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CHURCH RE-OPENING         SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER at 11.am 

LIMITED SEATING SO ‘BOOK’ YOUR PLACE   Phone: oi236 611087 

We are on the way to opening the church and 

with determination and a lot of hard work we know 

that it will happen on the 20th September as planned. 

The good news is that we will be able to worship in 

the Sanctuary as the cleaning will not affect the chairs 

and carpet which we thought would have been a prob-

lem. That is the good news, the down side is that at the 

moment due to restrictions we can only accommodate 

40 people worshipping which will mean that to come 

to a church service everyone will have to phone in to 

let us know how many we have at each service. 

All the information about this and about church 

opening I shall write in separate notes, which you will 

find later on in this issue, giving  details of what to do. 

It will be strange to start with but as everything eases 

off in time, we will be able to come together as before. 

Though this takes time and patience, and I urge every-

one to have patience and understanding to the new 

way of doing things. 

  We have started a new way of doing things 

already and the Trustees and Kirk Session have had 

their first Zoom Meeting which was successful due to 

the hard work of our Session Clerk, Mrs. Russell and 

we owe her our thanks for that. That was a time when 

the heart might have been fearful and the hands might 

have given way, but with perseverance the outcome 

was much better than hoped for. 

We as a Congregation may find it hard to come 

back together. Some are desperate I know that, but I 

am aware of the wider issues for many people and it 

will be a big decision for some. Anxiety is something 

which affects us all to a greater or lesser degree but it 

does affect many and it can be daunting to be in a 

place with 30 plus other folk. Rest assured though we 

are doing all we can to make sure that the Sanctuary is 

a safe place to be, with seating 2 metres apart,  hand 

gel has been delivered, and signs all ready to go. 

In the reading I have highlighted the prophet 

Isaiah describes a “Road to Holiness” a return to the 

great place of Zion. He talked then to the beleaguered 

people of Israel and described their return after so 

many years of captivity and devastation. In fact he is 

saying, Be Strengthened and do not be Fearful for 

God will save and make secure. 

In all our spiritual wanderings during the lock 

down, the path of Faith had moved away from the 

church building and we may have felt bereft and at a 

loss. However, we have hope now that the wandering 

will cease and we will be back together again to wor-

ship God. We will be back in the Peace of the Church 

and even if some may not wish to come back yet eve-

ryone will have a boost in knowing that the church is 

running again and is a beacon of light in the commu-

nity. A visible sign of God’s work in this place. 

So take heart everyone, things are moving and 

we are moving in the strength of the Lord who is 

watching over us at all times and in so many different 

ways. We must place our trust in Him and await the 

day when the Pandemic subsides,  most likely when a 

vaccine is there for us all. 
 

LET US PRAY........ 
.. 

 

Loving Lord, 
Strengthen our resolve to overcome 

the difficulties and anxieties ahead as we 
move forward in church life and in every-
day life. Lead us through this new way of 
life and help us to let go of the past and 
hold on to the future.                                         

We ask in Jesus name.     AMEN 
 
May God Bless You and Keep You, 

 

  
 , 

Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way, say to those with fearful       
hearts, ‘Be strong, do not fear,-----He will come to save you.’     (Isaiah ch35 v 3-4) Dear Friends, 

Rev. Grace Saunders 
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      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 
 

Morning Worship  &  Sunday School   
are suspended until September at the earliest. 

 

Sunday Services 
 
 

September 2020 
  

Our first Church Service 
is on 20th September. 

 

All Organisation Meetings and 
Hall Lets are ‘on hold’   
until further notice. 

    

The Kirk Session 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

Tel:723492
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CHURCH NEWS 
 
 

GETTING BACK TO CHURCH 
This is not going to be as easy as we may think, and there will be restrictions in place  

when we do re-open.   The most important things are: 
 

To BOOK A PLACE each Sunday - Phone:  01236 611087  (Mrs. Ann Russell, Session Clerk) 
 

 You MUST phone EACH WEEK to let us know that you want to come to church 

 You will be asked at the door for your name and the list ticked that we maintain         

‘Track and Trace’. 

 There will be no sitting next to each other, even if you have isolated together. 

 Everyone must sit on the seat they are allocated. You cannot sit where you like. 

 Masks must be worn in the Sanctuary. Hand gel will be at the entrance. 

 Offerings and Envelopes should be put on the plate at the entrance if you don’t do a     

‘standing order’. 

  There will be no singing - even with masks on! 
 

The above are the basics for attending church services but there will be a letter issued to all members              

giving further information and explanations on why we have to proceed in this way at the moment. 

 

ALL AGE GROUPS ARE WELCOME. —  Those in the “Vulnerable Group” can attend services and 

 it is for each church to make sure that facilities and protocols are in place to keep people safe.  
OPENING – we shall re-open on 20th September   

NO SINGING – Government Policy is no singing because of the higher risk of spreading infection.  

We shall have to abide by this and simply listen to Ann playing the organ.   

