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C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

Dear Friends, 

       ‘For such a time as this’ the rallying call found 
in the Old Testament Book of Esther, where she is 
challenged to ‘step up to the plate’ to save her people. 
Reminded that she had been placed in that palace, in 
that position of authority in order to turn the worse of 
situations into the best outcome. She would rather 
have remained a Queen in her own right and stayed 
away from the trouble ahead but as we all know, God 
has plans for each of us and God was at work in this 
situation. 

If you have never read this Book of the Bible and 
you have no idea what I am talking about, it is worth 
taking time to read the whole narrative. There is a 
hero ‘Mordecai’ and a heroine ‘Esther’; there is a Per-
sian King, Xerxes, and a villain “Haman”; a plot to kill 
all the Jewish people, and how the bravery of Esther 
turned that situation around.  
From this event the Jewish holiday of Purim which is 
a day of celebration was born and still celebrated to 
this day. 

‘For such a time as this’, we are called to do the op-
posite of what Esther was called to do, we are called to 
stop; to stay indoors, no matter how frustrating this is. 
We are called to think of our neighbour and stay in-
doors to maintain our health and that of those in our 
Community. We have ‘stepped up to the plate’ and 
gone against all that we have held dear, letting go of 
all the communal stuff we do in our everyday lives, 
forgoing work for some, or working under difficult 
circumstances. 

‘For such a time as this’ everyone has discovered 
that Kindness is breaking out, with much less cyni-
cism and negativity. We want to hear the good things; 
the happy things that brighten our lives. We have 
found that Technology is saving the sanity of so many 
through TV, Radio and all kinds of Social Media, -
many of which I don’t even know the name.         
Thank God for these innovations. Thank God that we 
have worked out how to use them and how much 

Families depend on them to keep in touch and to see 
each other.......a true ‘God–send’. 

‘For such a time as this’ the Church has gone vir-
tual with services on Social Media and Phone Lines 
set up to hear a Service, a Reading , a Prayer. Susan 
Boland has something every day that can be listened 
to or viewed on Facebook, - our Virtual Church 
‘Sanctuary First’ also has Services, Prayers, Reflec-
tions and a chat room all found on the their web-site. 
Our sister churches in Cumbernauld also have Ser-
vices on Cumbernauld Old and St. Mungo’s Facebook. 
So many ways to find a place of peace in life, a word of 
comfort, and so many different ways where people 
who have never been to church can find God in their 
own time and in their own way. It’s a blessing that the 
Web Site here in Condorrat is open to anyone and the 
Christian message of Hope can be accessed by every-
one. 

So much change, so many ‘stepping up to the plate’ 
to help neighbours, donate or volunteer to assist in a 
charity. So many of our church members keeping up 
with each other, supplying a word of encouragement 
and support. So many Boys of the Boys’ Brigade and 
Girls of the Girls’ Brigade coming together on-line 
and having so much success - I’m sure that Mr. Eadie 
will update you in his article. 

‘For such a time as this’ Jesus sets us out on a new 
adventure to look out for how we can be effective -
right where we are. Not looking back to what was, or, 
wishing we were somewhere else in another time, or, 
worrying about the future but to live life now with all 
that is going on around us. To grasp the opportunities 
to be creative, to learn something new, to come closer 

to God, to trust in Jesus and His guidance, our 
companion on the road. 

 

May the Lord Bless you and Keep you. 
 

                                 

2020 

The General Assembly 
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland was scheduled to take place in Edinburgh from16-22 May, however 

it couldn't go ahead as planned because of the current virus restrictions. With the full General Assembly not going 
forward, a Special Service was held to formally install  Rev Dr Martin Fair as the new Moderator of the General 

Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and A video of the event is available on the Church of Scotland website 

And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this? 
 - Esther 4: v14  
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Mrs Anne Russell 
Tel: 01236 611087 

(annerussell2003@blueyonder.co.uk) 

Family Development Worker 

Mrs Susan Boland 
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Monday 
 

       BB Anchor Section                Hall  6.30pm. 
       Choir                                Church  7.00pm. 
 

Tuesday 
 

   Girls’ Brigade             
                    Explorers                 Hall   6.30pm. 
   Juniors & Brigaders                 Hall   7.30pm. 
 

Wednesday  
 

  The Guild (alternate weeks)    Hall   7.30 pm. 
  

Thursday  
 

    Boys’ Brigade 
       Junior Section                     Hall   7.30 pm. 
      Company Section                 Hall   7.30 pm. 
  

Normal Weekly Diary 

CLERK to THE BOARD 
 

Mrs Christine Macphail    Tel: 728990  
 

TREASURER 
 

Mrs Ann Kenny                Tel: 732377 
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr John Newlands           Tel: 732632 
 

FABRIC CONVENOR 

Mr Gordon Bennie           Tel: 734637 
 

FWO & GIFT AID ADMINISTRATOR 
 

        Mrs Doreen Ross               Tel: 728160 

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

HALLS LETTING 
 

 Mrs Elizabeth Hutton       Tel: 07502 457198 

Mrs Elizabeth McLean     Tel: 07840 958133 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS 
 

   Mr Alistair Robertson            Tel:   734905 

Mrs Elizabeth Masterton          Tel:  723492  
 

CHURCH OFFICER 

Mr John Graham        Tel: 611222 
 

Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship  &  Sunday School   
are suspended until further notice     

  

Communion  Services:  1st Sun  in  March;  June;  September;  &  December  at 11am.    

