
C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

    This is the first verse of the first hymn 
which we shall hear in the church on Easter Morn-
ing, a day of Celebration and Joy; a day when we 
shall share an informal Communion together. It is 
still a restricted service and we shall not be able to 
sing but we can sing in our hearts to celebrate the 
Rising of Jesus who overcame death so that we 
might receive ever-lasting life. 

We shall not be able either to come together 
to transform the bare cross to a cross filled with 
Daffodils. We use Daffodils because they signify a 
New Birth, New Life which is not only the new life 
we find in Spring but more importantly the New 
Life we find in Jesus. His Resurrection means New 
Life for everyone who follows Him.  

Easter is the time when earth wakes up from 
a deep slumber and heralds the beginning of new 
life. Bird's chirps around and vibrant blooms like 
daffodils, hyacinths and tulips breathe new life and 
fragrance into nature. However, the bliss of Easter 
season is not just limited to its natural beauties. In 
fact, this is a time to feel the real blessings of God 
and Thank Him for His Eternal Gift that He has con-
ferred on us at Easter. 

 New Beginnings and New Life are the theme 
of Easter, and as we journey into the future as a 
Church we too find new ways of reaching out to the 
community and to the congregation. I am sure that 
Mrs. Boland will be telling you about the plans to 
bring new ideas to the church over the rest of the 
year but we have already embraced the 21st cen-
tury. My prayer for Condorrat Church all through 

the Lock-Down, has been for a flourishing of the 
church when we emerge from the restrictions.  
This is still my earnest prayer and I invite you to 
pray also for new beginnings. 

 

We have made a small start when Mrs. Boland 
set up a Facebook page for Condorrat which has 
shown to be successful in reaching so many differ-
ent people. I have to admit I am quite a dinosaur as 
far as technology goes but I have to admit it was 
not as bad as I had thought. Recording the weekly 
services has not been so stressful and I am glad 
that people can see the Sanctuary and hear the 
Word of God spoken there once again. 

The great wonder of Easter is something we 
can all celebrate with all our hearts because it 
holds within it Hope, the Christian Hope for Life in 
Christ. The wonder that Jesus died for us and Rose 
again for us, so that we know that He is ever with 
us as He promised. As we continue to live through 
Lockdown and look to the future which still holds 
so many uncertainties, we have comfort in knowing 
that Jesus is with us with every step that we take. 

I leave you on Page 3, with an Easter Poem 

by Helen Steiner Rice.   

May God Bless you richly with every Blessing 
        as you move through this time of Easter 
         
 
 
  

 

Dear Friends, 

Church re-0pening 
 

From Sunday, 28th March our CHURCH will re-open on SUNDAYs at 11.am   

 With LIMITED SEATING   SO ‘BOOK’ YOUR PLACE — Phone: oi236 611087 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

Parish News 
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“Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!   Our triumphant Holy Day, Alleluia!          
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!    Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia”  

[HY 410] 
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Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship    at   11am. 
 

( Services are reduced and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

April 2021 
 

 

    

   4th.       —–       Mr.  J Newlands & Team 1. 
   

 11th.       —–     Mrs. L McKeown & Team 2. 
 

 18th.        —-               Mr. J Moir & Team 3. 
 

 25th.        —-      Mr.  J Newlands & Team 1. 
 

 

 
While in ‘Tier 3’ of  lockdown 

Church is open with limited seating 
and social distancing. 

* * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492
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CHURCH SERVICES   
 

Dear All, 
OPENING OF CONDORRAT CHURCH 

 

The Church will be open for services from the 28th March at 11am which 

is Palm Sunday and every Sunday from then on.   

The Kirk Session and I have discussed the Holy Week and have decided 

that there will be no Services through the week and only the Easter Day Service.  

On Easter Sunday there will be an informal Communion in order to   

celebrate Easter and the church opening again. This means that there will no   

Communion Cards or any record of Communion normally offered to everyone   

attending the church.  

The situation will be same as it was in the Autumn with the same Covid 

restrictions including no singing.  

To book a place please phone Mrs. Russell on 01236 611087 for the next 

three weeks only. After that a new phone number will be given out. 

The Service will be recorded and placed on Condorrat Church Facebook 

from the afternoon onwards. 

 
                      Stay safe and take care. 

                                                                     God Bless, 
 

                                                                       Rev. Grace Saunders 
(Minister) 

All wrong doing is done in the sincere belief that it is the best thing to do.  —    Arnold Bennet 

Calamities are of two kinds. Misfortune to ourselves and good fortune to others.  —    A. Bierce 

Lockdown Daffodils 
 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

Two metres from the madding crowd 

When all at once my name was called 

To enter Asda's hallowed hall. 

