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C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

I am usually talking about everyone slowing 
down and taking time to enjoy the run-up to Christ-
mas and to take on board the Christmas Message of 
Peace and Joy. This year has seen so much disrup-
tion already and we shall see more for the Advent 
and Christmas Season. The church will not be deco-
rated as usual as we need to keep the window sills 
clear for cleaning but the tree will be up and the 
Advent Wreath will be there and if enough people 
show an interest we shall have a Midnight Watch 
Service. Of course, we do not know what restric-
tions will be in place for Christmas Services, but we 
plan ahead anyway and hope for the best. 

I am glad that we can include the Advent 
Wreath in our services leading up to and beyond 
Christmas as it is one of the iconic symbols of Ad-
vent and in its most prosaic form it helps us to 
count down to Christmas. Yet it is so much more 
than this as it has a much deeper spiritual symbol-
ism which could help our prayers and thoughts as 
we journey towards Christmas.  

The Advent Wreath was first used as Chris-
tian devotion in the Middle Ages. Its design comes 
from the customs of the pre-Christian Germanic 
and Scandinavian cultures, where candles and 
greenery were used as symbols of light and life 
during the dark and cold winter. The Advent 
Wreath has always been a circular evergreen 
wreath with four or five candles, either four red, or, 
three purple and one rose with a white candle for 
Christmas Day placed in the centre of the wreath.  

The Candles symbolise the ‘Light’ of Christ’s 
coming into the world. The evergreen symbolises 
renewal and the circular shape the completeness of 
God. The candle colours come from the traditional 
Christmas colours [red] or liturgical colours 
[purple and rose] and Christmas (white). When 
each candle is lit, we celebrate their meaning of 

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love and use these themes in 
our prayers for that week. In fact, it would be won-
derful to take time each day even for ten minutes to 
think about these themes.  

Hope for a better world as we work our way 
through the Pandemic and celebrate the news of a 
vaccine. Hope that the friendliness and the good-
ness of human nature which has come out in force 
remains and becomes a stronger part of our cul-
ture. Hope that the Church flourishes and grows 
once we are back together and that we can find a 
renewed strength of faith within ourselves. Hope 
for all those who have found faith and trust in God 
in a new way through the website talks or online 
services.  

Peace, the Peace of God which is beyond all 
understanding. A peace in our hearts, not some-
thing we have contrived, but a peace that comes 
from something outside of our knowing or imagin-
ing. Peace is not necessarily a cessation of noise; it 
is a frame of mind when we are in tune with the 
Lord. I suggest that there is no better time to have 
that sense of wonder and be filled with the warmth 
of God’s Love than now. Somehow heaven comes 
close to earth and the difference is so very thin. 

Joy, is the most wonderful emotion at this 
time, joy in our hearts which is brought about 
knowing that Jesus is our Saviour. Joy because it is 
a time to celebrate the Birth of Jesus, a beautiful 
child shining like a light in the darkness. Joy as we 
hear once more the angel song, “Peace on earth and 
Good Will to all men”.  

Love which is the strongest of all, Love binds 
all together, love forgives all, reaches out to all, lifts 
the heart and exudes good will to all people. It can-
not be fully explained but it can be experienced, 

and it has the ability to reach across all barriers.   
(go to Page 3)   

Dear Friends, 

CHURCH is open    SUNDAYs  at 11.am — Remembrance at 10.30am 

LIMITED SEATING SO ‘BOOK’ YOUR PLACE   Phone: oi236 611087 
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   Mr Alistair Robertson            Tel:   734905 
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Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship    at   11am. 
 

( Services will be reduced  and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

December 2020 
 

 

   6th.            —         No Service 
 

 13th.Communion       

                 —–    Mr. J Newlands & Team 1. 
 

 20th.        —-  Mrs L McKeown & Team 2.  
      

   27th.        —-        Mrs J Bolling & Team 3. 
 

 
All Organisation Meetings and  

Hall Lets are ‘on hold’   
until further notice. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492
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CROSSREACH    at   Christmas 
 

CROSSREACH Christmas Cards 2020 and Calendar Collection for 2021  are now available  .  
 

With new, exciting, bright cards and ever popular traditional cards, there really is something for everyone! 
 See and order the Christmas Cards and Calendars on-line at  shop.crossreach.org.uk  

  

Paper copies of the Catalogue will be sent to previous customers but You can request your paper copy of  
the Catalogue by emailing us at webshop@crossreach.org.uk, or by phoning us on  0131 454 4374. 

Annual Stated Meeting. 
     Although no ‘meetings’ are allowed to be held, it has been confirmed with The Church of Scotland that  
      our Annual Meeting can take place with social distancing in place.   

     This will be on Sunday, 13th December  immediately following Morning Worship. 
 

Christmas 
 

  This year there will be no Carols by Candlelight  or Christmas Day Services.   

    The Christmas Tree however will as always be in the Sanctuary for services....as long as we are not in lockdown. 