FACE MASKS — to be worn, hand sanitizers at the door and social distancing observed  

with allocated seating. 

DEEP CLEANING — will be carried out before the church is used and after each service.  
 

                 There will be a lot more to consider but these are the main things at the moment.  
   

 As you see things are moving forward and we have work to do, as time progresses. 

Rev. Grace Saunders   

CROSSREACH  at Christmas 
 

CROSSREACH Christmas Cards 2020 and Calendar Collection for 2021 will be available from 1st Sept.  
 

With new, exciting, bright cards and ever popular traditional cards, there really is something for everyone! 
From 1st Sept. you can see and order the Christmas Cards and Calendars on-line at  shop.crossreach.org.uk  

  

Paper copies of the Catalogue will be sent to previous customers but You can request your paper copy of the 
Catalogue by emailing us at webshop@crossreach.org.uk, or by phoning us on  0131 454 4374. 

                              

A MEDITATION 
 

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."        Matt. 11:28. 
 

While Mary sat in quietness at the Master's feet, Martha fussed and sweated in the kitchen's heat.   

She was too busy doing what she thought was good. She had not time to rest a while and listen to the Lord. 

Giving and doing were Martha's chosen role, which helped her to think that she was in control. Yet, in her 

care-filled bustling she had found no real tranquillity - a gift that only comes to those who learn how to re-

ceive and be. For Martha's God is god of hearth and home - house-trained, domestic. She does not know the 

living God, whose energy drives all heaven and earth - awesome, majestic. Nor does she hear, within her 

anxious breast, his gentle words to all who labour and are heavy laden: 

                                                                                            "Come to me, and I will give you rest." 

Susan Boland 

shop.crossreach.org.uk
mailto:webshop@crossreach.org.uk
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The Treasurer                                September 2020                        
 

Dear Everyone,   
       It is difficult to believe that we are now in 

Autumn. I hope you are keeping well as that has to be 
of the greatest importance. 

An email was received from the Church of Scot-
land with information regarding the re-opening of 
Places of Worship - not details of when but making 
sure they are insured with certain deadlines given, and 
alerting us to a possible increase in cost depending on 
our situation at the various dates. The insurance com-
pany took a very realistic view of the fact that, during 
the lockdown, places of worship had to be closed. They 
are, only now, reverting to the previous conditions re-
garding unoccupied buildings. Following much corre-
spondence with the Church of Scotland, this has been 
attended to and I thank Mr David Fraser for his advice 
and reassurance.  

As the Manse has been unoccupied for several 
months, that, also, has had implications for insurance. 
It was dealt with separately. We had to ensure, early 
on in lockdown, that our policy reflected the fact that is 
was unoccupied. In line with what the insurance com-
pany require in order for them to continue to cover the 
Manse, Mr Bennie has been going along on an almost 
daily basis to inspect the property, keeping a log and, if 
necessary, arranging for any remedial work to be car-
ried out. And while the Church, Church House and 
Halls are unoccupied, he has been doing the same there  
to meet the terms of the insurance cover. This is a 
huge commitment and I thank him for doing that.  

As I said in a previous “Parish News”, we have 
new contracts in place for the supply of Gas and Elec-
tricity. The companies are the ones recommended by 
the Church of Scotland and these contracts should re-
sult in lower bills. The supplier of Gas (SSE) remains 
the same but we have changed to Opus for electricity. 
Due to the lockdown, with reduced numbers of staff 
and people working from home, this changeover proc-
ess has taken much longer and involved far more cor-
respondence than normal. However, at last, we have 
received correct bills for electricity. Hopefully, by the 
time you are reading this, we shall have received a cor-

rect bill for Gas. I thank Mr Newlands for his attention 
to detail and for alerting me to inaccuracies on the part 
of the suppliers.  

Although I have said this many times, I thank 
sincerely, everyone who donates by Standing Order 
and those who have been putting money aside, weekly, 
to bring with you when we return to worshipping to-
gether. (That day must be getting closer, if it has not 
already arrived as I write this at the beginning of Au-
gust without the knowledge of a re-opening date). 
Also, I thank those who have deposited a cheque into 
the Church Account either by giving it to me to de-
posit or by depositing it directly. If you wish to donate 
by Standing Order or deposit cash or a cheque, please 
contact me 01236 732377 for our bank details. Thank 
you to everyone who is supporting our Church and 
helping it to survive so that it is there when we go 
back to worshipping God together. I would urge those 
of you who do not donate by any of the above methods, 
on our return to worshipping together, to place in the 
Offering Bag the amount you would have donated dur-
ing all the weeks of closure. When the government 
says they will give money to this that and the other 
what they really mean is that they will give the money 
to which the Taxpayers contribute, to whatever it is. 
It is not the government's money which keeps the 
country running, but the Taxpayers. Similarly, to keep 
our Church running, your Offerings are needed. Without 
the money which the Congregation contributes, our 
Church cannot pay the bills to keep it running. This 
year, our finances will be depleted for many reasons - 
one obvious reason being that we shall have little or no 
income from social events. Expenditure has been re-
duced as much as possible, but certain payments still 
have to be made to meet required Health and Safety 
Standards and especially to enable the Word of God to 
continue to be spread in so many ways.                       
Let us all remember from whom everything we have 
comes and give our thanks to God. 