This was the Pensioners' Special Hour 

I'd gone to get a bag of flour; 

But I forgot - when through the door- 

What had I gone to Asda for? 

The Asda's staff are extra kind, 

I told them it had slipped my mind. 

They asked what else I had forgot;  

They clearly thought I'd lost the plot. 

I phoned my wife again to ask; 

She reminded me of this special task 

"I need some flour to bake a cake 

With all that cream you made me take!" 

"Ah yes, I recall", I had to lie. 

I dared not ask what flower to buy, 

But then I saw them at the tills, 

A bunch of golden daffodils 
Anon 

EASTER POEM 
 

With OUR EYES we see 

The beauty of Easter 

as the earth awakens once more... 
 

With OUR EARS we hear 

The birds sing sweetly 

to tell us Spring again is here... 
 

With OUR HANDS we pick 

the golden daffodils 

and the fragrant hyacinths... 
 

But only with OUR HEARTS 

can we feel the MIRACLE of GOD'S LOVE 

which redeems all men... 
 

And only with OUR SOUL 

can we make our 'pilgrimage to God' 

and inherit His Easter Gift of ETERNAL LIFE. 

Helen Steiner Rice 

Rev. Grace Saunders 
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The Treasurer                              April  2021  
 
  

By the time you are reading this, we will have 

put the clocks forward so that it will be staying lighter 

longer in the evening. The increase in daylight from 

day to day will be gradual but the days will be getting 

longer as we approach summer. That is something we 

can be sure of in these uncertain times. Let us hope 

that better days, in the form of an end to lockdown, are 

ahead and we can go out when we want, to wherever 

we want and for as long as we want. 
 

After many emails, CCLI (Church Copyright 

Licence International) have agreed to reduce by 15% - 

from £140 to £119 - what we need to pay for the music 

licence. 15% is the highest reduction they offer. They 

have also removed the fee for the PRS (Performing 

Right Society) licence (£73.56) which is not required 

at the moment since we are not able to hold events. As 

with all outstanding payments, the amended invoice 

will be paid as soon as possible. 
 

The Church Accounts for last year are as far on 

as they can be in the current restrictions. The first lady 

who was contacted at the Church of Scotland seemed 

reluctant to commit herself to any decision but, since 

contacting someone else, a way forward has been set 

out. Unfortunately, until the restrictions are eased suf-

ficiently to allow two people to meet, the accounts can-

not be progressed but the Annual Stated Meeting for 

the year ended 31st December 2019 can now go ahead. 

It will be held on Sunday 11th April 2021 immediately 

following morning worship. 
 

An email was received from the Church of Scot-

land with advice on the re-opening of the Church 

buildings. As soon as any further, definite, information 

is received regarding the re-opening, the Insurance 

Company will be informed so that our policy reflects 

this. When you are reading this, hopefully we will be 

back worshipping in the Sanctuary and the policy will 

have been amended. 
 

Every month, I thank everyone for their dona-

tions. This month, I am particularly grateful as the 

bank statement from RBS for February 2021, the latest 

one available, shows that, in that month, our bank bal-

ance fell by more than £4,000. The biggest drain on 

our finances is our Ministries and Mission Contribu-

tion  - this year £4,275 per month from February to 

November. When we are able to meet and have 

cheques signed to pay all outstanding amounts, the 

bank balance will be further . 
 

I hope you feel the benefit of your journey 

through Lent, whatever you did, whether practising 

denial or taking up something new. I wish each and 

every on of you reading this, a very Happy Easter. 
 

                                   May God Bless You 

Ann Kenny   

Hello my Friends,                             April 2021 
 

       At last we are able to come back to 

Church  -  it’s been a long time. We are very 

grateful to our Minister and to Susan Boland 

for recording the services for Face book. (We 

are finally coming into the 21st century.)  I know 

not everyone has access to Face book but many 

do and it is great that there has been such a 

good response and with over 200 accessing it ,  

we are managing to spread the Gospel. 

Our first service back is on Palm Sunday 
March 28th at 11am with reduced numbers as 

before – we can accommodate 45 with the ap-

propriate physical distancing.  I will take this 

opportunity to remind you that the two metre 

distancing is necessary both in the Church and 

in the grounds (no standing chatting). Also only 

two persons should at any time be in the vesti-

bule of the Church. The system for booking is 

the same as previously although only up until 

16th April.   From Monday 19th April a phone 

call to Mrs Elizabeth Masterton will be neces-

sary to reserve your seat.  As Mrs Masterton is 

working and not always available she asks that 

you phone or text her Mon – Thurs. Mornings.  

 

on her Mobile Tel.  No.   07533  763697.  
  

