                                    or Susan Gibson 

* * * * * 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 

Well, we are living in strange times and I’m 
sure you don’t need me to tell you that. It’s diffi-
cult to believe everything you hear on TV and 
radio……… some say this, some say that, and the 
rest is up to you. 

One of the things that I have noticed, is how 
friendly everyone has been, out walking with the 
dog or just a wee wander, meeting people (2 me-
ters apart of course) no complaints, just friendly 
banter.  

We don’t normally hear children out play-
ing as they normally tend to stay indoors with 
their electronic devices, but as I write this report, 
I can hear them shouting, bouncing on their 
trampolines with screams of delight. This is one 
of the hidden treasures amongst today’s problems 
and I like to think we can find other hidden treas-
ures in our daily lives; birds singing in the morn-
ing sunshine,; no planes overhead; a sense of 
peace as you do you daily walk; and Mother Na-
ture bursting into life. 

The Staff of all three Sections have been in 
contact with Parents/Carers with information 
from BBHQ which has been busy producing 
#BBatHOME, updated each month with activities 
for the Boys to do, including arts, crafts, chal-
lenges, games and much more. Our Anchor Boys 
have responded well with their endeavors, making 
Easter hats, decorating eggs and creating pictures 

and collages of Easter Bunnies - all very colourful 
and interesting. I would like to thank the Parents 
and Staff for encouraging our families to take part 
helping keep The Boys Brigade movement ‘alive 
and kicking’. 

While  checking the church premises the 
other day, it looked a wee bit bleak so I obtained 
permission to produce an ‘Easter painting’.  

On the notice board outside the church you 
will find a painting, which was taken from a 
poster in Campsie Parish Church (Grace will re-
member this,) and I commented that I would like 
to paint it someday - and now here it is! I will 
take it down after Easter and replace it with a 
painting of Noah’s Ark, with the Rainbow, which 
has been picked up as a symbol of ‘Hope’ for many 
people.  

Finally, there is a particular song which has 
been rattling round my head for the past few 
weeks- 

 

We have an Anchor that keeps the soul, 
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 
Fastened to the rock which cannot move, 

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 
 

Stay Home, Stay Safe,  
 

Andrew Eadie    

                          (Company Captain) 
 

        Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                           
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com 

www.http;//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk 

KEEP SCOTLAND TIDY 

STAY   AT   HOME! 

On a teenager’s T-shirt..... 

Nobody knows  
the trouble I’ve been 

After constantly being asked to drive her    
teenage son everywhere a mother said, 
     ‘What do you think God gave you legs for?’ 
His instant reply was, 
  ‘One for the accelerator and one for the brake’. 

Etiquette 

Social tact is making your company feel at 

home, even though you wish they were. 

Innocence               
  Jennifer aged four, was entertaining the minister 

while mummy was making a cup of tea.  
 

Minister:  'Do you say your prayers every night?'   

Jennifer:   'Oh, no, mummy says them for me'   . 
Minister:  'Oh, indeed.... 

                           and what does mummy say?'  

Jennifer:   'Thank God you're in bed!' 

* * * * * 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains 

Tax, which is annually at least equal to the Tax which 

the Congregation, and other Charities to which you 

make Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the financial 

value of your ‘gifts’ for that year.   
  Gift Aid Declaration Forms or further informa-
tion is available from our Gift Aid Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 
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*
 *

 *
 *

 *
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Treasurers Report                                                                                                               May  2020 
 

Dear Everyone,                  
As I said in last month's “Parish News”, in these very uncertain times, the top priority for everyone 

must be to keep safe and well and I still believe that. That is why, as the situation in the country is still uncer-
tain, I find it difficult to write an article about Finance. However, I think it is important that you are aware of 
what is happening regarding the finances of our Church and what the Church of Scotland are suggesting to 
Treasurers.  

Last month, I mentioned that our Annual Accounts had been sent to Falkirk Presbytery. They were 
returned, stamped, meaning that they had been approved. One stamped copy was then sent to the Church of 
Scotland in Edinburgh and another to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator, OSCR, along with the 
form which has to be completed each year.  
 

I received this recently: 
 

"Message to Treasurers from A McDowall, Deputy Treasurer - Congregational Finance – Church of Scotland. 
 

Standing Orders:  Whilst many of our members already give regularly by standing order, there may be scope to 
encourage others to do so in the current circumstances.  

 Freewill Offering Envelopes: If members are unable for whatever reason to make their offerings in any other 
way while buildings are closed then they should be encouraged to put their normal offering aside each week 
and then give the appropriate amount when buildings reopen. 