 

Sunday Services 
 
 

May 2020 
  

The Church of  Scotland 
have decreed that all Church 
Services be cancelled until 
further notice.  

All our Organisations and 
Hall Lets have been put ‘on 
hold’  until further notice. 
    

The Kirk Session 

 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

Tel:723492
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Hello once again my Friends, 
 I hope you are all well, staying safe and managing to pass 

the time while we are still in lockdown. 
As I write this on May 21st we heard yesterday from the First 

Minister that we are to start the long slow process of coming out 
of the lockdown. We should, after the 25th May, be able to meet 
up with a limited number of others outside, and this will be 
great.  Like many of you I am desperate to see my grandchildren 
so I’m looking forward to it immensely.  I know that by the time 
you read this in June we may be slightly less confined. All the 
gardeners will be able to go to Garden Centres and enjoy the 
plants etc.  We shall also be able to get rid of any rubbish that 
has accumulated and the golfers among us will be able to take up 
their sport once again. 

We need to wait a while however before our churches can re-
open but I hope you have managed to avail yourselves of all the 
services on offer both on TV and on-line.     

Please continue to take care and stay safe. 
I also take this opportunity to ‘Thank’ everyone for their 

good wishes, cards, texts and emails which I received after my 
surgery in March.  This was much appreciated and I am pleased 
to say I am very well with the operation having been a success. 

 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
The rains fall soft upon your fields    
And  until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand 

 

God Bless you all, stay safe and well 

Anne Russell 
(Session Clerk) 

June  2020                        

Dear Everyone,   
  As I have said before in Parish News, in these 

unprecedented times, the top priority for everyone 
must be to keep safe and well. This remains my belief. 
However, in spite of everything, our Church is needed 
and it has to keep going. Without your financial help, 
this will be very difficult. Therefore, even although 
the situation in the country is still uncertain, I think it 
important that you are aware of the finances of our 
Church. Now, currently, our monthly income is very 
far short of our outgoings which are being kept to a 
minimum, so our Reserve Fund, also with RBS, is be-
ing used and, consequently, depleted. I know that, 
once we are back in the Sanctuary, our financial posi-
tion will improve, but I feel you should know how our 
finances are being managed at the moment. 

Last month, I mentioned that stamped copies of 
our Annual Accounts were sent to the Church of Scot-
land Offices in Edinburgh and the Office of the Scot-
tish Charity Regulator (OSCR), along with the form 
which has to be completed each year. Both offices are 
closed with staff are working from home, but I have 
had no update on this. 

A ‘Survey’ was received from the Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator, OSCR, regarding the im-
pact the Covid-19 virus has had on our Church. After 
verifying its authenticity, I completed and returned it. 
Some of the questions did not apply to us but it is 
good to know that OSCR are being realistic about the  

 

situation and allowing Charities longer than the 
deadline of 30th September to submit their Accounts. 
They also realise that, with ‘lockdown’, some charities 
are receiving fewer donations and they were asking 
how this impacted on us. They ask for honest answers 
so, when the results of the survey are published, I 
hope we shall have a true picture of the overall effect 
the present situation has had. Although the survey 
was anonymous, it will be good to get a general view. 

Last month, I included the message to Church 
Treasurers from A McDowall, Deputy Treasurer - 
Congregational Finance – Church of Scotland, regard-
ing Standing Orders and Freewill Offering Enve-
lopes. My sincere thanks to everyone who donates by 
Standing Order and those of you who put money in 
your Freewill Offering envelope, weekly, and will 
bring with you when we return to worshipping in the 
Sanctuary. I would encourage those of you who do-
nate by way of placing an Offering in the Offering bag 
to similarly put your offering aside each week . 

If you do not already do so but wish to donate 
by Standing Order, please contact me or, if you prefer, 
you can deposit cash or pay in a cheque made payable 
to Condorrat Parish Church. If you require our bank 
details, please contact me 01236 732377. 

Thank you for supporting our Church  
                         and helping to keep it going. 
 

May God Bless you. 
 

Ann Kenny (Treasurer)  

Brain Teasers  
(All answers are in Glasgow) 

  

1. A girl on a small mountain.  
2. Play space following a green covering.  
3. Dwelling place after a religious festival.  
4. Girl before an American city.  
5. Boy after a vehicle.  
6. Home for cuddly toys.  
7. A girls country.  
8. Jump before the stream.  
9. Protect a large building.  
10. Royal playground.  
11. Pay your dues and get angry.  
12. Healthy drink after a large dwelling.  
13. A clear measure.  
14. A place of worship following                          

a musical instrument.  
15. Command a vehicle.  
16. Heavyweight after the criminal.  
17. English city in front of a mound.  
18. Forbid a Scottish town.  
19. Church Leader before the bridges.  
20. Girl hesitates before a valley.  

 (No prizes but answers in July Issue) 

Women have their faults 
Men have only two - 
Everything they say 
Everything they do. 