This change is taking place  because I am 

retiring both from Session and the position of 

Session Clerk  as from Friday 16th April. It has 

been a privilege to have served the Church both 

as an Elder and as Session Clerk, but the time 

has come for me to step down and I wish my 

successor every blessing. 
 

There will be no Holy Week Services this 

year but hopefully by the time Easter comes 

round again we will be back to “normal”.  

Easter Sunday Service will be as it usually is and 

we will have the transformed cross although it 

will be decorated in advance of the Service. 
 

As this is my last report, it just remains for 

me to say thank you all for the support you have 

given me over the past few years it has been 

much appreciated. 

Take care and stay safe 
 

Beannachid Dia dhuit 
(Blessings of God be with you) 

 

Anne Russell   
(Session Clerk)      



The  GUILD                                 April  2021 
 

              is still suspended until further notice.   
 

    The Guild Ladies have all been ‘jabbed’ and 

are looking forward to meeting again. However, 

we have no date as yet and fear we won't get 

together before 2022.  Until then we're keeping 

in touch through cards and phone calls.  

       We send our best wishes to any members  

    who have been, or are unwell and pray for a  

    speedy recovery. 

                                                                                                                  Lesley Freeland   

             Tel: 01236 734930.  Mob: 07757711908. 

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We ‘Thank’ EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

The Sunday School       April 2021 
 

   The Girls of the Sunday School are keep-

ing up with each other by phone and are now 

seeing each other at school again.  

  I'd like to wish all our members continuing 

good health and a ‘Happy Easter’.  

          Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

1st Condorrat Company   The Girls’ Brigade 
 

Hi Everyone, 
          It’s now nearing then end of the Session but we 
have 19 Girls still coming together each via ‘zoom’.   
All girls are really, really enjoying it, however they all 
wish we were back together in the church halls. 
All badge work has been completed and the Girls are 
learning all about Guide Dogs with someone from   
The Guide Dog Associations all excited about.  
            Let's hope we can get in the hall for out new 
Session starting in September.  

       Hope to see you all soon,  
Nicola Gilmore 

(Captain)  

1st Condorrat Company 

The Boys’ Brigade                             
April  2021 

          It is with a heavy heart that I begin 

my report with sad news. 

 Jean Todd, one of the original officers of the 

1st Condorrat Boys Brigade, passed away on the 15th   

of January .  

On behalf of the Boys and Staff, past and pre-

sent, I would like to send the Todd family our sin-

cere condolences. Jean was Officer-in-Charge of our 

Shipmates as they were known then (now Anchor 

Section). When the ‘New Town’ began to develop, 

membership of our Company grew week by week 

and Jean was there to guide the youngsters through 

their first steps in The Boys Brigade. 

Our Zoom Meetings will be finishing soon for 

the summer break and I take this opportunity to 

‘Thank’ all the Staff for their dedication and enthusi-

asm during these difficult times. I’m sure the boys 

will agree it has been fun and educational. Our An-

nual Camp has been cancelled again this year due to 

Covid19. With a bit of luck we will restart the Ses-

sion in September. 

As most of you will be aware the morning 

service is being recorded each week by Grace our 

minister, this can be found on Facebook. The 1st 

Condorrat Boys/Girls Brigade has donated the Face-

book Banner which is situated at the front of the 

church to advertise this event. My thanks to Gareth 

Ramsay for arranging the design and purchase of the 

banner. 

Well, all I can say now is I hope and pray for a 

speedy recovery from the lack of activities, over the 

last year and look forward to new  beginnings. 

                                                Take care Everyone......  
                                  and Stay Safe,  

 

                          Andrew Eadie                                                        
                                (Company Captain) 

 

         Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

Tea Rota. 
 

  Hi All..... We are still unable to meet and  

chat in church after the Sunday Service, and 

are all still struggling on, just counting 

the days till we can enjoy a full Church Service 

together and a welcome "cuppa", catching up 

with all our friends. 
   I hope everyone is well and looking forward    

to that day.    
    Meantime, keep taking care and...be safe.                  

                             God Bless              Mary Innes. 
  

      One of the wonderful things about a continental      

holiday is that it makes you feel good enough about 

going back to work  — and poor enough that you 
have to. (PARISH NEWS) (5) 
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Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

March. 
        26th.           James Bolling*                 of    Condorrat                 
 

Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects. There will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 

Following up on last month’s short intimation...... 
 

The World Day of Prayer is held each year on 
the first Friday in March. However, this year (and last 
year) Covid restrictions prevented the event being 
held as usual in Churches throughout the world. But 
arrangements were made by some to hold the Service 
on-line and broadcast it.  

This year the Service was written by the Chris-
tian Women of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. 

