
Parish News 
Parish News 
Parish News    

C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

This song, written by Marijohn Wilkin and 
Kris Kristofferson in 1974 and which was 
made popular by Lena Martell in the late 70’s, 
has been going through my head recently. It 
has such a resonance for today and the Restric-
tions that we are living through. We have lived 
through a tough year and perhaps these days 
are tougher even than the first Lock Down for 
many reasons. Part of which were that we 
thought that by the summer things would im-
prove and we had a definite date to look for-
ward to. This time it is not so clear. 

It has been frustrating to try and make 
plans for the future when there are so many 
“don’t knows”. Don’t know when we will come 
out of the ; and when we will be back to Tier 3; 
and what happens next? I think that the uncer-
tainty has bothered many people much more 
this year than it has ever done before.  

On the one hand, looking forward to what 
we hope to happen is something to dream of 
and it does help us to keep out hopes up. On 
the other hand, looking forward also can cause 
us to get worried about things that might never 
happen, can cause us then to fall into despair. 
To guard against the weariness of life, let us 
take a leaf out of the book of the song and take 
“one day at a time”. Let us take courage from 
the Lord Jesus and appreciate the small mer-
cies of everyday life as it is. 

We can set small goals for ourselves, just 
enough to keep going with baby steps. I have to 
admit my big goal is getting the office in the 
manse into shape and it is a big goal. Looking 
at the room littered with bits and pieces from 

old ‘children’s addresses’, hymns printed in 
large print for the Care Home Service, books, 
papers, more books, more papers are you get-
ting the picture?  

I look at the disorganised room and decide 
- maybe later. Trying to do it all on one day will 
never work. So here is my plan, one job at a 
time, tackle each pile of papers as I go along, 
baby steps and maybe I will get more done. I 
will let you know when next I see you if I don’t 
get lost in the papers. 

That is a practical way of getting through 
but there is a better way and that is to place 
your faith in Jesus and He will see us through. 
Just as a child trustingly will take you by the 
hand. Let us with child-like trust take the hand 
of Jesus, allow Him into our hearts and our 
lives and allow Him to guide us through this 
time. Allow Him to give you strength to face 
each day as it slips pass and take the opportu-
nity to get to know Jesus more deeply than you 
have had before. In doing this I pray that you 
find Peace in your heart, the Peace which only 
Jesus can give.  

We SHALL get through this Pandemic and 
the Restrictions and we SHALL meet together 
in Worship..... in whatever way that will look 
like in the future. There is a better time com-
ing, but until then, let us take each day as it 
comes always trusting in the Lord and gaining 
courage and strength as we move on. 

       May God Bless you and Keep you.  
 

 
  

Dear Friends, 

After 15th Feb. CHURCH  MAY re-open on SUNDAYs  at 11.am   

LIMITED SEATING SO ‘BOOK’ YOUR PLACE   Phone: oi236 611087 

Jan / Feb 
2021 

“One day at a time, sweet Jesus;  That's all I'm asking from You 

Just give me the strength to do everyday,  What I have to do”   

Rev. Grace Saunders 
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Cumbernauld :Condorrat Parish Church 

Minister 
 

Rev. Grace Saunders  
B.Th; B.Sc. 

  

Tel. 01236 452090)  

Session Clerk 

Mrs Anne Russell 
Tel: 01236 611087 

(annerussell2003@blueyonder.co.uk) 

Family Development Worker 

Mrs Susan Boland 
(SBoland@churchofscotland.org.uk) 

CLERK to THE BOARD 
 

Mrs Christine Macphail    Tel: 728990  
 

TREASURER 
 

Mrs Ann Kenny                Tel: 732377 
 

ROLLKEEPER 
 

Mr John Newlands           Tel: 732632 
 

FABRIC CONVENOR 

Mr Gordon Bennie           Tel: 734637 
 

FWO & GIFT AID ADMINISTRATOR 
 

    Mrs Doreen Ross      Mob. No. 07769 203648 

HALLS LETTING 
 

 Mrs Elizabeth Hutton       Tel: 07502 457198 

Mrs Elizabeth McLean     Tel: 07840 958133 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS 
 

   Mr Alistair Robertson            Tel:   734905 

Mrs Elizabeth Masterton          Tel:  723492  
 

CHURCH OFFICER 

Mr David Logie            Tel: 724532 
 

Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship    at   11am. 
 