Anne Russell 
Session Clerk 

 

CHANGES TO CHURCH SERVICES DURING NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
 

Dear All, 
As we enter Tier 4 on Friday 20th November for a period of three weeks until 11th December, it is  with 

regret that I have to say that we will not be holding Church Services during that time. The decision has not been 
taken lightly. The Office Bearers have agreed with me that it is not practical to hold Worship Services for such a 
limited number of people. 

 

The church will open again for worship on 13th DECEMBER  if all goes to plan. We had hoped to hold 
COMMUNION on the 6th December....but that is unfortunately not going to happen. It will be celebrated when 
we return on the 13th or later if we are still in Tier 4. I am happy to conduct two Communion Services on the 
day if numbers are sufficient.— Same arrangements for booking a place will continue for all Services. 

 
 

The Watch Night Service may go ahead on Christmas Eve..... if there are sufficient numbers. If you     
would like to attend the midnight service would you please let our Session Clerk, Mrs. Russell know  
in advance so arrangements can be made.  All this of course depends on the Government’s instructions  
at that time, and what ‘Tier’ we may be in. 
Until we do meet up once more, please remember that you are all in my Prayers and that if you wish  
to contact me about Services or just to chat, please feel free to do so. 

  

God has a reason for allowing things to happen. 
We may never understand His wisdom 

We simply have to trust His will. 
  

                                                                                   Stay safe and take care. 

                                                                                                                         God Bless, 

                                                                                                     Rev. Grace Saunders 

(from Page 1) 

 The Love of God for the world has been expressed 
in the Birth of Christ - a gift far exceeding anything 
we could imagine, far more generous that we could 
ever think of.  

I ask that you join me this first week of Advent 
to think and pray about Hope and what hopes you 
have for yourself, for the church and for the world. 
As each week passes think then of Peace, what does 
peace mean to you and where would you like to see 
peace break out. Next consider joy, what brings joy 
into your life, who would you like to see experience 
joy? Finally, Love, consider the love God has for you 

and the words of Jesus to Love God and others as 
ourselves. Bring all these thoughts to God and use 
them as part of your prayers. Remember a prayer 
can just be a letter to God where we simply put 
down all our hopes, our joys, our moments of peace-
ful reflection and our love. 

 

May God Bless you richly this Christmas Season 
 with all the good things of life, May He walk  
with  you as you celebrate and may He hold you  
in the palm of His hand.  

        AMEN 
 Rev. Grace Saunders 

shop.crossreach.org.uk
mailto:webshop@crossreach.org.uk


(PARISH NEWS)  (4) 

Hello again my Friends                   Dec, 2020 
 

Well here we are again in lockdown and much 
restricted in our daily business. 

At the last Kirk Session meeting on 2nd Nov., it 
was agreed that if we were to go into Tier 4 that it 
was not viable to open the Church for services.  We 
therefore had to cancel the services for Nov 22nd, 29th 
and 6th Dec. — We hope that we will be able to wor-
ship again on Sunday 13th. It was agreed by Session 
that Communion would be celebrated on Sunday 6th 
December but of course this is no longer the case.  
Communion will be celebrated on 13th December (to 
be agreed at the next Session meeting). Hopefully 
after the 11th Dec we may have a bit more normality 
in our lives but I think restrictions, although they 
may be relaxed slightly for Christmas, will be with us 
for some time yet. There will be a Watch Night Service 
on 24th December at 11.30pm if there is sufficient 
interest. Please as normal just let me know to book a 
place. The same criteria for the Communion Service.  
— I will take names for these services from 1st Dec.  

Christmas will certainly be different this year 
but we can remember that the meaning for us is the 
same. I hope you and all your loved ones are well.  

We are in the process now of the preparatory 
work for the re-opening of the halls. A new risk as-
sessment has had to be drawn up along with the rest 
of the paperwork required by Presbytery.  I know it 
will be some time before we will be allowed or able to 
use the halls again but this work will take several 
weeks to complete.  It’s good to know that when we 
are given the “go ahead” we will be ready. 

   

Wishing you the spirit of Christmas 
                                              Which is Peace 
The Blessing of Christmas 
                                               Which is Hope 
The heart of Christmas 
                                         Which is Love 

 

        Have a very Happy Christmas, 
 

Anne Russell   
(Session Clerk)      

  

The Treasurer                              December 2020                        
 

Dear Everyone,  
         When you are reading this, we shall be at 

the start of Advent – a completely different type of 

Advent from what we are used to, but still a time to 

look forward to the Birth of Jesus and to celebrate that 

in our own way. In a few days, we, hopefully, will be 

moving to a lower tier of restrictions and soon the days 

will be lengthening and, little by little, there will be 

more daylight. 

Last month I asked if you had heard of “Amazon 

Smile”. I had a response from Cumbernauld Old and 

the information I was given will be followed up. It's 

not too late for you to contact me if you have, or any-

one you know has, had experience of this. 

Some months ago, I mentioned that the Office of 

the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) had sent a 

questionnaire regarding the effect Covid 19 had had on 

our Church's finances and that it had been completed 

and returned. A follow up questionnaire was received 

recently and it has been completed and returned. When 

we receive feedback, I will let you know. 