‘Thank You’   

NHS 
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The Social Committee                     June 2020 
 

   Unfortunately, due to this ongoing crisis,  

ALL EVENTS are cancelled   

until further notice.  
  We are so sorry about this but we must follow 

all church guidelines.   
 

                           Thank You.......Everyone, 

              Margaret McCallum (Social Convener) 

 (07799 281876)  

The Sunday School                    
  

 In line with all Church Organisations  
due to ’Lock-down’ we are not meeting 

until further notice. 
 

 Stay  home  
           & Keep safe, 
 

Lesley Freeland 
(SS Leader-in-charge) 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 

Hi Everyone,  

All meetings of The Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades are   
Suspended until further notice.   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your support and hope  
you keep safe at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out though on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      
//1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk 

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com 

 1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

The  GUILD                       June 2020 
  
   

Meetings are still  

Suspended until further notice.   
Please keep in touch with each other if 

you can by telephone, e-mail or Skype.         
Looking forward to being together 

again in the not too distant future.  

       Meantime keep isolated and safe! 
            

Talking about 125 Anniversary 
Mugs etc. (referred to in April’s Issue),     

I still have 3 mugs in regular use now for 

20years, also a very worn ‘125th Anniver-
sary Key-ring’ used every day.   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
There are also a few other Key-rings 

lying about in drawers waiting to be used 

some day....    

Lesley Freeland   
(Tel: 734930 734930) 

Economics: 
 

If you’re not confused, you haven’t been paying attention. — Anon 
 

If all economists were laid to end, 
                                       they would not reach a conclusion. — GBS. 
 

It’s a recession when your neighbour loses his job. 
It’s a depression when you lose yours.        — Harry Truman 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
http://www.http;/1condorrat.boys-brigade.org.uk
mailto:first.condorrat.gb@hotmail.com


Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 
 

      However, it would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any 

member who has been hospitalised.  Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full 

Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.  It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office

-bearer can be informed of any members admitted to a particular Care Home. 

Church Register 

Deaths:             “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

April 2020 
 

      20th.          David Dixon                             of    (Rannoch Lodge) Condorrat             
 

      26th.  Margaret Mackie *                                 of        Condorrat  
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As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects, there will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 

Remember to save your used  
Postage Stamps and bring them  
to Church at the first opportunity  

to help with the wider work of  
The Church of Scotland.              

Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whis-
pered to her mother, "Why is the bride dressed in white?"  

"Because white is the color of happiness, and today 

 is the happiest day of her life."  said her mum. 

The child thought about this for a moment, then said,  
              "So why is the groom wearing black?" 

The Fellowship/Prayer Group                                              June  2020 
 

The Group are not meeting until further notice. 
 

Prayer requests should be made to me by letter or telephone..    

 

 

 

  Valerie Armstrong        
(Tel:  737777) 

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth; 

rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

                                           2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

To be a Christian without Prayer is no more possible  
than to be alive without breathing. 

 

 
 

      Whoever goes to the Lord for safety, whoever 

remains under the protection of the Almighty, can 

say to Him, ‘You are my defender and protector. 
You are my God; in you do I trust’...... 

- Psalm 91. 
 

This powerful Psalm has often been referred 
to the as the 9-1-1 call to God, used frequently 
when praying for God’s protection and help in 
time of need. 

Dear Lord, 
We thank you for your presence with us, 

thank you for your Almighty Shadow. The fear 
we’re facing seems insurmountable. We don’t 
even know what to do anymore, we feel con-
fused and uncertain about the future. We do 
wonder sometimes if you’re really listening. 
Life seems to have taken us so far away.   
Please help us to come back to you. Bring us 
safely under the shelter of your wings.     
Thank you that you alone are our fortress; we 
find protection and rest in you today. 

                            in Jesus’ Name, 
Amen 

Campbell and Elaine would like to 

thank everyone for their kind expressions of 

condolence at the passing of their Mum.  

Ellen had many friends across the 

Church and the wider Community and it has 

been a great comfort to the Family to receive 

so many tributes and messages of support 

during this difficult time, and to know that 

she was so highly regarded 

Campbell Young 



Hello Everyone, 

     I hope you are all keeping well and surviving 
these weeks of lockdown. 

I have missed our church services but it has 
made me look for new ways of worshipping. As you 
know, Grace has had thoughts and prayers put on our 
church website each week, and for their help we owe 
thanks to Lorna and Steven McKeown. I’ve found in-
spiration on Facebook, Abronhill have been posting 
thoughts and prayers each day and Susan has been do-
ing a short service each Sunday. Many churches have 
been live streaming and recording services which are a 
great way to get a different perspective on things.  It’s 
good to see how other congregations work! And then 
the BBC have stepped up to the mark with more reli-
gious programmes. ‘Reflections from the Quay’ on 
Sunday mornings has been a regular watch. 

All of these have been great ways of keeping my 
mind ‘fed’, but there is one aspect of Sunday Services I 
am missing.....the singing!  I know there are subtitles 
on the screen when hymns are being sung on TV, but I 
feel self- conscious singing on my own. Perhaps I don’t 
have the volume of others singing around me to hide 
the imperfections in my renditions. It just isn’t the 
same as a good-going hymn, especially with Anne ac-
companying us on the organ. The singing has always 
been a memorable part of worship for me. 