( Services will be reduced  and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

February  2021 
 

 

   7th.       —–            No Service 

 14th.       —–            No Service 
 

21st. (?)  —-        Mrs J Bolling & Team 3. 
 

28th.(?)   —-        Mr. Jim Moir & Team 4. 
 

 
 

While we are in ‘Tier 4’ of lockdown 

church numbers are limited to 20. 

Please ‘book’ your place by phoning 

oi236 611087 

* * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492


Remember to save your  

‘used’ Postage Stamps  
and bring them to Church 
 at the first opportunity  
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CHURCH SERVICES   
 

Dear All, 

       At the moment we cannot give a definite date for the church opening because no 
 -one  knows what will be decided in the middle of February.  
We have had a letter from a member of the Scottish Government assuring us that  
Churches will be a priority in their decision–making, but no date is given.  

 

I can tell you a little about what will happen at the different Tiers: 
 

TEIR 4 –  
THE CHURCH WILL OPEN FOR PRIVATE PAYER ONLY. THIS WILL NOT BE A SERVICE. 
THERE WILL BE NO HYMNS OR MUSIC SIMPLY AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO  
COME ALONG AND SIT QUIETLY IN THE SANCTUARY FOR THEIR OWN PRAYERS AND 
THOUGHTS. ONLY 20 PEOPLE WILL BE ALLOWED SO YOU WILL NEED TO PHONE UP  
AND TRACK AND TRACE WILL BE IN PLACE. 
 

TEIR 3 – 
THE CHURCH WILL OPEN AS WE DID BEFORE WITH ONLY 45 PEOPLE ALLOWED IN 
THE SANCTUARY AND WORSHIP WILL BE AS IT WAS IN THE END OF LAST YEAR.  
YOU WILL HAVE TO PHONE TO BOOK A PLACE, STILL NO SINGING I AM AFRAID. 
 
When we know more and have dates we will send round information to everyone  
in the congregation as soon as possible. 

  

                                                                                   Stay safe and take care. 

                                                                                                                         God Bless, 

                                                                                                     Rev. Grace Saunders 
(Minister) 

Mother & Sons 
 

Three sons left home and made their fortunes. 

 Getting together eventually they shared what they 

had sent their mother. 

The first son said, ‘I built mum a new house’. 

The second said, ‘I got her a new car and driver’. 

The third said, ‘Well, as mum loves reading her 

Bible and her eyesight is failing, I got her a rare parrot 

which had been taught to repeat the Bible at any pas-

sage it was asked when given chapter and verse’. 

The grateful mother sent the boys ‘Thank You’ letters: 
 

‘Thank You John  for the big house, but I only live 

in one room and don’t need to clean the whole house 

often’. 
 

‘Thank You James for the lovely car, but I rarely go 

out so it just stays in the garage’. 
 

And to the third son.....  

‘Thank You Andrew, the wee chicken was delicious’. 

Life & Work 
 

Now that we hear that we are likely to be in 
some sort of lockdown for quite a number of 
weeks to come, you might be wondering how 
others, especially those connected to the 
Church of Scotland, are managing. If so, Life & 
Work might be for you. Life and Work - the 
magazine of the Church of Scotland - says that, 
"during this challenging period, it is committed 
to helping keep our Christian community con-
nected".   Each month, it includes news, fea-
tures and opinion on Christian life in Scotland 
and further afield.  
       For details of how to subscribe and benefit 
from an introductory offer, go to  
           www.lifeandwork.org  
                              or phone 0131 460 7487. 

Wedding Anniversaries    (and Gift suggestions) 

Anniversary                  Gift 
 

First                         Clock 

Fifth                         Pearls   

Tenth           Diamond Eternity Ring 

Fifteenth         Sapphire Jewellery 

Twentieth        Emerald Jewellery 
 

 

Twenty-fifth           Silver 

Thirtieth               Diamond 

Thirty-fifth           Platinum 

Fortieth                   Ruby 

Fiftieth                    Gold 

Sixtieth                 Diamond 

http://www.lifeandwork.org
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Hello again my Friends,           Jan./Feb. 2021 
 

Well here we are in 2021 and still in lockdown. 

I know it’s late but I wish you all a very Happy and 

Healthy New Year.  Hopefully this year will be better 

than the last.  
 