 

                       Keep well and          

                             and May God Bless you. 

Ann Kenny   

Hello again my Friends,                      September  2020                                   
 

       Well we are now hopefully coming near to the 
time when we can go back to Church.  We are aiming 
to have the first service on the 20th September all 
going well.  It will of course be very different from 
what we are used to ;wearing of masks; sitting sepa-
rately even from a partner; social distancing even in 
the grounds of the Church; one way in and leaving by 
another exit; sanitizing hands on entry and exit.  
Numbers to be allowed in are much less than what we 
would normally have on a Sunday and so to avoid 
disappointment, your intention to attend Church on 
the Sunday needs to be registered in advance. There 
will of course be no hymn singing which I know is a 
disappointment to many people but it is the govern-
ment rules that we are abiding by. Even with all that 
it will be great to be back. 

 Now in this 21st century we had a Trustees 
“Zoom“ Meeting on 27th August.  I will let you know 
how successful that is in next month’s message. 

A buildings inspection has been completed by our 
Fabric Convenor Mr Bennie and a risk assessment is 
almost completed by our Health and Safety Officer, 
Mr Clark. We are extremely grateful for all the work 
that these two gentlemen have done. When approved 
by the Kirk Session these completed reports must be 
sent to Presbytery to be further approved before any 
opening can take place. 

I leave you with this little quotation: 
Don’t look back 
Because........ 
You’re not going that way. 

 

With every blessing, 

Anne Russell  (Session Clerk)      
  



The  GUILD                

                                Meetings are still  

   suspended  until further notice.   
 

Our Ladies continue to enjoy good health and are keeping 

their spirits up in these trying times and being careful 

with masks etc. keeping isolated and safe! 

                                                                            Lesley Freeland   
(Tel: 734930 734930) 

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

There’s such a lot that’s wrong today 

My goodness , don’t I know it? 

I often say - the world’s gone mad, 

Though sometimes I say ‘Blow it’. 
 

Yes, life’s a sorry thing indeed, 

But God is still behind it; 

There’s wrong, I know, but right also 

If only I can find it. 
 

The shadows crowd around , and yet, 

There’s sunshine, if you see it; 

I’ll seek the best and never rest, 

But daily try to be it. 
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1st Condorrat Company                
The Boys’ Brigade                

September 2020 
 

Another day…..another Month.  Schools are 
trying to get back to some kind of “normal”,  whatever 
that is and I’m hearing of plenty of advice on what to 
do, only to find later, that due to circumstances, the 
advice has changed. It’s all quite confusing. 

The Staff of the 1st Condorrat Boys Brigade 
have been in contact via ‘Zoom meetings’, when we 
discussed what our ‘first move’ should be.   We de-
cided to send a letter in mid-August to all members 
Parents giving a brief outline of  our proposals, but 
unfortunately we did not get a good response. At our 
next meeting we decided that we really have to get in 
touch with Parents to get them onboard, and allow us 
to make the necessary arrangements and adjustments 
to our programmes. A second letter will be sent out at 
the beginning of September along with texts and in-
formation available on our Web-site, Twitter, Face-
book and other various ways of communicating, keep-
ing everyone up-to-date on our plans. 

I have to say that I am very wary of starting 
back too soon and putting everyone at risk. We shall 
be taking advice from BBHQ, the Church of Scotland 
and Schools, and from there, make our decisions. We 
have paperwork that needs to be filled in - Risk As-
sessments, Health and Safety, Procedures, all to be 
attended to. We are fortunate to have good accommo-
dation in which to work with two good size halls, with 
plenty of Exit doors (in our favour) and Church 
House ,with its various rooms, is also a blessing. 

 

 
In the last edition I said I would relate some 

exploits of camping with youngsters.  
One of my earliest problems regarding control 

of the Boys was when there was a disagreement of any 
sort, which could not be sorted by discussion. We had 
to come up with some kind of disciplining - after all, 
the Boys have to be taught right from wrong. It was 
not a good idea to confine them to camp as this only 
made matters worse. No, they had to be taught a les-
son they would not forget.  Now, a simple fun way 
was to first explain the rights and wrongs of their  
actions. Second, they had to take part in something 
where they had to have a working relationship with 
their opposing member. To this end a simple task 
would be for each to collect a bucket full of Daisies, sit 
down, and produce a Daisy Chain. At Tea-time they 
would come to front of all the Boys, hang their Daisy 
Chain around their opposites neck, give each other a 
hug, and all would be forgiven. Sounds so silly, but 
believe it or not, it worked. Firm friends were made 
after realizing how daft they were in the first place. 
On completion of the Ceremony, they were initiated 
into the fictitious Pixie Club.  It’s great to hear young 
men of today discussing their exploits during camp 
and, daft though it may sound, are proud members of 
the Pixie Club.         