My earliest recollection of singing is probably 
being taught the chorus ‘Clean hands or dirty hands, 
Brown eyes or blue, Pale cheeks or rosy ones, Jesus loves you’. 
Anyone else remember that one? I must have been 
about 2 or 3, going to Sunday School in a prefabricated 
hut at the end of our road. On the way out we sang 
‘The Sunday school is over and we are going home, Good-
bye! Goodbye! We will be kind and true’. I don’t remember 
what we were taught, although I’m sure it would have 
been Bible stories that we all know today, but the cho-
ruses have stayed with me. 

Other milestones in my Christian education have 
significant hymns or choruses attached. I’m sure we all 
remember singing ‘Running over’ and ‘Deep and wide’, 
with actions. One summer a large tent was erected in 
the housing scheme where we lived. It was obviously a 
campaign by one of the more Evangelical Churches to 
spread the Word. We children ran there each evening 
to sing choruses and learn bible texts. The songs were 
much livelier than those we sang in church!! 

The distant sound of children singing hymns in 
another classroom along a school corridor always 
moved me, and in those days we learned lots of hymns 
as we attended church en masse at Christmas, Easter 
and end of Summer terms. Then we sang hymns and 
choruses in Sunday School, Girls Guildry and Scrip-
ture Union at school. At secondary school we sang 
hymns in Assembly on Mondays and Fridays. As I got 
older I sang in school and church choirs. We sang 
‘Sankey Hymns’ at evening services every now and 
again. 

I have a fond recollection of visiting the Assem-
bly in Edinburgh as a young observer, and learning a 
new tune to At the name of Jesus. I think we might 
even have been filmed for Songs of Praise, but the vol-
ume of voices from the packed assembly hall and the 
grand organ was very stirring.  

I could go on quite a nostalgia trip just thinking 
of these times and you can see why I am missing the 
singing in church just now. It has been a large part of 
my life and trying to hit the high notes on my own in 
the kitchen isn’t the same! I look forward to the day 
when we can all get together again to sing those 
hymns that mean so much. 
  

Please keep the church  
         and the work of the Board in your prayers, 
 

Christine MacPhail 
Clerk to the Board  
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1st Condorrat Company              June 2020 
The Boys’ Brigade  
 

      The Company now ‘meets’ each Thursday, 7.30 - 
8.30pm. This is done by connecting online with ‘app 
Zoom’  (hope I’ve got that right) which is being or-
ganized by Jamie Porritt, Gareth Ramsay, and Derek 
Russell along with the other Staff members. (I’m 
sorry to say, I know nothing about all this ‘high- tech’ 
stuff - I’m still coming to grips with a mobile phone 
the size of a brick and an aerial that could double up 
as a fishing rod!).  The bottom line is  that everyone 
‘logs on’ to 1st Condorrat Boys Brigade on their com-
puters, and we go through a preset program, just like 
it was being held at the church. The Boys are fully ‘up 
to speed’ in these things, and are very involved in the 
activities offered. Thanks goes to all Staff who have 
put this together and presenting it. Some of the games 
& competitions they have taken part in are: putting on 
as many socks as they can in a given time and collect-
ing items from the house, i.e. comb, toothbrush etc. 
There is also a Bible Story slot, followed by a video, 

and questions asked after. Points are awarded along 
with attendance points. Prizes will be awarded when 
we all meet again at the Church.    

This ‘lockdown’ situation will last for a few 
more weeks and Boys/Parents will be notified by 
Text with latest updates regarding what the Church 
and BB HQ decides.   

Now, on a  personal note, ‘Thank You All’  for your 
kind comments regarding the pictures on the Church 
Notice Board  –  namely an Easter scene,     followed 
by Noah’s Ark;  a Lego tribute to Colonel Tom on his 
Birthday;  a Lego painting of Police, Nurses, and Fire-
men;  and, when it’s ready, a Sunset scene.     

Finally , we have sadly lost two of our long BB 
friends, Frank Dingwall of the 7th Cumbernauld, and 
Bill Bulloch from our own church.                                     

        We send our condolences to both families. 
  

Stay Home, Stay Safe,  
 

                        Andrew Eadie                                                        
                                    (Company Captain) 

 

No matter what yesterday was like, birds always start the day with a song. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
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Boasting Boys 
Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging about their fathers.  

The first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece 

of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him £50."  
The second boy says, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few 

words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him £100."  

The third boy says, "I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a 
few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes 

eight people to collect all the money!" 

A Sunday School teacher was discussing 
the Ten Commandments with her five and 
six year olds.  

After explaining the commandment to 
‘Honour thy father and thy mother,’ she asked, 
"Is there a commandment that teaches us how to 
treat our brothers and sisters?"  

Without missing a beat one little boy 
answered, "Thou shall not kill." 

Humour  
 

Lord - you have a minute?  - this is serious.  

I want to be serious about being funny.  

Humour, Lord. The sense of it.  
Not included in the five senses as a rule.  

Overlooked; not counted; taken for granted, not in-

cluded in the senses census.   
(Play on words, Lord,  ignore it)  

Overlooked, Lord? The sense of humour?  
The other five are but the servants of the overlooked 

one! A touch of heavenly genius, Lord!   
That extra gift, of humour.  
 