The Watch Night Service on Christmas Eve 

was the final service before our current lockdown 

started, and sadly I am unable to say when we shall 

once again be able to worship together in the Church.  

Hopefully the ‘roll out’ of the vaccine will help us in 

getting back. 

There has been no Meeting since the 12th De-

cember so I am sorry to say that there is very little to 

write about this month.  Our ‘Zoom Meeting’ was on 

Tuesday, 26th January but again with the Church still 

under closure there was not be very much to discuss. 

The Annual Statistics have been sent to Presbytery 

and the paper work for Attestation has just been made 

available. This will not be as normal with the physical 

production of all documentation at Presbytery, but           

                                                                  

 

 will be in an abbreviated form sent by email. (‘...for 

the times they are a changing’!) There was some dis-

cussion on the delivery of the Parish News. At the 

present moment we feel it is inappropriate to ask our 

normal teams who deliver the magazine to resume 

doing it as, according to the government, we are asked 

to ‘Stay at Home’.  I think there may be a limited 

number of copies placed in the Newsagent/PO shop in 

the village and some Elders are delivering to members 

in their districts. Please remember that Parish News is 

on our ‘website’ where it can be read.                          

I hope that by the time the next edition is due we shall 

be in a more favourable situation. 
 

Take care and stay safe 
 

Beannachid Dia dhuit 
(Blessings of God be with you) 

 

Anne Russell   
(Session Clerk)      

  

The Treasurer                              Jan./Feb. 2021  
 

Dear Everyone,  
 

         Here we are at the beginning of a new year 
– a year which we all hope will be better than the last. 
I hope you are managing to keep positive in these 
days when it hardly seems to get light. 

This month you’ll find that most of this article is 
an update on various items I mentioned in Parish 
News throughout 2020. 

          The lady who does the administration for 
‘Amazon Smile’ in her Church has provided me with 
all the information needed to set this up and how she 
finds it works for that Congregation. By the time you 
are reading this, there will have been a Zoom Meeting 
of the Trustees and this will have been discussed then. 
Next month, I shall let you know how we are going to 
proceed. In the meantime, please remember, when you 
are shopping online, you should do so by first going  
to ‘Easyfundraising’ so that our Church benefits from a 
percentage of the  purchase price of what you buy. No
-one knows what you have bought or what it has cost! 

You will be aware from previous issues that we 
have had enormous problems with our Electricity 
supplier, Opus. After numerous emails and telephone 
calls over more than six months, the situation came to 
a head at the end of last year when we were still re-
ceiving incorrect bills. Following further email corre-
spondence, the lady at the Church of Scotland inter-
vened directly with the contact at Opus and has an 
agreement regarding how we proceed. It is a more 
organised way and should mean far less work for us 
and accurate bills. 

 

The usual ‘end-of-year’ letters and forms were 
received from the Stewardship and Finance Depart-
ment at the Church of Scotland. All the forms have 
been completed and those relevant to the Church of 
Scotland returned to them and the one for the Bank, 
handed in. 

The preparation for the Annual Accounts has 
been started. The timeline issued by the Church of 
Scotland is the same as in previous years. 

A gentleman from the Financial Ombudsman 
Office was in touch. They found in our favour in our 
complaint against the Bank. We are to receive compen-
sation, in addition to what was lodged in our Account 
last year, for travel costs and telephone calls, and a 
letter guaranteeing that the situation we found our-
selves in last year will never happen again. When the 
matter was resolved, they asked for a survey to be 
completed. This was done and returned. 

The Insurance for our buildings may need to be 
reviewed if they are still unoccupied at the middle of 
February. The Church of Scotland will advise us on 
this nearer the time. 

Those of you who have contributed financially to 
our Church throughout the year have helped it to sur-
vive. My sincere ‘Thanks’ to all of you. 

Although you will not be reading this until the 
start of February, I wish each and every one of you a 
belated ‘Happy and Healthy 2021’.  

Let us hope and pray that we shall all be able to 
worship in the Sanctuary soon, and that we be able to 
go where we want and enjoy a ‘normal’ life again 
without the fear of becoming seriously ill. 

                                  May God Bless You 
 

Ann Kenny   

From the Leprosy Mission’s Box of Blessings: - "For I know the plans I have for you" declares the LORD,    

              "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future"       Jeremiah 29:ll (NIV) 



The  GUILD                                 Jan/Feb 2021 
 

              is still suspended until further notice.   
 

    The Guild Ladies  have kept in touch with 

Christmas cards and I've managed to see some of 

them recently. I'd like to thank the Ladies who 

forwarded their Guild Capitation Fees so 

promptly - this was a great help to Janette, our 

Treasurer. We send our best wishes to any mem-

bers who have been, or are unwell and pray for a 

speedy recovery. 

                                                                                                                  Lesley Freeland   

             Tel: 01236 734930.  Mob: 07757711908. 

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

 1st Condorrat Com-
pany        

(PARISH NEWS) (5) 

The Sunday School      February 2021 
 

   The Girls of the Sunday School have kept 

in touch with Christmas Cards and I've man-

aged to see some of them recently. Everyone  

enjoying good health and trying to keep their 

spirits up and stay cheerful  
until we are together again.  

               Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

 

The Boys’ Brigade                             
Jan/Feb  2021 

 

‘Happy New Year’ to Everyone from  the  
Boys and Staff of the 1st Condorrat Boys Brigade.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 has been and gone!........ No comment.      
But we now have to move on and look forward to 
new   beginnings. BB Companies have been bom-
barded with plenty of exciting Crafts and Activities 
from Brigade Headquarters which we have shared 
with our Boys who log on to our Zoom meetings.  I 
have to say that I have found it all very interesting 
and educational, and although not all Boys take 
part, those who do, really enjoy what has been of-
fered.   My ‘Thanks’ to all the Staff who have put 
together a varied programme which suits all ages 
and tastes.  

We shall continue with the Zoom meetings 
for the foreseeable future, but hopefully there will 
an opportunity for our Company Section boys to 
meet outdoors for activities when it’s safe to do so, 
all safety precautions will be in place.  

Anchor Boys are receiving information 
via emails from Kris Tromas, offering 
them the opportunity to take part in 
crafts and games that can be under-
taken at home.  

Harry Coggins and Jamie Morson are involved 
with D of E Awards during the Virus, it has been 
adapted to fit in with Safety regulations, and this 
will allow them to proceed with the programme. 

On personal note, thank you for the kind com-
ments regarding the Church Notice Board, I try to 
keep it cheery but thoughtful. I’m looking forward 
to Spring colours. 

                                                Take care Everyone......  
                                  and Stay Safe,  

 

                     Andrew Eadie                                                        
                             (Company Captain) 

 

Did You Know........?   

             Blackness Castle, on a promontory 

sticking out into the River Forth, was designed in 

the shape of a ship. 

Archibald Douglas who built it, suffered badly 

from seasickness (an embarrassing condition in 

his post of Lord High Admiral of the Scottish 

Fleet. He therefore promised King James V that 

he would build a flagship for himself that the 

English couldn’t sink and where he would never 

be seasick. 

             And so he built Blackness Castle. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com


Church Register 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

  
      

January  2021 
 

      19th.            Hugh Neilson                   of       Condorrat 
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Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 
 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects. There will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 

Fellowship/Prayer Group                                                              February 2021 
 

The Group are not meeting until further notice. 
Prayer request boxes will still operate as Prayers continue. 

          

    All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;     
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

    “ I am the Greatest!” 
 

           In the 1960’s a new boxing sensation 
emerged. He was Cassius Clay who later changed 
his name to Mohammad Ali. At his early press 
conferences, before and after fights he was fond of 
repeating his claim ‘I am the greatest!’ 

People were amused or embarrassed by his 
arrogance, but he was only putting into words 
what a lot of folk really feel about themselves -  
although would never express it in quite that way. 
Most folk only see life from their point of view 
and then  usually act in their own best interests. 

Jesus was revolutionary in that he consis-
tently put the needs of other people in front of his 
own.             

Instead of saying ‘I am the greatest’, he said 
‘I am among you as one who serves’ and in this he 
calls us to completely change in the way we see 
other people. 

 

Humility does not mean thinking less of yourself 
than other people, nor does it mean having a low opin-
ion of your own abilities. It means freedom from think-
ing about yourself one way or the other.      W. Temple 

 What is success? 
 

When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, at the 
start of what was his last week of his life, his life 
seemed poised to ‘take off’’. He had a group of 
loyal supporters behind him and enthusiastic 
crowds were buzzing with questions....—  
Who was he? What was he going to do? 

However, Jesus turned down the bright 
successful future that his friends seemed to have 
in mind for him. He turned down what we might 
think of as success because he was aiming for 
something far more important. He knew that to 
be successful in God’s eyes means ton obey Him. 

Thus, this can mean some hard decisions 
for us too, as it did for Jesus. 

 

Jesus’ disciples were not invited to beds of ease. 
In advance they were warned of the hazards. If they 
were concerned about their possessions, then they hadn’t 
read the specifications.                 Fredrick W  Danker 

 

          (Also read  Luke 9: vs 18-24) 
  
 

  

 

PRESBYTERIAN     becomes    BEST IN PRAYER 
 

ASTRONOMER     becomes     MOON STARER 
 

 DESPERATION     becomes     A ROPE ENDS IT 
 

THE EYES     becomes        THEY SEE 

 

 

 
 

GEORGE BUSH    becomes      HE BUGS GORE 
 

THE MORSE CODE becomes  HERE COME DOTS 
 

DORMITORY     becomes       DIRTY ROOM 
 

SLOT MACHINES  becomes  CASH LOST IN ME 

Interesting   ‘Associated’ ANAGRAMS 



Hello Everyone,            Jan/Feb 2021 
 

     I hope you all had an enjoyable festive season, 

whatever the circumstances. It seems such a long time 

ago and I was heartened today to see that some of the 

snowdrops in the garden are beginning to bloom. Na-

ture isn’t in Lockdown! 

As the church buildings have been closed for most 

of the time since our last newsletter and our first Zoom 

meeting of the year has yet to take place, I really don’t 

have anything to report. As I write there is still no 

prospect of the church re-opening so I hope you are all 

finding ways to replace our times of worship together. 

I was reading the Thought for the Week in one of 

our Scottish local papers recently where the minister 

retold a story from Kerala in India. It struck a chord 

with me, so I’d like to pass it on. 
 

A teacher had two disciples. He gave each of them 

1 rupee and showed them each an empty room which 

he asked them to fill using their rupee. 

The first one searched the bazaar, but found noth-

ing he could buy with so little money. Then he had an 

idea. He went to the garbage seller who sold him a 

huge mound of stinking rubbish which he used to fill 

the room. 

The other sat quietly in his room and meditated 

for a while, then went out and spent his rupee on an 

incense stick, a small lamp and matches. He lit the in-

cense stick and lamp, filling his room with light and a 

beautiful smell. 

Their teacher turned away from the first room in 

disgust, but happily entered the bright sweet-smelling 

room.  

The point of the story, simple though it is, is that 

the choices we make will determine whether our lives 

repel or attract. Those we meet will recognise whether 

what is inside us is good and wholesome or something 

rotten. We should fill our hearts and minds with good, 

pure and positive things and not leave room for nega-

tive thoughts of bitterness, anger and resentment. 
 

I hope that next month I will have some 

news to report about progress towards worship-

ping together again.  

Until then stay safe and well  

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH WORK 
 

 

Unfortunately, the outdoor Christmas Carol service 

was cancelled due to further restrictions.. but have no 

fear, if all goes according to plan with vaccinations and 

lifting of lockdown, it will happen in 2021.  We may 

even have a ‘summer one’ which would be great and let 

the Parish know the Church is still very much alive and 

supporting them. 

Due to the variant strain of Coronavirus and fur-

ther Lockdown, I have been unable to do very much 

Development or Outreach Work at all.  That, and the 

weather, has meant working from home more than I 

would’ve liked.  While it may feel like the ‘initial lock-

down’, I think we all feel a sense of weariness this time 

around and, with the shorter days and bad weather, peo-

ple haven’t managed to get out for fresh air.   

In light of this, I realised that even with a vaccine, it 

may take some time for worship, groups and organisa-

tions to return to something like ‘normal’. Therefore I 

have been seriously considering leading ‘Alpha Online’.  
There are training videos to show one how it can be 

done and stories from the organisers of people accept-

ing Jesus in the comfort of their own homes, knowing 

that it’s nothing to do with being in church or the emo-

tions stemming from that environment that has some-

how affected them.  While worship may return, it may 

be some time before group meetings ( i.e. Discipleship 

or Alpha) will be allowed and, even at that, there will 

perhaps still be a sense of cautiousness when meeting up 

in a small space like Church House.  I’m keen to try 

anything on Zoom/Microsoft Teams/Webex which 

would allow God’s message to be heard, discussed and 

accepted. 

 
 

I e-mailed Condorrat Primary School the first week 

after New Year attaching some of the RME activities to 

the e-mail.   My thought was that the church and the 

school could collaborate in some way by using the RME 

work as an extra-curricular activity.  With everything 

surrounding the educating of our children, I am trying 

to keep connected with the school as much as I can as 

well as supporting them in prayer. 

A ministerial acquaintance of mine laid down a 

challenge before Christmas of re-reading The Chroni-
cles of Narnia.  I accepted the challenge and have thor-

oughly enjoyed reading my way through the books.  

Knowing that the stories are still enjoyed and read, I 

have recorded myself reading each chapter of ‘The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and posted it on 

both my personal FB page and Abronhill Parish 

Church’s FB public page.  Please avail yourself of listen-

ing to the story again and let the story of Aslan seep 

through you on a more deeper level.  I’m sure, through-

out 2020, many thought just like Mr Tumnus in the 

story that ‘it was always winter but never Christmas’.   
Let us rejoice and thank God that people have 

worked hard to bring us a vaccine which, while not cur-

ing the virus, will go a long way in making sure cases and 

deaths recede and more people recover.   
 

I miss physically interacting with others but recog-

nise at this juncture that I cannot.   

Keep Praying. Condorrat will be given many op-

portunities in 2021 to reach out with Jesus’ love and 

God’s message. 
  

                                                               Susan Boland     

I can take any amount of criticism, so long as it’s unqualified praise.         (attrib. Noel Coward) 



* * * * 

* * *    * * * 
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The Parable of the Pencil. 
 

In the earlier days of space research, a space re-
search centre had to devise a method to enable it’s 
astronauts to write in the special conditions of outer 
space, such as zero gravity. A team of scientists pro-
posed an expensive project to develop special pens for 
use in space. While the proposal was being presented, 
a young scientist stood up and asked, ‘I have a humble 
suggestion. Instead of spending such a large amount to de-
velop a special pen, why don’t we to use an ordinary pencil?’ 

The suggestion was received with great applause. 
Initial trials proved that a pencil could work in condi-
tions of zero gravity and some early space travellers 
used it. Later, it was feared that the fine particles of 
graphite from the eroding lead can conduct electricity 
and may adversely affect the delicate electronic con-
trol systems in the closed conditions of a space ship 
and so better substitutes were fabricated. 

 

A great teacher once gifted a pencil to each of 
his students and asked them to list the ‘lessons of life’ 
one might learn from a pencil. 
  Major messages presented were:   
 

1: Each pencil has a definite purpose. It draws a line   
    as it moves forward. This line becomes specific  
    letters, words, phrases, sentences and a finally, a  
    unique presentation with a meaningful message. 
    Every person is a special noble creation of God  
    with a particular purpose, role and mission in the  
    world. By our life and actions, we have to fulfil the  
    intention of the Creator. 
2: A pencil permits to be held and guided by a hand to   
    perform with perfection. We must be ready to be    
    guided by the will, words and hands of God. We  
    must be humble and ready to surrender ourselves  
    to the will of God.  
    That is the only way to achieve great things in life. 
3: A pencil leaves a definite mark on the surface on  
    which it moves. By doing our duties with dedica- 
    tion, we must leave our mark on every situation we  
    are involved in and every person we interact with.  
    That is the mark of our Creator which he uses to  
    change the world through each of us. 
4: The most important part of a pencil is its inside.  
    The lead made of graphite is what enables it to  
     leave a mark on the surface on which it moves. The  
     Decorated outer wooden portion may have visible  
     beauty, but appearances can be deceptive. The  
     quality of the pencil is decided by the inner lead.  

    The eternal soul within us is more important than  
     the perishable body which houses it. The inner 
     beauty and virtue of a person cannot be judged by  
     his external appearance. 
5: A pencil is used along with an eraser. Sometimes, 

the eraser is attached to the  other end of a pencil. 
Though a mark of correction may remain, the 
eraser enables immediate correction of any mistake 
made. We may make mistakes in life as “to err is  

    human “. But a noble man corrects his error at  
    the earliest. We must learn from our mistakes  
     and proceed pursuit of perfection. 
6: A pencil has to be sharpened and polished  
     frequently to serve its function with perfection. 
    Human life requires occasional painful sharpening  
    to achieve its goal. Sharpening of human life is  
    through the adversities and painful experiences  
     man may have to endure in life. They lead to  
     physical, mental and spiritual strengthening and 
    regeneration. Adversity is the best university. 
7: Applying too much pressure on a pencil while  
    writing can break the tip of the lead causing great  
    damage and hindrance to smooth writing. 
     Unnecessary stress and strain from vaulting  
      ambition may damage our life and progress.  
    When we are ready to accept the will of God,  
     life becomes  steady, pleasant and enjoyable. 
 