  - If only life was that simple!! 
  

  Stay Safe,  
 

                         Andrew Eadie                                                        
                                  (Company Captain) 

 

              Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

 1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can 

do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done 
To get something done a committee 

should consist of no more than three 

folk, two of whom are absent. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com


Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 
 

      However, it would be extremely helpful if the Minister could be informed as early as possible of any 

member who has been hospitalised.  Please give as much information as possible such as Member’s Full 

Name; District of Parish; Hospital; Ward number; etc.  It would also be helpful if the Minister or any Office

-bearer can be informed of any members admitted to a particular Care Home. 

Church Register 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

August 2020 
 

      14th.          Thomas McNulty                                            of     Condorrat   

      22nd.          James McRae*                                               of     Condorrat             
 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects, there will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 
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The Fellowship/Prayer Group                                               September   
 

The Group are not meeting until further notice. 
 

Prayer requests should be made to me by letter or telephone..    

    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Valerie Armstrong        
(Tel:  737777) 

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth; 

rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

                                           2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

Rock Bottom 
 

‘When you’re at the bottom, the only way left is up’ - 
so the saying goes. But it doesn’t always feel that 
way and, if we’re honest, we don’t always believe 
that it is the way. That feeling of ‘You blew it again’  
just reinforces our continuing sense of failure.  
Maybe it’s the fifth attempt at your driving test; or 
yet another failed relationship; or a job for which 
we were ’not the right person’. Will it ever be any 
different? Are we just one of life’s losers? 

Peter the Apostle, tended to ’open his mouth 
and put his foot in it’ and Jesus had to pull him up 
on several occasions.  What a failure Peter must 
have felt when he deserted Jesus. But, amazingly, 
Jesus took Peter with all his failings and made him 
one the strongest leaders of the early church. 

Failure is never the end — and sometimes it’s 
only the beginning. 
   Many are unaware of their weakness, but just as many  
                                               are unaware of their strength.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Our Weakness — God’s Strength 
 

In our modern world seeing a man cry is a bit of 
an embarrassment. We applaud success but we do 
not  quite know how to handle failure. We can be 
condescending to those who we feel have ‘failed’.     
People who are divorced, unemployed or have had 
a nervous breakdown find that others don’t know 
what to say to them. 

The Bible offers hope to those weakened by 
their circumstances. God loves to take our weak-
ness and our failures and turn them into success. 
The reason he does this is that those who are weak 
can realise their need for God’s help.  

The successful think they don’t need God and 
what He has to say to them. 

Our weakness gives God an opportunity to 
show His strength. 
 

Jesus said:     Happy are those who know they are spiritually  
                  poor; the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
              Happy are those who mourn; God will comfort them! 

When an arm came off Jessie’s doll she toddled up to 
her Mum and said ‘Mummy, mend it.’    Not, ‘Will you 
mend it Mummy?’  Jessie had complete and utter confi-
dence in her Mum, and such assurance that Mum not 
only could but would mend it. 

When Jesus said ‘...of such is the Kingdom of God’, he 
meant I think, that you and I are to be like children, tell-
ing God of our need and knowing that He will help us. 

If I can do the things I ought, 
At least that’s something done; 

If I can smile when things go wrong, 
Why, that’s a victory won. 

 

If in the ups and downs of life, 
When weary is the way, 

If I keep on bravely, folk may find 
In me their strength and stay. 



Hello Everyone,                     September 

It’s September already!  Rowans, rosehips 
and brambles have been adding a touch of colour 
to the greenery for a few weeks now and there is 
a noticeable nip in the air at each end of the day. 
Normally this is the time of year when the church 
organisations start their new sessions and we 
celebrate Communion, Dedication services and 
Stewardship. However nothing is normal this 
year! Who would have thought that our church 
doors would still be closed? 

As I look back over the last few months, I 
am thankful that all those who I know have come 
through it, and are now beginning to pick up 
from where they were before. When I asked my 
grandchildren if they were looking forward to 
going back to school  they mostly answered 
“No!”. But now that they are there, their mums 
tell me they seem quite happy (although they 
probably wouldn’t admit it if I asked them again). 

 Life is slowly becoming less restrictive for 
most of us but I know we have to be patient for a 
while longer. We don’t know what lies ahead but 
as a Church we have Faith that we can prosper 
and make changes, based on our experience, and 
look to our future in Condorrat Parish Church. 
Hopefully it won’t be too long till we have some 
positive news to give you about re-opening the 
Sanctuary for worship. Please pray for our 
church. 

 

 I’d like to leave you with a quote from the 
late Professor William Barclay: 

‘Prayer is not an excuse for being lazy and for 
pushing the work off on to God: prayer is a way to 
finding the strength and ability to do things along 
with God that we could never have done by ourselves.’ 

 

         I hope to see you all soon, 
 

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  
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The Sunday School                  September 

  

     All still continue to enjoy good health and are 

keeping their spirits up ...but still wishing that we 

were all to be back together again.  