Of infinite variety you made us, of every shape and 

colour. Which would suggest, dear Creator, upon 

looking around, that you have a pretty solid sense of 
humour yourself.  

You were fair; all shapes and colours to have the same 

basic components, so many arms and legs and so on. 
Sound and careful work. Work of the sixth day.      

And you were pleased with your work.  

'Good!' you said. And on the next day rested.  
 

 I have the feeling, Lord, that you gave us the humour 
later. A modification, to make us behave better.  

For we didn't give you too much joy at the beginning, 

did we? Or later even for that matter, did we?   

How could you bear us?  Yes, later came the humour. 
More bearable, a person with humour, I've noticed it 

myself. (Humour didn't evolve, the Sense was given). 
  

 Now, Lord, to the point, to be serious.  

A thought occurs lately, which leaves behind it a little 
worry. Mind you, dear Friend, as the years pass, many  

thoughts have a dusting of worry.   

  
No matter, to the point.  

Can humour lose power, Lord?  Can it tire, like the 

other senses? Is it like an optic nerve, or a taste bud, or 

an inner ear, or the wondrous parts that feel and smell? 
Does it weaken a little, as they can? Seems reasonable 

to assume so, but to me, more worrying..... sort of.  
 

 Lord, there are no bifocals for the Sense of  humour;  
no hearing aid, no wheelchair.  

If, Lord, (and this is the worry) the humour goes, if the 

Sense weakens, I'm not sure I can stay the course. 

Don't misunderstand me, Lord, I'm grateful for every 
day you give me.  

But every day you give me, Lord, as I look around, 

and see a little clearer,  and understand a little more,  
it seems to me, Lord,   

I need a stronger Sense of humour, not a weaker!  

 

 Lord, if I am down in your books to live longer, to be 
an Elder, my thanks.   

Believe me, my thanks. To live is good.  

Even to be creaky and hard of hearing and bi-focal’d 
and wheel-chair'd is better than to be dead.   

My thanks, dear Friend, my thanks.  

Reduce my faculties as you will, but if it is no trouble,  
can I have the Sense of humour,                                                              

                                  Full-strength, for the full time?  

 

David Kossoff   
(Actor and TV presenter of Bible stories). 

  

 
 from Gordon Ross  

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 

Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital 

Gains Tax, which is annually at least equal to 

the Tax which the Congregation, and other 

Charities to which you make Gift Aid Dona-

tions, will reclaim on the financial value of 

your ‘gifts’ for that year.   
       Gift Aid Declaration Forms or 
further information is available from our 
Gift Aid Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 

* * * * * 



The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time. - Abraham Lincoln 
* * * * * 

More Graffiti  

      Monogamy leaves a lot to be desired  
 

                        Life is a hereditary disease  

Tea Rota. 
Just to let you all know that the new Tea Rota is 

ready and waiting for the ‘magic words’ telling us 

that the Church has re-opened.   
Teams are all, with aprons at the ready, eager  

to resume their duties. Hope to see you all soon.    

Mary Innes.   

MR. WILLIAM BULLOCH 
 

It was the strangest thing that we should lose 
two church stalwarts on the same day, and utterly 
awful that we could not hold their Services in their 
beloved Church. On the 18th of April Bill Bulloch 
slipped away from this world on His journey to meet 
with the Lord. He was a strong supporter of the 
Church, attending almost every Sunday which he 
had since he was eight years old and he was the 
longest continuous member of Condorrat Church. 
Something he had a quiet pride in.  

He was a remarkable man who was quiet in 
his ways and always with a smile and a friendly way 
with him. He was an inspiration to all who ever met 
him for he was a ‘Gentleman’ in the true sense of the 
word. The family tell me that of 99% of the cards 
received, this was the opinion of everyone, a real  
gentleman. Bill served on the Congregational Board 
of the Church carrying out his duties diligently and 
thoroughly as this was in his nature to do his best. 
He was an easy person to talk to and never had a 
bad word to say about anyone. He had a very strong 
Christian Faith and lived by Christian values which 
shone through everything he did. As his son Mark 
said he was not ‘God-fearing’ but ‘God-loving’ and 
that says it all. 

He was also a good neighbour to everyone 
and some years ago was voted “Neighbour of the 
Year”. This he found humbling and accepted the 
award with typical humility. It was a mark of how 
much people thought of him that when his funeral 
cortege passed through the streets, so many turned 
out and applauded as he went past. Something the 
family are very grateful for and will never forget. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his dear wife 
Bessie and all the family at this time. 

Bill has been called by God to be in His kindly 
care and keeping, Jesus promised to come for His 
own and lead them to His Father’s side and He has 
done so for Bill. May he rest in peace and may light 
eternal shine upon him. 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

MRS. ELLEN YOUNG 
 

    It was with sadness that we learned of the pass-
ing of Ellen Young on the 18th April at her home in 
Condorrat. She was a long – standing and faithful 
member of the church who served the church and the 
Lord in so many different ways. She was a staunch 
member of the Guild and served as President (as it 
was then known) and served on the Committee for 
many years. She supported the Guild in so many 
ways, attending every meeting that she could, going 
to the Rallies and Presbytery Meetings and every 
event the Guild put on. She loved music and played 
the piano for the Guild and the organ for the church 
whenever she was needed. 