Reduce Expenditure:  It is important that expenses are reduced as much as possible. If halls are not being used 
by community groups then there may also be an opportunity to make other savings." 
 

My sincere ‘Thanks’ to everyone who donates by Standing Order and those of you who are putting 
money in your Freewill Offering envelope, weekly, to bring with you when we return to worshipping in the 
Sanctuary. I would encourage those of you who donate by way of placing an Offering in the Offering bag to 
similarly put your offering aside each week.  

If you wish to donate by Standing Order, please contact me or, if you prefer, you can deposit cash or pay in 
a cheque made payable to Condorrat Parish Church. If you require our bank details, please contact me 01236 
732377.  
 

At present, the amount being deposited each month is less than one third of our outgoings, even taking 
into account the fact that our heating and lighting expenditure will be reduced. Consequently, our bank bal-
ance is reducing substantially. We still have monthly Standing Orders and Direct Debits to pay. These are 
essential payments. I am aware that, when we are allowed to hold services, with your help, the bank balance 
will increase but I am highlighting the situation so that you appreciate how important it is to continue to sup-
port our Church financially. Costs of Services, which we do not require at the moment, are being suspended. 
When we are able to have two people sign the cheques, we shall have to refund a Hall Let Fee which was paid 
in advance, in addition to several smaller amounts. When we are once again able to use the Sanctuary, refunds 
will be requested for amounts paid in advance by us but the service not used. We cannot do this until we know 
how many weeks the Church is closed.  On a more positive note, we have received compensation from RBS 
because of a situation they created earlier this year causing us a considerable amount of work.  
 

A final word from A McDowall : 
 

"Please be assured that the advice which is being issued to congregations with regard to careful financial  

stewardship at this time is being adhered to within the national offices. Every effort is being made to  
contain costs and to continue to meet the Church's financial commitments in terms of supporting and  

sustaining ministry and mission throughout Scotland at this most challenging time. The work of the  

Church goes on and is needed." 
 

And from me...........Thank you for supporting our Church and helping to keep it going. 
 

May God Bless you. 
Ann Kenny   

 ‘I always imagined when I was a kid that adults had some 
kind of inner toolbox full of shiny tools; the saw of discern-
ment, the hammer of wisdom, the sandpaper of patience.  But 
then when I grew up, I found that life handed you these rusty 
bent old tools – friendships, prayer, conscience, honesty – and 
said, “Do the best you can with these, they will have to do”..... 
and mostly, against all odds, they're enough’. 

from Travelling Mercies by Anne Lamott  

    I hate graffiti –I hate all Italian food.! 

If you feel strongly about graffiti,  sign a partition. 

 

Alas poor yo
rliK, I knew him backwards. 

 

Graffiti 



  Next  ‘Parish News’           

All articles, reports, etc. for the ‘’June Issue’  

should be sent or  given to Taylor Logan  
  

We plan to continue publishing  at this time of                  

crisis and have it available on our Church Web-site 

or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com  

and perhaps by e-mail. 
Articles from the Congregation will be welcome at this time. 

Odd Notes to the Milkman (?) 
 

I've just had a baby,  

please leave another one. 

 

Please leave an extra pint  
of paralysed milk. 
 

Cancel one pint after the day after today. 
 

Milkman, please close the gate behind you     

because the  birds keep pecking the tops off   

the milk. 

 

Milkman, please could I have a loaf   
but not  bread today. 
 

Please cancel milk. I have nothing coming 

into  the  house but two sons on the dole. 

 

Sorry not to have paid your bill before, but my wife  
had  a baby and I've been carrying it around in my  
pocket for weeks. 
 

Sorry about yesterday's note. I didn't mean one 
egg and a dozen pints, but the other way round. 

   Relatives of Vincent Van Gogh? 
  

Verti Gogh .........His dizzy aunt   

Gotta Gogh ........The brother who loved prunes   

Lum Bay Gogh...The uncle with back pain  

A Mee Gogh........His Mexican cousin   
Gogo Gogh..........A sister who loved disco  

* * * * * * * * * * 

  A safety check would reveal that there 
isn’t a shopping trolley that does not 
have all four wheels working together.             
 All four are locked in stable directions 
-  three wheels want to shop and the 
other wants to go to the car park. 

‘Cheer up’, said one old worthy to his 
pal. ‘You have two chances - one of getting 
this disease and one of not. And if you get 
this disease you have two chances - one of 
dying and one of not....  And if you die? 
Well, you still have two chances.’ 