                            Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

Complete the following unusual    

  nouns of Assemblage? : 
 

a. A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of lapwings. 

b. A_ _ _ _ _ _ _of astronomers. 

c. A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of elephants. 

d. A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _of bachelors. 

e. A_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _of vicars. 

f. A_ _ _ _ _ _ _ of mosquitoes. 

g. A_ _ _ _  _ _ of oxen. 

h. A_ _ _ _ _ _ _ of bakers. 

i. A _ _ _ _ _ _ of snails. 

j. An _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _of ravens. 
 

(Answers on page 11) 

Did You Know........?                        Kirriemuir 
 

 Kirriemuir is in Angus and was a very important 

weaving centre for about 250 years up until the First 

World War.  It is of course, the home of our minister, 

Grace, as well as the birthplace of it’s most famous son,    

author J M Barrie (Peter Pan and The Admirable Crich-

ton), whose birthplace is now a museum. At the back of 

his former house is the original ‘Wendy House’ - an old 

washhouse inspiring that built by ‘the Lost Boys’ in 

Peter Pan. In later life Barrie donated a camera obscura 

to the town. It is close to where Barrie was buried.  

This is also the birthplace of Bon Scott, lead singer 

of  Aussie Rock Band -AC/DC.  Actor David Niven 

claimed to be born here (more romantic than London), and 

Sir Hugh Munro a founding member of the Scottish 

Mountaineering Club in 1891, was brought up nearby at 

Lindertis Estate. He is better known for listing nearly 

300 Scottish Mountains above 3,000ft (Munro’s).  The 

first person known to have climbed all of them was 

Rev. A.E. Robertson in 1901..... but Sir Hugh never 

managed to complete the list.  

( It also has the ‘Curriemuir Cuisine’ which to me is 

a really good local name for a ‘takeaway’.) 



Remember to save your  ‘used’ 
Postage Stamps and bring them 

to Church 
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      When God Whispers: 
 

A man whispered,  

'God Speak to me'  

And a Blackbird sang. 

But the man did not hear. 
 

So the man yelled,  

'God Speak to me'  

And thunder rolled across the sky. 

But the man did not listen. 
 

The man looked around and said,              

'God let me see you'  

And a star shone brightly. 

But the man did not see. 
 

And the man shouted,  

'Go show me a miracle'  

And a Life was born. 

But the man did not notice. 
 

So the man cried out in despair,  

' Touch me God and let me know you are there' 

Whereupon, God reached down  

and touched the man.  

But the man brushed the butterfly away..... 

....... and walked on. 

                                                           Anon. 
 

Biblical One-Liners: 
 

What time of day was Adam created?  

Just a little before Eve. 

Who was the fastest runner in the Bible?  

Adam, he was the first in the human race. 

Did Eve ever have a date with Adam?  

Nope.....just an apple. 

What excuse did Adam give his children about  

                             why they no longer lived in Eden? 

‘Your mother ate us out of house and home’. 

Which servant of God was      

                                  the most flagrant Lawbreaker? 

Moses- he broke all 10 Commandments at once. 

Who was the first Tennis player in the Bible? 

Joseph, because he served in Pharaoh’s court. 

How do a group of Angels greet each other? 

Halo,  Halo, Halo. 

How does Moses make his tea? 

Hebrews it obviously. 

Why did God create man before woman? 

Because he didn't want advice on how to do it. 

Why do we say 'Amen' after we pray  

                                               instead of 'Awomen'? 

Same reason we sing hymns and not hers. 

What's the best way to study the Bible? 

That's easy, you Luke into it. 
 

Gordon Ross 

The Cross in my Pocket. 
 

I carry a cross in my pocket, 

A simple reminder to me 

Of the fact that I am a Christian 

No matter where're I may be. 
 

This little cross isn’t magic 

Nor is it a good luck charm, 

It isn’t meant to protect me 

From every physical harm. 
 

It’s not for identification 

For all the world to see; 

It’s simply an understanding 

Between my Saviour and me. 
 

When I put my hand in my pocket 

To bring out a coin or a key 

The cross is there to remind me  

Of the price He paid for me. 
  

It reminds me too, to be thankful 

For my blessings each day by day 

And to strive to serve Him better 

In all that I do or say. 
 

It’s also a daily reminder 

Of the Peace and Comfort I share 

With all who know my master 

And give themselves to his care. 
 

So I carry this cross in my pocket 

Reminding no-one but me 

That Jesus Christ is Lord of my Life 

If only I’ll let Him be. 

 
(This poem was given to our Guild by our Link Guild 

of Templehall Church, Kirkcaldy.) 

Mary Innes. 

* * * * * 

Did You Know.........  
 

  The World’s Oldest Football, dating from around 

1540 is in the Smith Art Gallery and Museum in Stir-

ling. It was discovered in Stirling Castle, behind the 

panelling in the bedchamber of Mary, Queen of Scots. 