Ellen rarely missed a Church Service support-
ing all church events with her baking - especially her 
shortbread - which we will never see the like again. 
Ellen was always keen to remind me that it was her 
aunt who made the edging for the Communion Table 
Cloth. The family have also presented the small 
brass lectern in memory of a family member (which 
holds my notes on a Sunday) and a Lectern Bible and 
Fall in memory of her dear husband John Young, a 
previous Session Clerk.  

Ellen was a strong and determined character 
who I found always very supportive, right from the 
first day I arrived. She had a strong Christian Faith 
and even when she could no longer attend church, 
she always appreciated the Prayers and conversa-
tions we had. She will be sadly missed by her friends 
in Condorrat. She is at peace now and with the Lord, 
in His kindly care and in a place where there is no 
more suffering or pain, where every tear is wiped 
from every eye.  

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family 
and we pray that they will find The Peace of God in 
their hearts. 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

Fabric Envelopes    
Dear Members, 

 . Your donations from the envelopes are for the 

upkeep of the church premises (the church, church 

halls and the manse). If you are a Taxpayer please 

ensure to put you name and address on the space pro-

vided allowing us to reclaim 25p in every pound of 

your donation. Thank you again for your continued 

support. 
Doreen Ross   

( F.W.O. and Gift Aid Convenor ) 

  Shopping   ‘Online’? 

 

Do it with  ‘Easyfundraising’ ? 
 

   A great way to make money for our  
Church—with no fees! 

    Just find  Easyfundraising on ‘Google’ etc. and 
register; name  Condorrat Parish Church as your 
‘cause’ ; and when you shop go into  Easyfundrais-
ing’  and  hit ‘Go Shopping’. 
                For  help contact  Margaret McCallum  
                                                 or Susan Gibson 

(8) (PARISH NEWS) 



Smoking:                  
A youngster who was worried about smoking 

took his problem to a grand old Christian. 

 'Should a Christian smoke?' he asked, anxiously.  

The old chap pondered for a moment then, with a 
twinkle in his eye, replied,  

                               'No. He should be on FIRE!' 

(PARISH NEWS)  (9) 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT  
  One could be forgiven in thinking.... what on 

earth could Susan do during this time?  There are no 

schools, no church events, not anything really, that 
Susan has done in the past in Condorrat that she could 

continue doing during restrained living.  In a way you 

would be absolutely correct in thinking that.  I haven’t 
got myself embedded into Condorrat Primary School 

enough to know parents or children so that I can con-

tact them in some way, and the Toddlers Praise, Café 

Church and Discipleship Course are all in abeyance. 
What on earth is Susan doing with her time...... and 

should the Church of Scotland continue to pay her sal-

ary?    
Due to the time I’ve spent in Abronhill Parish 

Church before working alongside folks in Condorrat, I 

became involved with the two non-denominational 
primary schools getting to know parents, children and 

staff.  I discovered before Easter that the home- learn-

ing packs supplied by the schools didn’t include any 

Religious and Moral Education (RME) work.  Some 
parents messaged me on Facebook to tell me this and 

to ask me for some resources for Easter (they were not 

church folks, either).  I was only too happy to help 
and, since then, have sent out almost 20 letters with 

RME activities (which they’re not obliged to do) to 

parents and their children.  These include activities 
centred around the Fruits of the Spirit, Paul’s mission-

ary journeys, Community (basis is the parable of the 

mustard seed) and ‘Who is my neighbour?’ (parable of 

the Good Samaritan).  All the activities can be linked 
to school work in some way – taking an interest in 

one’s local community, helping each other, promoting 

kindness, goodness, etc, and geography (as in Paul’s 
missionary journeys).  I’ve already had positive feed-

back from this and will continue to do it. God’s mes-

sage is being taken further merely by an envelope and 

the price of a stamp!  If there are family members or 
friends whom you think might benefit from RME  

please contact me – Tel. 07858652352,   

or at  SBoland@churchofscotland.org.uk  -  
 together we in Condorrat can further God’s message.  

As the Discipleship Course was only in it’s sec-

ond week when our living became restricted, I have 
posted out or e-mailed the Third and Fourth Weeks’ 

work to those participating.  Again, this is available 

for anyone who wants to be part of it.  I can easily post 

it out or e-mail it to you.  It is not perhaps the best way 
of being together but, nevertheless keeps us in contact 

with each other and I’m happy to discuss any points 

with people if they wish to. Being on Zoom or Skype 

is good as long as everyone has the ability and the 
equipment to be on these social platforms.  It may be 

that these will become part of everyday life.....at least 

for the foreseeable future, but they don’t have to fully 

take over our lives.    
Condorrat has a Website presence which is ex-

cellent for those who can access the Internet.  For 

those who cannot, there is a ‘Phone Service’ which 
Abronhill Parish Church has recently started which 

provides a daily scripture reading, and/or meditation 

with a prayer. There are different voices on this Ser-
vice and content is changed daily. Anyone can access 

it but it is particularly for those who do not have Inter-

net capability.  The Phone No. is 01236 804121, and, 

for the price of a local call, you can hear God’s Word 
being read and you can take part in Prayer.  Cumber-

nauld Old also has this facility. I also conduct a short 

Worship Service on the Abronhill Parish Church Face-
book Page, updating it each day with prayer and scrip-

ture readings, which I also record for the ‘Phone Ser-

vice’. So, on a Sunday in between watching 
“Reflections at the Quay” and “Songs of Praise”, you 

can hear my ‘dulcet tones’ warbling away.    

