
From the 50’s/60’s how it all began 

WHEN IT WAS announced that a new town had to be 
built in Cumbernauld to accommodate Glasgow overspill, 
the presbytery of Linlithgow and Falkirk realised the chal-
lenge and the opportunity that this enormous development 
presented.   
So they decided to erect a hut  for the new tenants to wor-
ship in.  The Hut was situated in the woods close to Park 
Way in Kildrum. The word Kildrum means “The church 
on the hill.” 

IT WAS the Church of Scotland Church Extension fund who was responsi-
ble for appointing the first minister to the parish of Kildrum. The man they 
chose was the Rev. Thomas Stewart McGregor.  
His appointment was confirmed by the Presbytery of Linlithgow and Fal-
kirk on 23rd June 1959. Rev McGregor was born on 8th April, 1933. he 
was the elder son Thomas Stewart McGregor who was a solicitor to the 
Supreme Court in Edinburgh. Rev. McGregor was educated at Daniel 
Stewart’s College and Edinburgh University, where he graduated M.A. 
He then attended the New Faculty of Divinity in Edinburgh for three years. 
He graduated from here with a B.D. Now he was prepared for his chosen 

career. He was ordained at Northfield Parish Church, in Aberdeen 
in October, 1957 where he served as assistant minister. Rev. McGregor 
was inducted at Cumbernauld Old Parish Church 

THE MINISTER 

LOCAL HOUSEWIVES went down 
on their knees and scrubbed out the 
Hut to get it ready for the first service 
on 13th June, 1959. At ten to eleven 
that Sunday morning the Hut was 
empty and Rev. McGregor wondered 
if the service would ever take place. 
However, he need not have worried, 
by ten past eleven the Hut was 
crammed full with lots more worship-
pers on their way. 

NINETEEN parishoners attended the 
new communicant classes every week 
for three months, to prepare themselves 
to join the Church by Profession of 
Faith. 
The service was held on Sunday, 11th 
June, 1961. The congregation was so 
tightly packed that morning that the 
new communicants could hardly 
squeeze through the front of the Hut to 
take their vows. 

and Kilsyth Chronical 

FIRST SERVICE 

AT THE END of the new communicants 
service on 11th June, 1961 the congrega-
tion proceeded to the site of their new 
Church building and there in the sunshine 
they sang the 23rd psalm. 
They listened to the gospel story about 
the man who made sure he could finish 
the tower before he began to build it. 
Then Mrs McGregor cut the first sod 
from the font of the cross in the Chancel 
garden. They were so happy that the work 
was about to begin on the new building 
because they badly needed bigger premis-
es. They asked for God’s blessing. 

SOD CUTTING 

ON THE 16th September 1961, three months 
after the sod cutting, the foundation stone of 
the new church building was layed by the earl 
of Mansfield, Lord High Commisoner to the 
general Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 
The night before the ceremony some of the 
men of the congregation erected a marquee. 
The guests would be entertained there after the 
laying. However it was not to be. Two hours 
before the ceremony was about to begin the 
marquee was blown down by an Atlantic hur-
ricane. Everything was blown about, the pres-
byters robes, their hoods and even the loud-
speakers. Hardly any of the speeches were 
heard, but the earl, dressed in his kilt, braved it 
out and laid the stone. The stone had to be 
held in position by two men so it would not be 
blown from the wall. The buffet had to be 
transferred to the Hut, and it was there that the 
guests were entertained, not in the marquee as 
originally intended. The parishoners would 
never forget that day for as long as they lived. 

THE HUT 

THE GREATEST gift to the Church 
was the font where we are baptised into 
the faith. The cost of which was £53. 
The children of our own Sunday School 
brought their halfpennies every week. 
Some were shiny and new, some were 
old and dull and the children gave them 
generously. They saved a total of 25,440 
halfpennies which was enough to pay 
for the font in full.  
The font was designed by two Edin-
burgh architects, Alan Rieach and Stuart 
Renton. It takes pride of place beside 
the communion table at the front of the 
Church. Some of the ship halfpennies 
have been inserted into the font as a re-
minder of the children’s generosity. 

LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE 

Kildrum Parish Church 

NEW COMMUNICANTS 

The Earl of Mansefield lays the foundation stone 

Mrs. Mopps 

Rev. McGregor 

Mrs McGregor cuts the first sod 

THE FONT 

The bell tower stands tall and elegant at 
the left hand side of the Church entrance. 
It stands 60ft high, is made of reinforced 
concrete and is the most conscipuous 
landmark in the parish. The tower cost 
five thousand pounds and was paid for 
by the Sunday School children through-
out Scotland. The money came from 
large city parishes and small country 
churches. One church from Fair Isle who 
had only nine children sent in their most 
welcome donations. A girl called Joan 
Clarke from Livingston saved 3500 ship 
halfpennies and it was her who had the 
privilege to press the button which set 
the bells in motion. 

THE BELL TOWER 

Because of the unusual circumstances that prevail at 
present, and, with no Kirk News possible, we 
thought we’d have a look back at how Kildrum 
Church was born. This information was from a book-
let that Sharyn Miller produced as part of her project 
for her Queen’s Award in The Girls’ Brigade. So it’s 
a thanks to Sharyn for agreeing that we could use 
this information. 

SCHOOL CHILDREN and teachers 
from Govan attended the morning service 
one Sunday. During the service two of 
the young visitors went forward and pre-
sented Rev. McGregor with a pupit fall. 
Rev. McGregor set the fall on the pulpit 
and dedicated it. The fall has a beautiful 
red cross on a white background. It was 
made by the nimble fingers of an 83 year 
old lady, Miss Campbell. It is one of over 
fifty pulpit falls Miss Campbell has made 
for churches from Africa to the USA who 
display Miss Campbell’s work with 
pride. The church already had  a pulpit 
fall which was donated by Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation, but th new 
one was used on special occasions such 
as Communion Sundays and Christmas 
day services.  

PULPIT FALL 



 

 

 

 

 

PLAY GROUP 

IT WAS TWO years before the 
first marriage took place in “The 
Hut”  as it was mostly young 
families that were moving into 
the parish. In contrast there were 
two hundred baptisms performed 
in the Church in the three years it 
was in use. The organisations 
were underway. The Men’s 
groups, Women’s meetings, Sun-
day School and the Youth Organ-
isations were all well attended. 
They were fortunate to have un-
tiring and devoted leaders in 
charge of these groups. The 
church was used for social, recre-

THE CHURCH’S Play Group 
started on Wednesday, 22nd 
March, 1963. That morning Miss 
Wilkie opened the Play Group. 
Ten children aged between two 
and four  turned up to play in the 
Church hall. Toys were laid out 
and the games were led by Miss 
Wilkie with the help of some of 
the mothers. The play morning 
would be a regular Wednesday 
affair, starting at 9.30 till mid-
day. The children enjoyed them-
selves very much. 

THE DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH 

Very Rev. McLeod 

ON SUNDAY, 28th June, 1964 
the morning service was tele-
vised from Kildrum church. The 
Church was crammed with wor-
shipers.  
Everyone was seated early and 
the cameras were set to roll. 
Later on the same day they rec-
orded the the songs of praise ser-
vice which was to be shown later 
in the year.  
Rev. Roy McIntosh who was the 
minister of St. Mungo’s wrote a 
new song especially for the 
event.  
The music was written by Mr. C. 
Herasse.  
The new song was sung by a 
mixed congregation from all the 
local churches and it added to 
the excitement of the day. 