Unfortunately, there were more problems with 

receiving accurate gas and electricity bills. Gas seems 

to be resolved but Electricity is still a problem. I am 

hoping to have that resolved this month. The lady at 

the Church of Scotland is being kept up to date with 

developments so that there is a two pronged attack!      

I know that we are not the only Church experiencing 

problems but that does not help our situation. So much 

effort is being put into this as we try to ensure  that we 

are always paying the correct amount. 

As this is the last “Parish News” of the year, I 

thank sincerely everyone who, during the year, has 

donated to our Church account in any way, whether 

individually or as a group. Due to Craigend Nursery no 

longer supplying fresh flowers, we have set up a 

Flower Fund. If you would like to donate to this, even 

if you did not do so in the past, please put money in an 

envelope, marking it to “Flower Fund”, and putting it 

in the plate at the door. If you did have a Sunday 

which was “your” Sunday, you can put this date and/or 

your name on the envelope, if you wish. 

Some of you have contacted me asking me to 

pick up Weekly Freewill Offering envelopes/cash/ 

filled white boxes/ a cheque, others have set up Stand-

ing Orders or made payment through the internet, oth-

ers have  put money aside, weekly, bringing that with 

them the next time they were in Church and others  

have deposited money directly into the Account.         

A huge “Thank you” to everyone who has done any of 

these things as you are helping our Church to survive 

financially because, looking at our Accounts so far this 

year, we need every Donation and are very grateful. 

One donation which costs us nothing is “Gift Aid”.  

We have received our Gift Aid payment and that will 

cover outgoings for a month so please remember, if 

you pay tax, to donate mentioning “Gift Aid”. As you 

know, Mrs Ross submits our claim and we thank her 

most sincerely for continuing to do this. 

If you are still unable to attend Church and wish 

to donate by Standing Order or deposit cash or a 

cheque in the Church account, please contact me 

01236 732377 for our bank details. 

I pray that, under any current restrictions, you 

will have the best Christmas possible and that the New 

Year will bring you peace within yourself and hope. 
 

Keep well and stay positive  

  – focussing on the true message of Christmas. 
 

Ann Kenny   



The  GUILD  
 

              is still suspended until further notice.   
 

    Our Ladies continue to enjoy good 

health and are trying hard to keep their spirits up 

in this prolonged difficult time. It was lovely to 

meet a few of the Ladies at church , but still 

look forward to hearing from the others soon. 
 

                                                                                                                  Lesley Freeland   

             Tel: 01236 734930.  Mob: 07757711908. 

e-mail:  lesleyfreeland   

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

 1st Condorrat Com-
pany        
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1st Condorrat Company                
The Boys’ Brigade                             

December  2020 
 

As I am sure everyone realises from the ‘News’ 

there is no change in the situation as far as Company 

meetings in the church halls. 

The Company Section held a ‘Games Day’ at the 

Rugby Club and all safety regulations/precautions were 

strictly adhered to. The Boys enjoyed their time to-

gether taking part in various games and activities. 

The Junior Section meet each week on ‘Zoom’ 

where they take part in various games, quizzes and ac-

tivities. 

On Remembrance Sunday, the Captain of the 1st 

Condorrat Girls Brigade and myself laid wreaths at the 

Memorial situated at the Condorrat library. 
 

(N.B. Correction from the last edition of the ‘News’      

   — Mrs. Weir resigned from The Boys’ Brigade.) 
 

Take care everyone  
                                  and Stay Safe,  

 
 

                     Andrew Eadie                                                        
                             (Company Captain) 

 

         Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

The Sunday School                   December 
   Everyone continues to enjoy good health and still     

    keeping their spirits up and trying to stay cheerful.  
However they like us all long for the time 

when everyone is together again.  

                            Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

    My Thanks  to  all my friends and 

members of the congregation for the lovely 

flowers and cards which I received follow-

ing my recent illness.    

    I am most grateful, and your thoughts and 

best wishes are very much appreciated. 

           ‘Thank You’, 
Edith Ross   

* * * * * 

Who is SANTA?? 
At Christmas children around the world eagerly await a 

visit from Santa Claus. But how did this tradition begin? 
Santa’s name comes from the Dutch for ‘St Nicholas’, 

which is Sinterklaas. The real Nicholas was a bishop in Asia 
Minor (modern Turkey). He was a wealthy man who used 
his many riches to help others. 

Later Nicholas was made a Saint. His feast day is 6th 
Dec. and in some countries presents are given on St Nicho-
las’ Eve or on St Nicholas’ Day , however over time he has 
somehow been linked with giving at Christmas itself — 
probably in connection with the Wise Men and their Gifts 

How did Boxing Day get it’s name? 
   This comes from the medieval tradition of giv-

ing money to the poor. Alms Boxes in churches 
were emptied on the day after Christmas Day and 
the collections distributed to the needy. 

Christmas is..... 
        .......making a secret present for your Dad 
which is always a calendar.   
      .........hearing about partridges in pear trees  

‘til it drives you mad. 
     .........getting cards from folk you never 
sent one to. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com


Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 
 

Church Register 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

October  2020 
 

        8th.           Donald Innes                       of       Blackwood 
       9th.           Joan Ward *                        of       Darroch Care Home ,Seafar         
     18th.           Ronnie MacLean*               of       Condorrat   
      

November  2020 
 

      3rd.            Janet Broadley                    of       Glasgow 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects, there will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 
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Fellowship/Prayer Group                                               December 2020 
 

The Group are not meeting until further notice. 
 