While I may have spent more time at one Parish 

than the other (8 years, Abronhill - 4 years Condorrat), 
my prime focus in my ministry is always in serving 

God and spreading His message.  Church, in general, 

is going to look a lot different in the future and, while 
in no way denigrating the ‘traditional’,  we shall have 

to recognise that things cannot go back to what has 

aye been known.  It may be that we combine the two – 

the physical, Traditional Church Worship and the 
Digital Age in some way.  Knowing that children and 

their parents are contacting their school’s through 

Zoom, some children receiving virtual certificates for 
their school work, and many families are holding quiz 

nights and social evenings on these platforms, I’m cer-

tain that to return to a traditional form of worship may 
not bring this age-group into our church buildings in 

the future.  We read of our Boys’ Brigade company in 

last month’s newsletter already embracing the 

“BB@Home” material accessed on the internet with, I 
believe, the boys being awarded virtual certificates for 

their work.   The younger the age demographic, the 

more digital they become. That  is not say there will 
be no longer a place for the physical interaction – one 

only needs to read of the number of lonely teenagers 

to know there is very much still a place for it – but 
how one reaches them with God’s message is perhaps 

the question we need to ask.  

Susan Boland 

  Next  ‘Parish News’           

All articles, reports, etc. for the ‘July Issue’  

should be sent  to Taylor Logan.  
  

We plan to continue publishing  at this time of                  

crisis and have it available on our Church Web-site 

or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com  

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com


   Stay Safe - Stay at home 
 

 Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot work from home) 

 If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times 

 Wash your hands as soon as you get home 
Do not meet others, even friends or family. 

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms. 
 

   When am I allowed to leave the house? 
You should only leave the house for very limited purposes: 

 shopping for basic necessities, for example food and medicine, which must be as infrequent           

as possible 

 one form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk, or cycle - alone or with members of your 

household 

 any medical need, including to donate blood, avoid or escape risk of injury or harm, or to provide 

care or to help a vulnerable person 

 travelling for work purposes, but only where you cannot work from home 
 

   Can I go to the dentist, my GP or another medical appointment? 
You can leave home for medical appointments. 
GP practices may postpone non-urgent health checks or routine appointments. 
You should go to the doctor if there is an essential medical need. 
 

   Can I walk my dog / look after my horse? 
Yes – provided it is alone or with members of your household. 
People must stay at home as much as possible to reduce the spread of the virus. But you can also still 
go outside once a day for a walk, run, cycle. When doing this you must minimise the time you are out 
of your home and stay at least two metres away from anyone else that isn’t from your household. 
 

   Should I stay at home or go to work? 
You may travel for work purposes, but only where you cannot work from home. 
Certain jobs require people to travel to their place of work – for instance if they operate machinery, work 
in construction or manufacturing, or are delivering front line services such as train and bus drivers. 
 

   I’m not a critical worker and I can’t work from home. What should I do? 
If you cannot work from home then you can still travel to work. This is consistent with the Chief Medical 
Officer’s advice. 
Critical workers are those who can still take their children to school or childcare. This critical worker 
definition does not affect whether or not you can travel to work – if you are not a critical worker, you 
may still travel to work provided you cannot work from home. 

         Anyone who has symptoms or is in a household where someone has symptoms should not go to 

work and should self-isolate. 
 

   Can I visit elderly relatives? 
No, you should not be visiting family members who do not live in your home. 
You should keep in touch with them using phone or video calls. 
Where your relatives are elderly or vulnerable, you may leave your house to help them, for example by 
dropping shopping or medication at their door. You can also help them to order online. 
 

   Can I go out to help a vulnerable person? 
You can only provide support to vulnerable people if you fulfil all of the conditions below: 
 you are well and have no symptoms like a cough or high temperature and nobody in your       
household does 
 you are under 70 

 you are not pregnant 

 you do not have any long-term health conditions that make you vulnerable to coronavirus 
            If the answer is yes to everything above, you may leave your house  
                                                                                 to provide care or to help a vulnerable person.  

When outside the home, you should stay at least 2 metres away from others wherever possible. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Emergency Appeal 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting everyone and frontline care 

services face unprecedented challenges. The impact of COVID-19 

means CrossReach residents can no longer receive visits during this 

worrying time. Staff are also under immense pressure as they continue 

to provide vital support in CrossReach’s residential and non-

residential services. The organisation has also been hit hard by the sus-

pension of normal fundraising activities due to Coronavirus. 
          The CrossReach COVID-19 Emergency Appeal has so far raised more  

           than £230,000 to help support the charity through the crisis.  
          To support visit: 

           www.crossreach.org.uk/news/crossreach-coronavirus-covid-19-emergency-appeal 

 

Digitally connecting thanks to oversees churches 
 

Two overseas churches have donated more than £29,000 to CrossReach’s 
COVID-19 Emergency Appeal. The Evangelical Church of Westphalia in 

Germany donated £17,596 while the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has 

pledged £12,065. 