     This same old yin when asked to 
what he attributed his long life, replied 
‘Regular breathing. Once you have stopped 
breathing......... you’ve had it!’ 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Overheard -  

‘I’ll never be an old yin. To me, old age 

is always fifteen years older than I am.’ 
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The furnace tolls the nell of falling steam, 
The coal supply is virtually done, 

And at this price, indeed it does not seem 
As though we can afford another ton. 

Now fades the glossy cherished anthracite; 
The radiators lose their temperature: 
How ill avail, on such a frosty night, 

The ‘short and simple flannels of the poor’. 
 

Christopher Morely 

(Elegy Written in a Country Coal-bin, 1921) 

Parody: 

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

         This Pandemic has raised lots of those 
previously trivial household requirements to a 
level of panic-buying and not the 
least of these was      
         >>>TOILET PAPER<<<. 
 

Did you know?....... 
 

1. The first recorded use of toilet paper was in 
6th Century China. 
 

2. By the 14th Century, the Chinese government 
was mass-producing it. 
 

3.. Packaged toilet paper wasn't sold in the 
United States until 1857. 
 

4. Joseph Gayety, the man who introduced   
packaged toilet paper to the U.S. had his name 
printed on every sheet. 
 

5. Global toilet paper demand uses nearly  
30,000 trees every day. 
 

6. That's 10 million trees a year. 
 

7. It wasn't until 1935 that a manufacturer was 
able to promise Splinter-Free Toilet Paper. 

(Yikes!)  
 

8. Seven percent of Americans admit to stealing 

rolls of toilet paper in hotels. 
 

9. 70-75% of the world still doesn't use toilet 
paper because it is too expensive or there is not 
sufficient plumbing. 
 

10. The average roll has 333 sheets. 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com
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   Stay Safe - Stay at home 
 

 Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot work from home) 

 If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times 

 Wash your hands as soon as you get home 
Do not meet others, even friends or family. 

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms. 
 

   When am I allowed to leave the house? 
You should only leave the house for very limited purposes: 

 shopping for basic necessities, for example food and medicine, which must be as infrequent           

as possible 

 one form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk, or cycle - alone or with members of your 

household 

 any medical need, including to donate blood, avoid or escape risk of injury or harm, or to provide 

care or to help a vulnerable person 

 travelling for work purposes, but only where you cannot work from home 
 

   Can I go to the dentist, my GP or another medical appointment? 
You can leave home for medical appointments. 
GP practices may postpone non-urgent health checks or routine appointments. 
You should go to the doctor if there is an essential medical need. 
 

   Can I walk my dog / look after my horse? 
Yes – provided it is alone or with members of your household. 
People must stay at home as much as possible to reduce the spread of the virus. But you can also still 
go outside once a day for a walk, run, cycle. When doing this you must minimise the time you are out 
of your home and stay at least two metres away from anyone else that isn’t from your household. 
 

   Should I stay at home or go to work? 
You may travel for work purposes, but only where you cannot work from home. 
Certain jobs require people to travel to their place of work – for instance if they operate machinery, work 
in construction or manufacturing, or are delivering front line services such as train and bus drivers. 
 

   I’m not a critical worker and I can’t work from home. What should I do? 
If you cannot work from home then you can still travel to work. This is consistent with the Chief Medical 
Officer’s advice. 
Critical workers are those who can still take their children to school or childcare. This critical worker 
definition does not affect whether or not you can travel to work – if you are not a critical worker, you 
may still travel to work provided you cannot work from home. 

         Anyone who has symptoms or is in a household where someone has symptoms should not go to 

work and should self-isolate. 
 

   Can I visit elderly relatives? 
No, you should not be visiting family members who do not live in your home. 
You should keep in touch with them using phone or video calls. 
Where your relatives are elderly or vulnerable, you may leave your house to help them, for example by 
dropping shopping or medication at their door. You can also help them to order online. 
 

   Can I go out to help a vulnerable person? 
You can only provide support to vulnerable people if you fulfil all of the conditions below: 
 you are well and have no symptoms like a cough or high temperature and nobody in your       
household does 
 you are under 70 

 you are not pregnant 

 you do not have any long-term health conditions that make you vulnerable to coronavirus 
            If the answer is yes to everything above, you may leave your house  
                                                                                 to provide care or to help a vulnerable person.  

When outside the home, you should stay at least 2 metres away from others wherever possible. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision