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;     
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

    “ Here is the news” 
 

           A good day can easily be spoiled by just 
listening to or watching the News Headlines. 

The bad news we hear almost every day is 
quite enough to keep us busy worrying, even be-
fore we start on our own private troubles. Many 
people today fear that as some countries continue 
to arm themselves against each other, or hear the 
latest updates on the Covid19 Pandemic, or even 
the stories of global warming, that there will be 
no future for our planet. 

The Bible can give us a picture of the God who 
is in overall control of our world — despite the 
terrible things we see happening. And this should 
encourage us not to fear, but rather to work ac-
tively for good on Earth. 

 

  The Lord will guard you; he is by your side to protect 
you. The sun will not hurt you by day nor the moon by 
night. The Lord will protect you from all danger; he 
will keep you safe. He will protect you as you come and 
go now and forever.                                  Psalm 121. 

Love drives out fear 
 

To believe in God doesn’t just mean to say ‘yes’ 
mentally to His existence. Believing in God is to 
stake one’s whole life on Him; to believe in Him in 
the same way a husband or wife believes in their 
partner. 

There will be times when our trust in Him will 
be stretched, when we feel we can no longer go 
on. But God’s love is stronger than our fears and 
is a love which stands up to our troubles and 
fears.....and beats them! 

 
‘Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.   

It is so sure and certain that a man could stake his life 
on it a thousand times.’                            Martin Luther 

 

God is love, and whoever lives in love lives in union 
with God and God lives in union with him..........    
There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear.        
So then, love has not been made perfect in anyone who 
is afraid because fear has to do with punishment. 

1John4:16-18. 

 

 

 

Grant Thy peace Lord.  Bless my sleeping,   
                         have me in Thy care and keeping. 
     Rest and comfort may I find, 
                                     for the body and the mind. 
     And with the sinking of the sun — 
                               pardon every wrong I’ve done. 
 

 

 

Grant Thy peace Lord. Bless my waking — 
                        so that when the light is breaking, 
     I may be aware of Thee 
                             and in Thy Presence I may see 
    The path that Thou would have me tread,   
                       through the day that lies ahead. 

Prayers for  Sleeping  and  Waking. 



Hello Everyone,            December 2020 
 

At the end of the year we would normally look 

back over all the events that have taken place in our 

church over that time. So much planned by Mrs. 

McCallum and the Social Committee ( Craft Fairs, 

‘Shine’ Choral Group and of course the Annual Ladies 

Lunch and Fashion Show);  Communion Services; 

Dedication Service for all our Organisations; the Tod-

dlers Praise Services, have all had to be cancelled, or 

maybe postponed until later? Even plans to upgrade the 

toilets and kitchen in Church House have had to be put 

on hold. 

Part of my remit as Clerk to the Board would be      

 to report on these things, so I haven’t had much to up  

date you on. As we enter the Christmas Season, we are 

now being given some hope with news of various vac-

cines coming forward, so my wish for next year is that 

we will all be able  to enjoy our Services weekly, and 

for special occasions, and to have the opportunity to 

meet socially again. 

As our Christmas Services are likely to be cur-

tailed or cancelled I take this opportunity to wish you 

and those you love true happiness this Christmas and 

peace and good health in the New Year ahead. 
 

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  
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Masking the fact? 
I can't help thinking why people are making such a 

fuss about wearing face masks? - they should have 
tried wearing gasmasks.  

Here’s a funny story I heard about getting food 
supplies during the last war : 

   

A lady joined what she thought was a food queue 
and inquired of the gentleman in front of her  

  "What are we queuing for?"  
 “Tales of Hoffman,” was the reply.    
 "Oh good" she said, "but I'm afraid I don't                    
                                        know how to cook them". 
 

Mary Innes 

It’s up to YOU 
 

Never say that you are bored 
                      with the domestic scene, 
Especially when you follow 
                                 a regular routine. 
It need not be a drudgery — 
                            It’s only in the mind. 
Change your mental attitude and 

                      a difference you will find. 
 

If you do your duties  
                    in a humdrum sort of way, 
You miss the joy that 
                 can be got out of a busy day. 
Do not make a trouble of it — 
                                  do things happily, 
Take a pride in every task 
                                whatever it may be. 
 

Cleaning, shopping, baking... 
                  there’s so much to be done,   
But do it and enjoy it 
                        you’ll find it can be fun! 
Your thoughts create your atmosphere, 
            your mood, your point of view.. 
Your work can be  a pleasure, or a bore                    
                                     — It’s up to You. 

PS. 

‘Thank You’ 

I’d like to say ‘Thank You to all those who 

phoned, sent messages and prayers when Lachie 

was ill recently. It is very comforting to know that 

others are supporting you at times when you need it. 

I was delighted to receive the flowers from 

the church. They came as a pleasant surprise, and a 

lift to my morale. 

My sincere thanks,   

Christine MacPhail 

Warming up for Christmas 
 

One Christmas Eve as a Vicar made his way 

in his church passed the usual ‘Nativity Scene’, 

he paused and glanced towards the crib. The 

tiny figure Jesus was gone! 

 Puzzled, he strode angrily back down the 

church and outside. As he made his way down 

the path he overtook a small girl pushing a 

doll’s pram. 

‘What have you in there?’ demanded the vicar. 

‘ It’s just little Lord Jesus,’ the girl replied 

cheerfully. ‘I thought i was a bit cold, so I’m 

taking Him home to get a warm up.....and then 

I’ll bring Him back.’ 

The Vicar’s anger forsook him. Was his 

faith equal to hers, he wondered? 



Christmas Cracker Jokes 
 

What's the best thing to put into Christmas Dinner? 

Your teeth. 

How much did Santa pay for his sleigh? 

Nothing it was on the house. 
 

What do you call Frosty the Snowman in May? 

A puddle. 
 

Knock, knock, who's there? Mary. Mary who?  

Mary Christmas. 

 

What's the difference between the Christmas alphabet and 

the ordinary alphabet? 

 Christmas alphabet has NO-EL. 
 

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations? 

Tinselitis! 
 

What do you call a frog hanging from a ceiling? 

Mistle-Toad! 
 

Gordon Ross 

Seth..... 
  

My father and grandfather were shepherds. It runs in 

the family. My sons own their own farms and their own 

sheep, but that’s progress. I always looked after other 

people's sheep. Mind you my sons are both clever, and 

quick in the mind, like my wife. She's always been 

rather a scholar - a good thing, for I can hardly read or 

write. We were looked down on, I suppose, for often 

we had to work every day, ignoring the Sabbath, and 

with so many priests among the people, we were often 

told we were breaking the law - (though where the 

priests would have got their perfect lambs for sacrifice 

without us, I don't know). Priests could be very rude -  

especially the young, silly ones. It's the same today, and 

not just with priests. People speak before they think. 

That's one good thing about looking after sheep. You 

get into the habit of keeping quiet. If you have to use 

words, you take your time to get them right. Words are 

important. People often tell mine was a dull life. Well, 

maybe. Looking after sheep is much the same each day. 

But many people have never seen the lambs play and 

leap, have never sat quiet on a hill and watched the 

sun....or the moon. I like to watch the night sky, the 

moon and the stars. Once I saw, at night, a light that 

very few have seen. Just once, but once was enough for 

any man. If a priest is rude to me, I always say to my-

self, 'It doesn't matter, I had that night and you didn't' I 

was about nineteen at the time, and, although it's about 

fifty years ago, I remember it like yesterday. I lived 

with my parents, not far from Jerusalem, and I was one 

of a group of shepherds who looked after the sheep 

owned by the Temple. As I said, the sheep for the Tem-

ple services had to be perfect, and a great many are bred 

for food, too. We, our group, usually worked at night. 

On this night I'm talking about, we'd met up where we 

usually did, on the side of quite a big hill. We'd had a 

bite to eat and drink and were sitting talking. Around 

us, our hundreds of sheep. All normal and usual and 

quiet. Very restful and pleasant, those talks at night. It 

was a dark night. Then there was a sort of stillness and 

a feeling of change, of difference. We all felt it. I had a 

friend called Simon, and he first noticed what the 

change was. It was the light. There was a sort of pale-

ness. It was a dark night but suddenly it wasn't so dark. 

We began to see each other's faces very clearly in a sort 

of silvery shimmering light. We seemed surrounded and 

enclosed in a great glow. It was the purest light I ever 

saw. The sheep were white as snow. Then, as our eyes 

began to ache with it, just farther up the hill from us the 

glow seemed to intensify and take shape, and we saw a 

man. Like us but not like us. Taller, stiller. Though we 

were still enough, God knows. He looked at us and we 

looked at him. We waited for him to speak. It didn't 

seem right (we all felt it) for any of us to speak first. He 

took his time-as though to find the right words - and 

then he began to tell us what he called Good News of 

Great Joy. Of a new-born baby, born in David's town. A 

baby sent by God, to save the world, to change things, 

make things better. He told us where to go and find the 

baby and how to recognise him. And to tell other peo-

ple the good news. His own pleasure in telling us filled 

us with joy, too. We shared his pleasure - if you follow 

me. The he stopped speaking and became two, then 

four, then eight, and in a second there seemed to be a 

million like him. Right up the hill and on up into the 

sky. A million. And they sang to us, 'Glory to God' they 

sang, ' and on earth peace to all men'. It was wonderful. 

It came to an end and then they were gone. Every single 

one, and we felt lonely and lost. 

Then Samuel, who was the oldest of us, said, 

‘Come, let us go and find the baby in David's town the 

Angel said; Bethlehem. In a manger, in swaddling 

clothes' and off we went. We ran, we sang, we shouted, 

we were important, we'd been chosen. We were special. 