St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata said: 
                            “We are all pencils in the hand of God.” 
 

                by Prof. Dr. Babu Philip 
                Christian Moral Stories 

 
 
Technically, Moses was the first person with a Tablet. 

    Downloading Data from the Cloud. 
 
    A nursery school teacher was watching her class as 
the children drew pictures. 
    The teacher would occasionally walk around and 
see each of the children’s ‘artwork’. However, as she 
approached one little girl who was working especially 
hard, she  asked what the drawing was. 
    The little girl told her, ‘I’m drawing God’. 
    ‘But sweetie, no one knows what God looks like.’              
    The little girl continued drawing saying, 
                                            ‘Well they will in a minute’. 
 
 

from Gordon Ross 

* * * * 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, 

which is annually at least equal to the Tax which the Congrega-

tion, and other Charities to which you make Gift Aid Donations, 

will reclaim on the financial value of your ‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

  Gift Aid Declaration Forms  or further information is 
available from  our Gift Aid Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Anger 
 

  I am righteously indignant;  

                           you are  annoyed;  

          he is making a fuss about nothing. 

The Computer 
 

  To err is human. But to really foul 

things up requires a computer! 
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ANOTHER DAY 
 

A streak of light below the curtain 
                         steals into the gloom — 
Searching out the hidden corners 
                                 of a quiet room. 
A miracle is happening — 
                            a day is being born. 
God has brought us safely 
                to the gate of another dawn. 
 

The sun comes up; the new day breaks 
                              and life begins anew. 
The clock - it chimes. Duty calls, 
                          and there is work to do. 
Grateful am I, that I can rise 
                                and take my place. 
Forgive me Lord if I should fail 
                           to show a smiling face. 
 

  But many must lie in beds, in pain — 
     worn and weary to never work again,   
  To them the morning brings no hope, 
                            no active part to play. 
    The sunrise glowing in the sky is 
                            ........just another day. 
 

PS. 

ABOUT GROWING OLDER... 
 

1. ~ Eventually you will reach a point   
        when you stop lying about your age  
        and start bragging about it. 
 

2.~ The older we get, the fewer things 
       seem worth waiting in line for. 
 

3. ~ Some people try to turn back their  
       odometers. Not me; I want people to  
       know why I look this way. I've travelled  

 a long way, and some of the roads weren't 
        paved. 
 

4. ~ When you are dissatisfied and would 
        like to go back to your youth, think 
        of Algebra. 
    

5. ~ You know you are getting old when  
       everything either dries up or leaks. 
  

6. ~ I don't know how I got over the hill  
       without getting to the top. 
 

7. ~ One of the many things no one tells  
        you about ageing is that it's such a   
        nice change from being young. 
 

8. ~ One must wait until evening to see  
        how splendid the day has been. 
  

9. ~ Being young is beautiful, but being  
       old is comfortable. 
 

10.~ Long ago, when men cursed and  
         beat the ground with sticks, it was  
         called witchcraft.  
         Today it's called golf.  

THE COMING 
 

When I went to draw water —  

That was when he came.  

I had lingered at the well, dreaming a while  

Of how it would be when I was married, a mother,  

They had chosen a husband for me —Joseph the carpenter,  

A good man, they told me, hard-working, honest and kind,  

But as I gazed into the sunlit water  

I saw the face of Another, grave and radiant.  

I turned to apologise for keeping him waiting  

And he greeted me: Hail, thou that art highly favoured.  

I tried to speak, but my tongue would not make the words  

And I thought I was dreaming still as he talked of a Child . . .  

I stammered at last that there must be some mistake,  

I wasn't married - how could this be for me?  

And he told me, O wonder too powerful to believe -  

That the Lord's own Spirit would father this child on me,  

The Child who would be our nation's long-promised Saviour.  

