
Coronavirus — Covid19 

Progress Towards a New Minister 

Latest news from our Session Clerk   

UNLESS you have done your best to actively miss the news for the last few weeks I am sure many of you are 

aware of the dangers of the new virus making its rounds throughout the globe, Covid-19, also known as the 

Coronavirus, has been spreading fast. First of all I would like to remind our readers to please follow the advice 

from the UK Government, which includes self-isolation if you are displaying any symptoms of a new, persistent 

cough or high fever. If members of your household display any of these symptoms you will all have to self-isolate 

for 14 days, even if anyone in the household is a key worker. As you will be aware we are also currently in lock-
down mode, so that unless you are a Key Worker going to and from work, we are asked to stay indoors as much 

as possible, only going out to get food and other essentials and for exercise, which consists of one walk a day. If 

you are in the high risk bracket please stay indoors as much as you can, asking others you know to go out for 

food and such for you. Please stay safe.  Also please check the Government websites and tune in to news broad-

casts for the most up-to-date information. 

However, as we all know even the darkest times can have a ray of sunshine and even the most worrying of ties 

can bring people together. This seems t have been the case during Kildrum’s Communion service on the 1st 

March, where, due to advice given to Ministers within the Church of Scotland the service has been changed 

slightly, it was recommended that we do not drink out of a communal cup, to reduce the risk of spreading the 

Coronavirus. For us in Kildrum this did not overly change how the congregation received their Communion as 

we have been using individual galsses for years. It did affect the Elders serving Communion who also accepted 

individual glasses rather than share the cup with the Minister.  

But there was one big difference to how we as a congregation accepted communion this time. Instead of eating 

the bread or drinking the “wine” as we each received it, it was suggested by Rev. Helen Christie that we hold off 
until everyone had received the Element and then eating/drinking it together as one large group. Helen seemed 

to suggest this as a way of bringing us all together in the celebration since we were asked not to share cups. 

This was done with a little unsurity at first, but from my position behind the sound system it was quite a power-

ful moment to see everyone raising the bread or the wine to their lips at the same moment. As soon as it was 

over our own Colin Robertson turned to me from the keyboard and said that that was quite a nice experience 

and I had to agree. 

After the service I approached several individuals to ask how they felt about the different way of taking Com-

munion. The reaction was overwhelmingly positive. Our own Deacon, understandably, pointed out that it was 

nice for him to have an audio cue from Helen that allowed him to participate and he felt that the experience was 

overall positive. Some other quotes were as follows: 

“I liked it,” “I liked the togetherness,” “It was nice,” “I quite liked it, especially when it’s a small group.” 

Overall it seems to have gone down very well and brought us all together in a very new and unique way, that left 

everyone feeling more uplifted. So, out of a risk-reducing measurement came a very uniting experience, proving 

once and for all that even in the darkest times God will find a way to comfort us. 
I am grateful to those who shared their opinions with me on the day and hope I have honestly reflected the feel-

ings of those in attendance. Thank you. 

 

 

Our Editor Writes . . . 
 

All of the preliminary hurdles have now been cleared and Falkirk Presbytery have confirmed we can now pro-

ceed to set up a joint nomination committee with St Mungo’s to take forward our search for a new minister to 

serve both churches. This nomination committee will be formed of 7 elected representatives from Kildrum and 

6 from St Mungo’s and they will be charged with seeking out nominations or applications for a minister, as-

sessing applications and carrying out any interviews with a view to have a nominee preach to both churches 

for the congregations to then decide whether to call that minister. An edict was read to our congregation on 
Sunday 15th March 2020 with a second to be read on 22nd March announcing that the election of our mem-

bers of the nomination committee would be elected by all members of the congregation present after the ser-

vice on 29th March. However due to the suspension of worship during the current COVID-29 crisis this will 

need to be postponed until we are able to worship together again. 

At the time of writing all activities in the Church and it’s buildings have been suspended on the advice of the 

government and the Church of Scotland due to the COVID-19 crisis. Sunday Worship is postponed until fur-

ther notice. Any Funerals can not take place in the church due to social distancing measures but any services 

can still go ahead at a crematorium or graveside with only a small number of close family present. We may look 

at services of memorial or remembrance after this crisis is over. It is indeed sad times for all of us. However we 

are setting up pastoral care and contact points through our elders and we do hope to telephone many of you 
during this crisis to keep up contact and to see what we can do in practical or spiritual terms. I would encour-

age all of you to pick up the phone to a friend, contact at the church or anyone in need at this time to offer a 

prayer or encouragement. For those of you who are computer literate there are a number of live streaming ser-

vices (minus the congregations) available on a Sunday – check out the Falkirk Presbytery website on Church of 

Scotland. Our locum, Rev Helen Christie, will also be telephoning a number of people to offer her help at this 

time. If you have any queries at this time please phone Helen or myself at 01236 720874. Meantime God be 

with you and your families and friends.                                                                 Chris Dunn—Session Clerk 

Covid-19 Means Communion Togetherness 



Youth Organisations 
What have the Youth Organisations of Kildrum been up to? 