CrossReach has invested heavily in digital technology that will allow care 
home residents to connect with loved ones and will help to provide staff 

with the resources needed during the pandemic. These generous gifts are 

greatly appreciated and  will make a real difference. 
          Read the full story at: 

          www.crossreach.org.uk/news/overseas-partners-make-generous-gifts-to-crossreach 

 

In conversation at Heart & Soul 
 

 With this year’s Heart & Soul taking place online, Viv Dickenson, Chief Execu-

tive Officer of CrossReach joined BBC Health correspondent Hugh Pym and Pro-

fessor Jason Leitch, National Clinical Director of the Scottish Government, to dis-
cuss the impact the Coronavirus Crisis on Health and Social Care. 

“Staff have been fantastic...I’ve been constantly amazed as people rise to the chal-

lenges” (Viv Dickenson, CEO of CrossReach)    
You can watch the full interview on the CrossReach Vimeo Channel:        

                                                                                                                       vimeo.com/420251397/1911b8bea0 

 

Get creative! 
If your live close by a CrossReach service, why not get creative with your children  

and draw a picture to send in to encourage residents in isolation and the staff that are  

providing their care. 

JUNE 2020          

Looking to share ideas on local social care and outreach projects?  
The Social Care Forum is your one-stop-shop for social care resources.  

Visit: www.socialcareforum.scot/ 

https://www.crossreach.org.uk/news/crossreach-coronavirus-covid-19-emergency-appeal
https://www.crossreach.org.uk/news/overseas-partners-make-generous-gifts-to-crossreach
https://youtu.be/3hCXHSdbqlQ
https://vimeo.com/420251397/1911b8bea0
http://www.socialcareforum.scot/


Mental Health Awareness Week 2020 
Looking after our mental health is a vital part of being 

well.  Normally, we can each rely on our strengths and experi-

ences to stay healthy.  However, at a time where taking con-

trol of our lives is very difficult due to the necessary social 

isolation restrictions, taking care of our health and mental well
-being can be exceptionally challenging.  

The theme of this year’s Mental Health Awareness Week, 

‘kindness matters’, highlights that being kind to ourselves and to oth-

ers is necessary for our personal wellness and for the wellness of others. There are many opportuni-
ties to take part in meaningful activities which can help us maintain our health and mental wellbeing 

while supporting others. Virtual Grey Cakes and the PushUp Challenge are two such opportunities 

being run by CrossReach. 

The Scottish Government’s Clear Your Head campaign, provides tips and suggestions to  
help keep us well as we journey through the uncharted waters of COVID-19. 

For resources visit: www.clearyourhead.scot/ 
 

 
  Host a Virtual Grey Cakes Coffee Morning 

As we all continue to live with the impact of COVID-19 and have to main-

tain social distance, is there someone you wish you could chat with over a 
cup of coffee and piece of cake? Holding a Virtual Grey Cakes Coffee 

Morning is a great way to connect with your friends and loved ones whilst 

helping CrossReach to continue to support those who are coping with men-

tal health and wellbeing issues, made all the more difficult by COVID-19. 
You can get as creative as you like; share your recipes and compare ver-

sions of the same cake.  

More information: : www.crossreach.org.uk/virtualgreycakes  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ways to support CrossReach 
Recruitment: hrenquiries@crossreach.org.uk 

Volunteering, including offers for driving key workers: Volunteer.WithUs@crossreach.org.uk 

Supporters, indivduals/ groups/ corporates/ funders: supporters@crossreach.org.uk 
General enquiries: info@crossreach.org.uk 

 

CrossReach prayer widget for church website 
CrossReach can email you a link to its Prayer Diary widget with easy to follow instructions on how to 

upload it. Every week, it will update automatically with a new set of prayers.                                                        

For more information please contact: bdd@crossreach.org.uk 

             
             www.crossreach.org.uk 

Prayer Points 

May God, in His mercy, sustain everyone struggling with the ongoing measures in place to keep 

everyone protected from COVID-19 and to provide all that they need at this time. 

Thank God for the people that support the work of CrossReach by giving of their time in prayer, 

volunteering and by giving generously to its campaigns. 

For a copy of the CrossReach Prayer Diary, visit: www.crossreach.org.uk/resources/prayer-diary 

We hope you can make use of  these features and opportunities in your congregations.               
To contact the CrossReach Supporter Development Team please call: 0131 454 4374 

https://www.crossreach.org.uk/virtual-crossreach-grey-cakes-coffee-morning
https://www.crossreach.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/push-up-for-crossreach
http://www.clearyourhead.scot/
http://www.crossreach.org.uk/virtualgreycakes
mailto:hrenquiries@crossreach.org.uk
mailto:Volunteer.WithUs@crossreach.org.uk
mailto:supporters@crossreach.org.uk
mailto:info@crossreach.org.uk
mailto:bdd@crossreach.org.uk
http://www.crossreach.org.uk/
http://www.crossreach.org.uk/resources/prayer-diary