Also in the Museum is the ‘Stirling Stone’, the 

World’s Oldest Curling Stone, inscribed 1511. iIt was 

found at the bottom of a pond in Dunblane. Curling of 

course in days gone by was played on frozen lochs, 

ponds and rivers - the most famous probably being the 

Lake of Menteith. 

A modest man is 

usually admired 

— if people ever 

hear of him. 

People everywhere  
confuse what they read in 

newspapers with news. 



Articles for Parish News are welcome  from ALL the Congregation. 
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giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
      Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains 

Tax, which is annually at least equal to the Tax which 

the Congregation, and other Charities to which you 

make Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the financial 

value of your ‘gifts’ for that year.   
       Gift Aid Declaration Forms or further 
information is available from  
                                        our Gift Aid Convener:....  
 

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 

Fabric Envelopes    
Dear Members, 

 . Your donations from the envelopes are for the 

upkeep of the church premises (the church, church 

halls and the manse). If you are a Taxpayer please 

ensure to put you name and address on the space pro-

vided allowing us to reclaim 25p in every pound of 

your donation. Thank you again for your continued 

support. 
Doreen Ross   

( F.W.O. and Gift Aid Convenor ) 

  Shopping   ‘Online’? 

 

Do it with  ‘Easyfundraising’ ? 
 

   A great way to make money for our  
Church—with no fees! 

    Just find  Easyfundraising on ‘Google’ etc. and 
register; name  Condorrat Parish Church as your 
‘cause’ ; and when you shop go into  Easyfundrais-
ing’  and  hit ‘Go Shopping’. 
                For  help contact  Margaret McCallum  
                                                          or Susan Gibson 

Tea Rota. 
 

    Here we are, another month and we are 
still "Ladies in Waiting".  

   Be assured we will be ready to ‘spring into 
action’ as soon as we get the "all clear". Meantime, 
keep taking  care and...be safe.                

                               God bless.     
Mary Innes. 

  

 Sadly, we mourn the death of Mr. Jimmy McRae 
(husband of the late Jessie) who, along with Jessie served 
on our Tea Rota Team faithfully for many years. 

They will be very much missed and we extend our 
sympathy to the family at this very sad time.   

More  children’s BIBLE Answers? 
 

 If you know the Bible, even a little, you may 

find this amusing.  It comes from a Caithness 

School ‘s Test when kids were asked questions 

about the Old and New Testaments.  

    All were written by children and are untouched 

or corrected and incorrect spelling remains : 
 

 David was a hebrew king who was skilled at playing 

the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people 

who lived in biblical times. 
 

 Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives and 

700 porcupines. 
 

 When Mary heard she was the mother of   Jesus, she 

sang the magna carta. 
 

 When the three wise guys from the east side arrived 

they found Jesus in the manager. 
  

 Jesus was born because Mary had an        immacu-

late contraption. 
 

 St. John the blacksmith dumped water on his head. 
 

 Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do 

unto others before they do one to you. He also ex-

plained a man doth not live by sweat alone. 
 

 It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the dead and 

managed to get the tombstone off the entrance. 
 

 The people who followed the lord were called the 12 

decibels. 
 

 The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 
 

 One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was 

also a taximan. 
 

 St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy 

acrimony, which is another name for marraige. 
 

 Christians have only one spouse. This is called 

monotony. 

The Social Committee        September 
 

   Unfortunately we still have no news  
of possible events planned for  

the coming year.   
  We are so sorry about this but we are 

still following church guidelines.  

           Margaret McCallum (Social Convener) 

‘Smalls For All’ 
 

   ‘Smalls For All’ has opened up again and desperately 
need donations. If folk could begin collecting brand   
new pants (any size, any colour - although black is espe-

cially liked) so when church opens they can let myself 
or Mrs Cochrane have them.    Thank you, 

                                       Margaret McCallum  
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT WORK 
 

After taking a fortnight’s holiday at the beginning 
of August, five days of which was spent in Pitlochry, 
I’m back to work, although not quite with a spring in 
my step, yet! Pitlochry was nice but different. No daily 
housekeeping in the hotel unless one was only staying 
for one night. Face masks to be worn in all public ar-
eas of the hotel and in all the shops along with hand 
sanitising, etc. For all that we saw changes, and we 
admired the work put in by the hospitality and tour-
ism industry in Pitlochry and surrounding areas, to 
encourage holidaymakers back. 

For several years, it has been a privilege for me 
to see the new P1’s starting school, but not this year.  
Due to government restrictions, I am not yet able to 
enter any school building or visit any classes. No par-
ent is allowed to enter the school either, which is even 
more gut-wrenching than normal due to the virus 
restrictions. Parents couldn’t take those all important 
“first day at school” pictures of the children sitting at 
their desks beside their new classmates. I sympathise 
with them, even more so when we hear of ‘spikes’ in 
coronavirus cases happening in both secondary and 
primary schools throughout Scotland.  This is inevita-
ble as more people socialise and return to a “new nor-

mal” but we must all be vigilant with our own per-
sonal hygiene and that of our children.   