THE FIRST Garden Fete was held in May, 1962. Miss Rosemary 
Manley from the White Heather Club opened the Fete by cutting “the 
tape.” 
The Gala Queen, Miss Irene Leitch was crowned by Mrs Jack Gibson, 
wife of the Session Clerk at that time.  
There were prizes donated by loca hotels, garages and hairdressers. 
Anne Copland was the “fortune teller.” All afternoon there was a long 
queue  outside her tent and her mysterious powers were exercised to 
the full. 
The Fete raised over two hundred pounds. That evening there was a 
Gala Dance which completed the day. 

ational, educational and spiritual 
activities. There was a Tuesday 
teashop which provided the op-
portunity for women to meet and 
make friends. There was wel-
come “Welcome Socials” for 
each intake of new tenants and a 
speaker from the Development 
Corporation would explain the 
planning proposals for the town. 
A group of women had undertak-
en the task of visiting the sick 
and elderly and a group of men 
had got together to help decorate 
the homes of some of the old 
folk. 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

TV COMES  
TO KILDRUM 

GARDEN FETE 

Baptismal Group, Christmas 1961 
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Miss Wilkie with the Playgroup 

ON 18th OCTOBER 1962 my wife and I with our two children, aged 
five and two moved from Glasgow to Cumbernauld to our new home at 
151 Torbrex Rd. in Carbrain. Are you sure you want to move to a 
building site in the middle of nowhere, the re-
moval man asked. The only other occupied 
house in the square was our next door neigh-
bour as he worked for the Cumbernauld Devel-
opment Corporation was able to answer our 
numerous questions, one of which was “where 
is the local Parish Church? ”He explained that 
the new Church building would be opening 
shortly but at present its in the Church Hut in 
the woods at the far end of Afton Road. To get 
from Torbrex Rd. to Afton Rd. turned out to be 
a bit difficult, involving amongst other things, 
temporary footbridges across large ditches, 
which eventually became the road outside the Church. The first service 
in the Church Hut was on 13th September 1959 and remained in use 
until the new Church buildings were opened and dedicated on 16th De-
cember 1962. What a day that was!  
A lovely new Church building with its impressive Bell Tower and bells 
ringing out calling people to worship, and came thet did! The Church 
was packed even with the additional chairs down the side aisles. The 
services was relayed to the large hall where more people were seated. 
The Rev Stuart McGregor was the first minister of Kildrum Parish 
Church, and during his ten year ministry he baptised more than a thou-
sand babies. It was said that in Cumbernauld you had more chance of 
being knocked down by a pram than by a car. 
Throughout the years, a lot of work has been carried out to the Church 
buildings. The original flat roof leaked, and for some time buckets, 
strategically placed, were used to catch all the drips. Eventually to rec-
tify the probem, alterations required to be carried out on the roof. 
Later on, one of the bells went silent so instead of going DING DONG, 
DING DONG, THEY WENT DING CLONK, DING CLONK, much 
to the annoyance of the local residents. The bells were operated electri-
cally. So a member of the congregation, an electrician, accompanied by 
the Minister at that time, went up the Bell Tower to try and solve the 
problem.  
Eventually a firm who specialised  in such matters was employed, the 
bells did work for a short time, but the once again became silent. The 
floor in the much used Large Hall eventually required extensive re-
pairs. The heating system which had caused problems for some time 
was renewed quite recently. These were just some of the major pro-

jects, all carried out by 
contractors. 
Most of the maintenance 
work required over the 
past years has been car-
ried out by members of 
the congregation. Jim 
Dingwall, Jimmy the 
Joiner, as he was known, 
repaired or renewed a 
large proportion of the 
woodwork throughout 
the Church buildings 
during his time with us, 
and he also made that 

lovely Cross that hangs on the back wall of the Church, There were al-
so electricians whose expertise was called for on many occasions. The 
painting of the Church, the Halls etc., the cleaning of the Church build-
ings, and many other tasks, too numerous to mention, all carried out by 
members of the congregation. 
At times somewhat unusual tasks were carried out, some with great dif-
ficulty I may add. Like the time a member of the congregation offered 
the Church a piano she no longer required, and we needed one for the 
Large Hall. Not wanting to hire a removal firm we decided to do the 
job ourselves. As we stood ouside the door of the upper flat and then 
looked down the spiral staircase, I think we all had second thoughts but 
didn’t want to express them. We did manage however and the piano 
was eventually placed in position in the Large Hall. 
When I was aske to give a short talk about the Church buildings etc. 
over the years, there was one question that came into my mind “What 
is it that makes people offer their services? I don’t know if there is a 
single answer, but perhaps they remember, as we all should, this is 
God’s House 
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