We were on a search, we had to find a baby. And we 

did find him. We were led there. There was no 

'searching' We were led, and we saw for ourselves. Not 

much to see perhaps. A young mother and her husband 

and her newly born. Born in a stable because all the 

inns were full. Poor people they were. The man was a 

carpenter. Well we did as we'd been told, we spread the 

word, and people did get excited. But not for long. 

Nothing lasts. We shepherds were heroes for a while, 

but then everyone knew the story. It was old news. 

Soon we were just shepherds again. Doing a dull job. 

But we were different from all the rest. We'd had that 

night. I don't talk about it much any more. But it keeps 

me warm. I Was There! 
 

                     David Kossoff  " The Book of Witnesses" 

From  Gordon Ross 
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Children’s Carols.... 
‘Away in a manger no crib for a bed 

The little lord Jesus laid down his wee Ted.’ 
 

&       ‘Once in oil was David sitting..’ 

................. 
 

        Then there was the six-year- old who was upset  

   because she wasn't chosen to be the ‘Virgin Fairy’  

    in the Nativity play 



‘Smalls For All’ 
 

   ‘Smalls For All’ has opened up again and desperately 
need donations. If folk could begin collecting brand   
new pants (any size, any colour - although black is espe-

cially liked) so when church opens they can let myself 
or Mrs Cochrane have them.    Thank you, 

                                       Margaret McCallum  

Articles for Parish News are welcome from ALL the Congregation. (PARISH NEWS) (9) 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, 

which is annually at least equal to the Tax which the 

Congregation, and other Charities to which you make 

Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the financial 

value of your ‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

  Gift Aid Declaration Forms  
               or further information is available from  
                                        our Gift Aid Convener:....  
 

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 

Tea Rota. 
 

  Yes.... yet another month and we are still     
unable to meet, chat  and ‘catch up’ over a  
‘cuppa’ and biscuit after the Sunday service 
   Be assured we are ready to ‘spring into action’ as 
soon as we get the "all clear", although I fear ‘Spring’ 
may be the operative word here 
          Meantime, keep taking care and...be safe.                

                                                                  Mary Innes. 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH WORK 
 

 “OUT OF CHAOS COMES CREATIVITY” 
 

I recently attended a zoominar on “Children 
and Youth Work” hosted by Lanark: Greyfriars Par-
ish Church.  The Children and Youth Work leader of 
the Church of Scotland, Suzi Farrant , began her 
presentation using this quote and I think it beauti-
fully sums up how the church in Scotland is using 
the pandemic situation to renew itself and tell the 
Gospel Message in new, innovative and exciting new 
ways, which, can I say, does not always require 
‘technology’.   

      It was frightening to hear some statistics —
including  that 73% of 16-18 year olds were suffer-
ing  from mental health issues due directly to re-
strained living and fears for the future.                      
Suzi informed the group that some congregational 
attempts of online children’s work had led to disen-
gagement, through “online fatigue” as well as poor 
presenting of the material, while other children, 
who wouldn’t normally have, had engaged fully .  
This was due to being on their own rather than par-
ticipating in a group and, therefore, having the con-
fidence to participate in a “safe environment”.                

Grace and I have agreed that I should do some 
research into providing some sort of children’s wor-
ship online, in conjunction with willing volunteers/
contributors. 

Much of the chat on the zoominar was to do 
with Advent and Christmas.  Some congregations 
were organising Advent Treasure Hunts in their lo-
cal wooded area where each household taking part 
would collect an activity bag full of clues as they fol-
lowed the trail.  Others have got hold of an empty 
shop front in their local shopping area to produce a 
life size nativity scene – not one that’s traditional, 
i.e. wooden figures – but one cut out of black paper 
and lit from behind, similar to some windows dur-
ing Hallowe’en.  This led on to discussion of ways in 

which, through Zoom/Webex, families and schools 
could be involved in creating the nativity scene.  
Each aspect of it would be constructed and placed 
by one family/household or one class.  It could also 
lead to the story being told over the season of Ad-
vent – various “episodes” of the story being high-
lighted. 

Suzi also talked about “doorstep discipleship” 
and building relationships through the delivering of 
birthday cards (to children), food-bags, etc.   

It was clear through the presentations made 
and by the discussion which ensued that all that 
was needed was vision, imagination, a desire to 
work with people and a mindfulness of being cau-
tious but not overly so.  While recklessness causes 
more harm than good, so does going to the other 
extreme. 

I’m still very much of a mind in organising an 
outdoor Christmas Carol service to be held in the 
village – date and time to be confirmed – and, even 
although Lanarkshire may be in Tier 4 by that time, 
nevertheless, there may still be a way – in fact there 
must be a way – in offering the Christian Christmas 
message to our Parish.  What came from the zoomi-
nar was that we should not give up in sharing the 
love of God, particularly at Christmas.  I would urge 
you then to keep praying for this event, volunteer to 
help and participate. 

It is my hope to continue to be involved in Con-
dorrat Primary School even if it is through Zoom/
Webex.  Some schools have managed, through web-
cam (using Webex) to continue their link with their 
local church.  This is an avenue I would like to pur-
sue with Condorrat Primary School.  Our lives may 
be chaotic just now but the levels of creativity are 
enormous.  I would ask for prayer that Condorrat 
Parish Church will be equal to the task God has set 
us as we continue to share God’s message to our 
children and families. 