Boys Brigade 

12: Used to put presents in - Stockings 

13: A large bird - Turkey 

14: Home for an Eskimo - Igloo 

15: We wish you this at this time of  

                                                  year - Merry Xmas 

16: What children can be when Santa comes - Excited 

17: Can be put on top of the tree - Angel 

18: A heavenly body - Gabriel 

19: Jesus had twelve of these - Apostles 

20: What we get when we eat too much - Indigestion 

21: Children often take part in this at  
                                              Christmas - Nativity 

1: Topping on a Christmas Cake  - Icing 

2: Item put on a Christmas Tree - Tinsel 

3: Person who delivers presents - Santa 

4: A Christmas song (is Away in a Manger) - Carol 

5: This wreath can be hung on n a door - Holly 

6: These pulled Santa's sleigh - Reindeer 

7: Where to stay when it is cold outside - Indoors 

8: Pulled by Rudolph and friends - Sleigh 

9: Something we all decorate at this time of year - Tree 

10: Can be eaten hot or cold - Mince Pies 

11: Children open a door every  
                       day at this time of year—Advent calendar 

 

A Christmas Quiz 
Answers to Christmas Fayre Quiz 

Quiz Winners—Mrs M Murdoch and Mrs W Kieran  

THANK YOU for your  
kindness. 
S e n d i n g  y o u  t h i s  

special note and hoping it will 
show that your kindness and caring 
mean more than you could know. 
Thank You for flowers and plant. 
                        Lucy & George Miller 

Thank You 
WITH THANKS to the 
Church for the  
flowers received by 

both of us. 
Also thanks for your concerns 
for our health over the last  
several weeks. 
                Jane & Robert Frew 

There are also various examples of kindness and togetherness throughout the country and other countries as 

people perform in the streets, remaining at the required 2m apart to social distance, for their neighbours, or 

hanging out of balconies to join in a sing-song. People are also finding ways to chat using technology and 

there are loads of things available of Facebook groups and on YouTube as people create groups and videos to 

either bring people together or to help keep people occupied, entertained and healthy. If you have an under-

standing of these websites then please do make use of them to keep yourself mentally and physically healthy. 
If not please phone people you love or people you know are on their own, check up on them and give them 

someone to talk to.  

And in a risk of sounding terribly British, please hold on in there. This will pass and we will get through this 

together. Thank you.                                                                                                                   Natalie Dunn 

2nd Boys Brigade would like to announce that they came 2nd in the recent Battalion Drill competition. Well 

done to all those involved, we are all very proud of you!  

They would also like to remind everyone that their annual display is fast approaching. Should things be back 
to normal by then, it will be held in the Church hall on Friday the 15th May, exact time to be announced. 

The Girlguiding groups have been closed for two weeks now and in place of the actual meetings we have 

been finding new digital ways to keep Girlguiding going, giving the girls activities and challenges to do at 

home until we can all meet again in person. This has included the 16th Cumbernauld Brownies being 
asked to spread some positivity in these difficult times, such as writing letters to those who may be on 

their own or putting uplifting posters in the window for others to see. One Brownie left a stone, painted 

with a positive message on the ground while out on her daily walk for others to see and feel uplifted by. 

Another has written letters to all the residents of the local care home, delivering them through the letter-

box of the home, so that she can follow the social distancing guidelines. Other girls have been working on 

their campfire challenge badge, trying to do indoor campfire challenges, such as making edible campfires 
or making a sitter to use when this is all over.  The 5th Cumbernauld Rainbows have been making post-

ers about endangered animals and have just been given some Easter craft ideas this weekend. Girguiding 

also has plans to use group Live Chats to still digitally meet with the girls while staying safe at home. 

Girlguiding 

Ran out of toilet 
paper now using 

lettuce leaves.  
Today was just the 
tip of the iceberg, 

cos tomorrow  
romaines to be 

seen. 





 

 
DUE TO other commitments… including walking the Inca 

Trail last year, I have been unable to write and direct anoth-

er pantomime, which I believe people have missed. So this 
year, now that I once again have the time to commit to it I 

wanted to do another Pantomime. I have a 2nd draft of a 

script for Jack and the Beanstalk written. 

Unfortunately with recent circumstances, this year now 

looks unlikely for they panto also, therefore I am thinking of 

postponing it yet again, to next year. 
This will probably be performed in early January 2022, with 

the rehearsals beginning after the summer holidays next 

year. I will be holding “auditions” just after Easter 2021, 

with an exact date to be announced closer to the time. If 

things change drastically this year and we are given the all clear in time then I hope to audition people 
ASAP and start rehearsals after summer this year, with the performance being January 2021. We will 

have to wait and see how things go. 

“Auditions” is a term of connivance as it will not be as formal as that. I will announce the date and for 

anyone who is interested in taking part, either on stage or behind the scenes are asked to come along. 

We would have a read-through of pieces of the script with people taking turns to read out the lines help-

ing us to decide who would be good in which parts. I would also be discussing backstage duties for any-
one interested in helping off-stage. 