In this regard, I have decided to continue with 
the RME activities which I sent out to families, whose 
addresses I had, during the peak period of restrained 
living.  Below are examples of this which may help 
folks to understand what I’ve been doing and, in do-
ing so,  may offer their addresses so I can post new 
activities to them.  ‘Feedback’ received has been more 
than favourable with families feeling connected to the 
Church in a new and exciting way.  No-one is obliged 
to participate in the RME activities – that is clearly 
stated in the covering letter  which I sent out – but if 
it helps families and children see Christianity in an 
exciting way, then perhaps seeds will be sown for the 
future.  By doing this under Church auspices, I am in 
no way following the school curriculum so can offer a 
new and different slant to what the children learn in 
the classroom. 

I know that our church will be open for worship 
soon, and I yearn to gather together for worship to-
gether, albeit in a new and different way. I know our 
Kirk Session and our minister, Grace, have worked 
hard to do this.  Please keep our spiritual leaders 
(including myself) in your prayers. 

Susan Boland 

Who is God? 
 

The Christian Bible has a song book within 
it known as “The Psalms” (the P is silent).                
The Psalms were written by a man called David 
who became King and led his people, the Israel-
ites.    When he was a boy he killed the great gi-
ant, Goliath.  Probably the most well known 
Psalm, is Psalm 23 “The Lord is my Shepherd”.  
David wrote the Psalms to tell of God’s power, 
David and his people’s love for God, the world in 
which God made and, also when David felt far 
away from God and needing comfort and support.                                                                       
In Psalm 19 in the Christian Bible, David writes 
about the skies above us “how clearly the sky reveals 
God’s glory!  How plainly it shows what he has done!” 

Junk Spaceship 
 

Have you ever looked up at the night 
sky and tried to count all the stars?  Perhaps you 
can’t see the stars because of the streetlights.  If 
there were no streetlights, you’d be able to see 
billions of stars.  Christians believe God made the 
Earth and the Universe.  SpaceX and NASA have 
just sent a two manned rocket up to the Interna-
tional Space Station which orbits the earth.  
Would you like to go up into space?  Would you 
like to be an astronaut?  Using cardboard boxes, 
tubes, silver paper or foil, build a rocket to launch 
into space.  While doing this, talk about the size 
of space, the stars and planets in our solar sys-
tem, and what it would be like to travel in space. 

Sunrise Collage 
 

     In the first book of the Christian Bible – 
Genesis – it talks about God making the Earth, 
separating the Sky from the Land, and so on.                                             
Over the last few weeks, there have been incredible 
sunrises and sunsets. Did you know that the Sun 
rises in the East and sets in the West?   
Make a sunrise (or sunset) collage using strips of 

coloured paper.   
Talk about the sun and why it’s there in the sky.   
What would the earth be like without it? 

Quiet corner 
 

For Christians, God is a friend but they 
believe He is also big, vast and wonderful.                                  
Nature is a wonderful thing to look at and to 
think about, but for Christians, the God who 
created our Earth and space is even more won-
derful to think about.   

Make up a quiet corner with rugs, 
cushions, and picture books, or make a tent 
where you can sit quietly and think about 
what your idea of who God is. 

Asked what books had most influenced his life a teenager said ‘Mum’s cook book and Dad’s cheque book.’ 
 

The only thing teenagers wear out quicker than shoes are their parents. 



* * * * * 
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Inner Being 
 

If you’ve got a house or flat all your own, 
                       Or just a wee but and ben ; 
 Don’t grouse if the view   
                            isn’t all you could wish, 

 You’re right in luck’s way,  d’ye ken? 
 

If you’ve got your own nest  
             thank the Lord on your knees, 

And make it a heaven below; 
It isn’t what ‘s outside  

                        that  matters so much, 
 
 

It’s the person who’s inside, you know. 

   A woman with a small child boarded a bus 

and dropped her fare into the slot. The driver 

pulled her up saying, ‘That wean’s older than 

five, Missus. Ye’ll huv tae pay his fare.’ 

  The woman bristled, ‘How could he be older 

than five when I’m only married four years?’ 

 ‘Missus,’ said the driver politely, ‘Am only 

takin fares..... no confessions.’ 

A small girl was seen one day carrying a boy, 

almost the size of herself, up a flight of steps. 

How she struggled ! 

A man coming down the steps, paused and 

commented, ‘You’ve got a heavy burden there.’ 

It was meant kindly, but back came the crush-

ing retort - ‘It’s no a burden. It’s ma wee 

brother !’ 

What a perfect reply. And how true — for 

those who care for ailing or aged loved ones to 

find such duty a Joy...... rather than a sacrifice. 

Did You Know........?                       Athelstaneford 
 

 Athelstaneford is on a ridge above the ancient Royal 

Burgh and capital of East Lothian, Haddington. 

 In AD 832 an army of  Picts and Scots, led by King 

Angus made a foray into Lothian which was then under the 

rule of King Athelstan of Northumbria. King Angus and 

his men were surrounded by a larger force and a battle on 

the following day was expected. King Angus prayed for 

deliverance that night and later St Andrew appeared to him 

in a dream assuring him of victory.  