                                                        Susan Boland     

‘You don’t make the poor richer  

   by making the rich poorer.’   —Winston Churchill — 



* * *    * * * 
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Across 
 1.  Tidings (4) 

 4.  Green & prickly (5) 

 7.  The sun rises here (4) 

 8.  Compartment seen at the fair (5) 

 9.  A welcome parasite at this time of  

                                                   the year (9) 

15. Sounds like a call for animal fodder (3) 

16. Traditionally served in flames (7) 

18. A hundred, and one spare! (4) 

19. Need I err about Santa’s motive power (8) 

21. Another name for 2 down (4) 

23. Sneak wolf running in winter (9) 

Down 
 1.  French Christmas (4) 

 2.  They came from 7 across (4,3) 

 3.  Jack gives you cold toes (5) 

 5.  Old Christmas record  

                                  keeps you warm! (4,3) 

 6.  “All we like____ have gone astray” (5) 

 8.  Laying in stores for Christmas? (8) 

10. Rats turn round to a heavenly body (4) 

11. They look after 6 down (9) 

12. Old flame for a romantic dinner (6) 

13. Alpaca has lost it’s tail, we hear (4) 

14. A bitter gift (5) 

17. Christmas trees come from part of this  

                                   northern track (6)                                                                                               

18. Ship of the desert (5) 

20. To begin with I now need lodgings (3) 

22. Girl clinging to 4 across (3) 

Try this wee puzzle.  
All answers have something to do with Christmas 

A Christmas Poem 
 

I have a list of folks I know, all written in a book; 
And every year when Christmas comes, I go and take a look. 

And that is when I realise that these names are a part 
Not of the book they’re written in, but really of my heart. 

 

For each name stands for someone who has crossed my path sometime, 
And in the meeting they’ve become the rhythm in each rhyme. 

And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim, 
I really feel that I’m composed of each remembered name. 

 

And while you may not be aware of any special link 
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more than you think. 

For once I’ve met somebody, the years cannot erase 
The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly face. 

 

So never think my Christmas Cards are just a mere routine 
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in between; 

For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you, 
It is because your on the list that I’m indebted to. 

 

For I am but a total of the many folks I’ve met 
And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget. 
And whether I have known you for many years or few 
In some ways you have a part in shaping things I do. 

 

And every year when Christmas comes I realise anew, 
The best gifts life can offer is meeting folks like you 

And may the spirit of Christmas that forevermore endures 
Leave it’s richest blessings in the heart of you and yours. 

 

Helen Steiner Rice 

A Riddle. 
 

I’m cold as ice, yet can’t be heated; 
My name’s well known and oft repeated; 

I’m pure as dew in April morning, 
I rest on hills, their tips adorning; 
Should you only once endeavour 

To handle me......I’m gone forever. 
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The Lawyer and the Oyster 
 

As two men were walking along by the sea-shore 

they found an oyster and began to quarrel over it. 
 

    ‘I saw it first,’ said one man. ‘So it belongs to me!’ 

    ‘I picked it up’ said the other, ‘and I have a right    

        to keep it!’ 
 

While they were quarrelling, a lawyer came by 

and the men asked him to decide the matter for them. 

The lawyer agreed to do this, but before pro-

ceeding he required that the two men give their assur-

ance that whatever he might say they would be satis-

fied with his decision.   

          The two men agreed and the lawyer said, 

     

 ‘It seems to me that you both have a  claim to the        

 oyster. I will therefore divide it between you and  you 

will be perfectly satisfied.’ 

Opening the oyster the lawyer quickly ate it and 

very gravely handed to each of the men, one of the 

empty shells. 

‘B-b-b-but you’ve eaten the oyster!’ cried the men. 

‘Ah...but that was my fee for deciding the case.’ 

said the lawyer. ‘But I have divided all that remains 

in a perfectly fair and just manner.’ 
 

.......And that is what generally happens when 

two quarrelsome folk go to the law about something 

that they cannot agree upon. 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH WORK 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 

Christmas is a time to celebrate.  For Chris-
tians Christmas means the birth of the baby Je-
sus who grew up to become a man who died on a 
cross and rose again at Easter.  In the Christian 
Bible in the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah 
said this “well then, the Lord himself will give 
you a sign: a young woman who is pregnant will 
have a son and will call him Immanuel (God 
with us)”.  This was several hundred years be-
fore Jesus was born.   

Christians believe God gave his Son to the 
world as a gift. “For God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not die but have eternal life.”  
John’s gospel chapter 3 verse 16. The wise men 
gave gifts to the baby after they had followed a 
bright star in the sky. “They brought out their gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh, and presented them 
to him.”  Matthew chapter 2 verse 11.  We give 
gifts to each other at Christmas.  It doesn’t mat-
ter how small the gift is – it’s about knowing 
we’ve thought about that other person.  Some-
times making a gift for another is appreciated 
more as we’ve put thought and care into it. 