As I raised my head and looked into his eyes,  

I felt my terror silently slide away -  

And I knew that the Lord had taken me into His care;  

And that all would be as the glorious stranger had said,  

As he melted back into the summer sunshine -  

And I thought I heard a swell of heavenly music.  

That filled my soul with a glory of hope and praise. 

Sheena Munro 

ANAGRAMS  
(from the Big Lockdown Guild News 2020) 

— All TV  "Oldies" — 

XNOID FO KCDO ENRGE 

ISHT SI RYUO IEFL 

BDEHRINSRTUD 

EKJU XBO RYUJ 

HET NITSA 

ACHWT IHTW HEMROT 

POOPNTRTYNI SKKONC 

AEKT ROYU KIPC 

from Mary Innes 



Coronavirus in Scotland 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 

You should: 
 stay at home as much as possible 
                   only go outside for limited purposes 
 stay 2 metres (6 feet) away from other people 
 wash your hands regularly and as soon as you get home 
 always wear a face covering on public transport, shops  
     and enclosed public spaces 
 self-isolate if you have any symptoms and book a test 

 

Money 
 

Money isn’t everything; usually it isn’t enough. 
 

Money is better than poverty; if only for  

financial reasons.                         Woody Allen. 
 

Money can’t buy friends; but you get a better 

class of enemy.                         Spike Milligan. 
 

Money is like a sixth sense without which you 

can’t make use of the other five.  

  Next  ‘Parish News’            

All articles, reports, etc. for the ’March Issue’  
should be sent  to Taylor Logan  

as early as possible.  
  

We shall continue publishing at this time of lock-
down and be available on our Church Web-site.   

 — Also at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com — 
  

   

THE NEW YEAR 
 

The start of a new year gives us a chance to 

look ahead, to look forward to new things.  It’s also 

the start of a new term at school.  This year has been 

quite a different way to start a new term at school —

being at home rather than in school.  2020/2021 has 

been and will be a lot different for all of us, but while 

it’s good to look back it is better to look forward. 

In the Old Testament in the Christian Bible in 

the book of Isaiah, God told his people ‘Do not cling 

to events of the past or dwell on what happened long 

ago.  Watch out for the new thing I am going to do.’ 

It’s good to know what happened in the past so we 

don’t make similar mistakes in the future – be it on 

our own or in our world.  We can see this in the cli-

mate changes in our world – plastic was a great thing 

when first invented but it is now damaging our 

planet.   

For Christians, they know if they make a mis-

take, they can pray to God and ask for forgiveness 

and try not to make a similar mistake again.  They 

may do but they might be more aware of what 

they’ve done and try hard to change.  For a Christian, 

it doesn’t mean being perfect or right all the time, it 

means they can be forgiven without a grudge being 

held and for them to try harder.  Christians look to 

Jesus Christ for guidance.  In the letter to the church 

at Corinth in the New Testament of the Christian Bi-

ble, Paul (the letter writer) says, ‘Anyone who is 

joined to Christ (i.e. believes in Him) is a new being; 

the old is gone, the new has come.’ 

Looking Ahead 

Buy a small notebook and on the first page      

write “Looking Ahead”.  Then think about all the 

new things you might or could be doing and learning 

in 2021 or places you might visit.  Draw or write 

these things in your book.  Talk about them with fam-

ily and friends. 
 

Looking Ahead 

Using a paper plate, split it into sections with a 

black-felt tip pen.  Then draw, write or colour new 

things you will be doing this year.  Punch a hole at    

the top and tie a ribbon on to it and hang it up. 
 

Looking Ahead 

Find a nice picture from a colouring in book or 

off the internet.  Cut it out and glue it on to thicker 

card.  Glue a calendar tab to the bottom of it.  Colour 

in the picture and hang it up marking off dates for 

birthdays, holidays, etc.  Talk about these dates and 

what you might be doing at these events.   
 

New Beginnings 
Using compost, a plant pot and a daffodil bulb, 

plant it, care for it and watch it grow into a beautiful 

Spring flower.  As we move into Spring, talk to oth-

ers about the trees, flowers and blossom on the trees.  
 

New Beginnings 

Learn a new craft. Learning something new 

makes us feel we’ve achieved something. Talk to 

family or friends about what you’ve learned or how 

you felt trying to achieve the final outcome.                       
 

Susan Boland 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com