As the battle started next day a diagonal white cross (as 

that on which St Andrew was martyred) was marked out in 

the clouds against a clear blue sky. This sight encouraged 

the Picts/Scots to victory. King Athelstan was caught and 

killed at the river crossing – thus Athelstaneford. 

From that day the diagonal white cross of St Andrew on 

a blue background was adopted as the Flag of Scotland—

the Saltire, which is also the oldest national flag in Europe. 

A guilty conscience is the mother of invention.   —   Carolyn Wells 

Split Decision 

During a rush hour several years ago a conductor 

put his hand down between two women boarding his 

bus saying, ‘Sorry full up. Get the next bus please.’ The 

last lady to get on said, pointing to the lady who he had 

‘cut off’, ‘But that is my mother’. 

         Sighing he turned to the older lady saying, 

‘Ok. Ok. One more then.  I once separated a mother 

from her daughter. Never again!’ 

  

a. deceit. 

b. galaxy. 

c. parade. 

d. parcel. 

e. prudence. 

f. scourge. 

g. yoke. 

h. tabernacle. 

i. walk. 

j. unkindness. 

 

Assemblage  

 answers 

Church Notices 

These are some notices to the general public found on various church notice boards across the USA :- 

 

 

There are some questions 

that can’t be answered by 

Google 

   HONK—IF YOU LOVE  

JESUS 
 

TEXT—IF YOU WANT  

TO MEET HIM ! 

TO BE ALMOST SAVED 

IS TO BE  

TOTALLY LOST 

CHURCH PARKING 
 

TRESPASSERS  

WILL BE BAPTISED 

UNDER SAME  
MANAGEMENT  

FOR OVER 
2,000 YEARS 

WHOEVER  IS  PRAYING 
 FOR SNOW 

 

 PLEASE   STOP 

WHAT’S MISSING 
FROM CH — CH 

 

U   R 



  Next  ‘Parish News’           

All articles, reports, etc. for ‘’October Issue’  

should be sent  to Taylor Logan  

as early as possible.  
  

We shall continue publishing at this time of                   
crisis and be available on our Church Web-site    

and at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com  
  

Coronavirus in Scotland 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 

You should: 
 stay at home as much as possible 
 only go outside for limited purposes 
 stay 2 metres (6 feet) away from other people 
 wash your hands regularly and as soon as you get home 
 wear a face covering on public transport  
     and enclosed public spaces 
 self-isolate if you have symptoms and book a test 

 

  

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do   

                              

 

A MEDITATION 
 

              "There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, 

                  and going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it."                  Matt. 28:2. 
 

Beware of stones; they can be dangerous. Some stones can trip, and the unwary, surprised in their carefree 

path by unexpected stumbling blocks fall, and are broken. Others, being more careful, walk around the stones, 

but with eyes only for obstacles - but are blind to a wider vision. Others pick up their stones and strain beneath 

the weight of guilt and fear; grim Atlases, bearing the world's burdens on their neurotic shoulders. But some 

kick stones, like laughing schoolboys oblivious of the risk, until, too late, the damage has been done. Or stones 

are thrown from angry fists against the unyielding armour of authority, or the stubborn heads of non-

conformists, or the easy target of the vulnerable, or the innocent bystander. Some bravely build with stones, 

but their unsteady efforts do not always stand the test of quakes and storms. Such are the various tricks which 

we have learned in handling stones, and each one troublesome. God has a better way - his Easter Morning An-

gel came and rolled away the stone that blocked Christ's tomb; and sat on it. 

Susan Boland 

What is the Church’s job today? 
 Well I don’t think primarily it’s to tell members of 

town councils how to conduct their civic affairs, draw up 

plans for better government, interfere in international af-

fairs or advise industry.  

The Church has one job only, which is to bring men 

and women to a full knowledge of Christ. 

If only the Church will do what it’s meant to do then 

those men and women who are truly followers of Christ 

will assuredly have the highest principles, the most sincere 

motives and greatest dynamics to bring into civics, govern-

ment,  industry etc. etc... ......and give us a better, fairer   

and finer world. 

Who can measure accurately the influence           
of one good person’s life? 

We can count the apples on a tree,  

but cannot really count the trees in an apple. 

 We all know what our Summer this year has been like, especially with the pandemic. We’ve all had time 

to enjoy the sunny days -and the rain, as always.  In any case, time passes so quickly that Autumn will be here 

before we realise it. And why am I saying this? 

Well, let us all make a promise that, by hook or by crook, we shall make time to enjoy the wonders of 

each Season.... every year.   Find time to worship God’s work in our world; stroll in woods alive with the life 

of nature; feel God afresh into your heart and mind because the morning is perfect, or noon a miracle, or eve-

ning so full of splendour that it catches up your spirit. 

                  Clocks tick very quietly these days. Don’t let the Seasons pass without .......... 

seeing and feeling them. 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com