Advent is a time of waiting and getting pre-
pared.  Have you got an Advent calendar?  
These are calendars giving the dates of the 
month of December counting down to Christ-
mas Day.  Sometimes there are chocolates in be-
hind each window, other times it’s a picture. 

 
 
 

 

MAKE DO AND MEND NATIVITY 
Re-enact the nativity story using the people 

and things round about you at home.  Different peo-
ple can play the characters in the Nativity story – 
Joseph, Mary, Jesus, the shepherds, the wise men, 
even the sheep!  Using a box as a manger and “bling” 
for the gifts create a tableau of the nativity.  If you 
want, read the story in Luke’s gospel in the New 
Testament of the Christian Bible – Luke, chapter 2 
or Matthew’s gospel, Matthew chapter 1 and 2. 

 

ADVENT CROWN OR WREATH 
Using four candles and a fifth in the middle, 

leaves, and a round, dry oasis, decorate your Advent 
crown.  For Christians, an Advent crown symbolises 
the never-ending love of God.  Sometimes, people 
also add a few gold decorations to give the crown a 
kingly feeling.  This is to emphasise Jesus’ kingship.  
One candle is lit each Sunday from 29th November 
with the fifth being lit on Christmas Day. 

 

SALT DOUGH DECORATIONS 
Using salt dough, rolling pins, Christmas cut-

ters and some ribbon, roll out the dough, and cut 
out Christmas shapes.  Let them bake in the oven 
and when hard, make a hole at the top, thread 
through with ribbon and hang on your Christmas 
tree. 
 

PEACE TO THE WORLD 
Look at a map of the world.  Display it so eve-

ryone can see it.  The angels in telling the shepherds 
about the birth of the baby, said “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and peace on earth those with 
whom he is pleased!”  Take a few minutes to think 
of situations in the world where peace is needed.  
Then, using post-it notes write a short prayer (if you 
want) or a thought and post it on the country.  
These situations or countries may not know the 
peace or joy of Christmas.   

                                                        Susan Boland     

‘There is nothing government can give you  

that it   hasn’t taken from you in the first place.’      — Winston Churchill 

Winston has devoted the best years of his life 

 to preparing his impromptu speeches.                                  — F.E.Smith 



Coronavirus in Scotland 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 

You should: 
 stay at home as much as possible 
 only go outside for limited purposes 
 stay 2 metres (6 feet) away from other people 
 wash your hands regularly and as soon as you get home 
 wear a face covering on public transport, shops  
     and enclosed public spaces 
 self-isolate if you have symptoms and book a test 

 

  

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do   

Sheena Munro : born in Peterhead; brought up, educated 
and married  in Aberdeen (where she studied languages and 
qualified as a teacher). They moved to Fortrose, Ross-shire 
where her two daughters grew up and she taught in Fortrose 
and Inverness,  eventually becoming  the Highland Region    
Adviser in Modern Languages.  
 

( Sadly Sheena has just recently passed away.) 

TREES. 
 

The Oak is called the King of Trees, 
The Aspen quivers in the breeze; 

The Poplar grows up straight and tall, 
The Pear tree spreads along the wall; 
The Sycamore gives pleasant shade, 
The Willow droops in watery glade; 

The Fir tree useful timber gives, 
The Beech amid the forest lives. 

 

Can you find incidents in the Bible in which           
  an Oak and a Sycamore tree are involved.? 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

There are gaudy cardboard boxes  
Filled with perfumes, silks and toys;  

There are mince pies and punch for the carollers  
And cheerful Christmas noise;  

There are wide-eyed children playing the parts  
Of shepherds and wise men three  

And gifts from the family marked 'with love'  
Hanging on the tree.  

 

There are battered cardboard boxes  

With people sleeping inside;  

There are starving families huddled in tents  

On a desolate mountainside;  

There are terrified children with shattered limbs  
In countries still not free  

And the Father's precious gift of Love  

Hanging on a tree. 

Sheena Munro 

Did You Know........?   

             In 1688, in a shed at the end of the 

pier in Gourock, Glasgow merchant, Provost, 

Walter Gibson, discovered the fish-curing 

technique that gave the ’red herring’, or kip-

per , to the world. 

      The expression ’red herring’, meaning a 

diversion from the basic issue, comes from the 

practice of  drawing a strong-smelling smoked 

or ’red’ herring across the path of a hunted 

animal to confuse the scent for pursuing  dogs.                                                                              

TREES. 
 

The Oak is called the King of Trees, 
The Aspen quivers in the breeze; 

The Poplar grows up straight and tall, 
The Pear tree spreads along the wall; 
The Sycamore gives pleasant shade, 
The Willow droops in watery glade; 

The Fir tree useful timber gives, 
The Beech amid the forest lives. 

 

Can you find incidents in the Bible in which           
  an Oak and a Sycamore tree are involved.? 

      An English teacher took her young son to the 

department store to see Santa for the first time. 

‘If that’s Santa Claus,’ he asked bewildered,  ‘ 

then who are all the other men with white beards on 

the streets?’   

Quickly drawing on her classroom experience she 

explained, ‘Oh these are just subordinate clauses.’ 