I am particularly looking for someone to share the stage managing duties with Hilda Dunn, often she is 

very busy building, painting, creating scenery and props that she has no time to help in 

other ways. I am looking for someone who would be able to take note of the movements I 

will be asking the actors to make during rehearsals, so that should anyone forget where 
they are supposed to be standing there is someone there who can tell them. This person 

would have to be able to keep up with my thought process as I may change a character’s 

movement several times before I feel it is right. 

I am also looking for someone who can take on the role of an assistant director… ideally 

someone of the younger generation who would be interested in taking over the role from me in a few 

years or at least share the role with me, helping to spread the responsibilities and lessen stress. 
Please pass the information on to anyone who might be interested in taking part in any way. And of 

course if you do not wish to be a part of it but may wish to be in the audience then once the dates are 

announced closer to the time, please spread the news. In the meantime keep your eyes peeled for up-

dates. 

The Delights and Dangers in  

ADULT 

Wednesday  

15th January 2020 

Family History  
Research 
By Ray McLean 

RAY and MONICA have been researching their family histories for twenty years. This has involved 
extensive searches of birth and death certificates, travels to Ireland and Canada and emails. Ray in-
trigued us from the start of his talk by saying that there were some surprises and skeletons to be re-
vealed! The McLean family had been in Argyll since 1700 and Clackmannan since 
1585, but recent DNA evidence had put back this time to 1500 BC but always 50 
miles from Dunoon. Monica had family traced to Oxford  in 1672. 
The excitement started when Ray found in family documents a Navy discharge pa-
per in 1882 of Bodle, a man  from a poor agricultural family. What had happened  
in his life that he had been at sea in the Navy? Ray traced the family to Sligo in 
Ireland and from there to Sunderland where Red Mick, Ray’s rand-father was 

found to be working in war service as a “Headup” in the ship building industry.  
His photograph shows a strong man with very powerful hands. We were then 
taken to Arran, where John Bell, a very poor merchant lived in a cave on the 
beach in Whiting Bay with his common law wife.  
They existed selling white heather and shoelaces around the island and he 
must have been tough because he died at the age of 82. This linked to Uncle 
Sandy in 1903, who was shown as a young man at sea who had been to school 
in an institution similar in aims to Borstal, giving a tough upbringing, and he 

had been around the world in sailing ships, as a front mast man, a very dangerous and harsh place 
to be.  
 

 
Ray’s grandad Red 

Mick was a 

“Headup” in war 

service 

 

Uncle Sandy sailed 

the World after a 

tough  

upbringing 



The family was very interested in theatre and the stage and was part of Henglies circus in Sauchiehall 

Street. One brother had been a German translator and acted during the First World War as intercepting 

messages on telephone lines, a very dangerous job! He survived and the family went on to own Cyprus 
airways and one brother to appear with Ella Logan in the Royal Variety show in 1928. 

The family seemed to have their roots in Tainich but there were some members who had moved to USA 

and when Ray and Monica went to Canada to visit their son and daughter-in-law and grandson these 

relatives flew and drove 800 miles to meet them, such was the feeling of family.  
One of this family was a farmer who built his own plane to survey his large farm and he used this to 
transport them part of the way! 
The use of DNA evidence allowed Ray to trace another McLean, Duncan McLean Pryde. This contact was 
a surprise and very exciting and gave Ray and Monica a new feeling when they visit-
ed their own family in Canada again. Duncan had been born in Clydebank evacuat-
ed after the blitz to Newton Mearns and was brought up in an orphanage when his 
father could not cope. He left school went to Canada and lived the outdoor life.  
He learnt the Cree language and lived with the native Americans in the Arctic re-
gions. He married an Indian lady (they had a daughter Fiona) and they were pre-
sented to the Queen when Duncan had become a local politician, fighting for the 
rights of the Indians in Yellowknife. The Queen was on an official visit to the area. 
Duncan learned all the ways of the Indians and wrote book ”Nunaga”, which was a great success.  
But Duncan was on the move again to Alaska due to being investigated for tax evasion and, being the 
loner he was, he told nobody and lived with the Inuit, with whom he shared wives, a local custom! We 
were shown a video of him playing with his children, He was  deported from Alaska and sailed to Britain 
where he settled in the Isle of Wight in Arctic Road! He had been writing a dictionary of the Inuit lan-
guage, which he finished before his death from cancer in 1997. 
Ray is following up many connections still and even yesterday received an email from another part of the 
family, a long lost cousin! 
This was a most entertaining talk and encouraged us to look into our family history … no thanks said 
Marion!                   

 
Duncan wrote 

Nunaga “Ten Years 

Among the  

Eskimos” 

His dizzy aunt . . . . . Verti Gogh 
The brother who ate prunes . . . . Gotta Gogh  

The brother with low back pain . . . . Lum Bay Gogh 
His Mexican cousin . . . . A Mee Gogh 
A sister who loved disco . . . . Go Gogh 

HOW TO GET HELP 