Vanuatu has about 82 islands – of which 65 are 
inhabited. The island is very prone to earthquakes and 
cyclones. It is a tax haven, attracting income from 
companies’ fees and an off-shore shipping registry and 
there is now a huge gap between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-
nots’ on the islands. 

 
The Service focussed on working together with 

unity, love and harmony. They thanked God for many 
good things in nature and the fellowship with each 
other and with sisters and brothers around the world 
gathered by the World Day Of Prayer. They asked for 
our prayers for help against the injustice and division 
present in Vanuatu and many nations throughout the 
world. 

Next year the program for the World Day Of 
Prayer will be written by the Christian Women of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Lorraine Robertson 
                                    (Condorrat Parish Church Rep. for 

World Day Of Prayer.) 

World Day of Prayer 

Fellowship/Prayer Group                                                                      April 2021 

 

 

 

  
          

        Once asked to comment on the subject of 
Prayer, the Rev. Ken Lawson (formerly of Scot-
tish Churches Open College) said that he had 
learned that ..... 
Prayer  is..... 

 Natural — rather than religious. 
 Like breathing; mostly unconscious and 

does not need ‘me’ to understand the 
process; all people pray without neces-
sarily calling it prayer. 

 An attitude rather than an activity. 
 A relationship rather than a conversa-

tion; closer than the closest relationship 
with another human being, not limited 
to a particular time or place. (He does 
not always use words, silent or audible 
and says ‘It is deeper and more unpredict-
able.’) 

 The non-stop relation ship with God 
whether I am acknowledging it or not -      
a being with, rather than an asking for. 

Psalm 23   —   a modern version. 
 

The Lord is my pace-maker, I shall not rush. 
He makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals. 
He provides me with images of stillness 
Which restores my serenity and calm. 
He leads me in the way of efficiency                     
through calmness of my mind 
And His guidance is peace. 
Even though I have a great many things                         
to accomplish each day 
I will not fret - for His presence is there. 
His timelessness, His all-importance will                     
keep me in balance. 
He prepares refreshment and renewal 
In the midst of my activity 
By anointing my mind with His oils of tranquillity 
My cup of joyous energy overflows. 
Surely  harmony and effectiveness shall be                                  
the fruit of my hours; 
For I shall walk in the pace of my Lord 
And dwell in His house forever. 
 

*
 *

 *
 *

 

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;  
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 



Hello Everyone,            April 2021 
 

It seems no time at all since I sat down to 

write my article for last month’s Parish News. 

However in that short space of time lots has 

changed. 

As the days lengthen I have heard more 

birdsong and watched a magpie struggle from 

branch to branch to near the top of a tree with a 

large twig in its beak. I’m sure the intention was 

to build a nest, but unfortunately it dropped  it and 

had to start all over again. (It must have given up 

in the end as the nest didn’t grow beyond a few 

twigs.) 

The garden is looking much more colourful 

too. The daffodils are waving about in the breeze 

and the crocuses and azaleas are adding contrast-

ing colour. 

But it’s not just nature that has changed in 

those few weeks. We are now able to worship in 

the church again, albeit with limited numbers, but 

it’s a step in the right direction nevertheless. Our 

Facebook services are being well received, thanks 

to Susan and Grace, and the intention is to con-

tinue even after church opens, so that we can 

reach those who can’t come to worship with us. 

So that we can make this a regular practice, we 

are investigating grants available to buy appropri-

ate equipment to make possible an additional way 

to reach our Congregation and Community. 

At the last Board Meeting, Mrs. Kenny 

made us aware that the church accounts are up to 

date, and that we have paid our Ministry and Mis-

sions contributions. However, as the bank account 

has been considerably depleted, she advised cau-

tion over expenditure. She has had talks with the 

music licence people, and has been able to arrange 

a reduction in our fee as we are unable to use it to 

full advantage at this time. 

The Minister, Mr. Bennie and Mr. Clark 

have met with the Safety Adviser for Falkirk Pres-

bytery, and have permission to re-open the Sanc-

tuary and the Halls, subject to Government ap-

proval. However, as the uniformed organisations 

are now unlikely to use the halls until after the 

summer, and lets still in abeyance, this will proba-

bly be some time off. 

As a Congregational Board we continue to 

meet by Zoom, keeping things ticking over until 

we can meet in person again. 

Until then please keep our work, and our 

church in your prayers  

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH WORK 
 

     In our March Newsletter I made a passing reference 

to a new group called “New Horizons Condorrat” which 

has come about through a recognised need for our con-

gregation to move forward and move out into our par-

ish.  A small group of like-minded people have come 

together with a positive mindset seeking new and inno-

vative ways of reaching different age groups and lifestyles 

within our community, helping them to recognise the 

church in Condorrat is not closed but vibrantly open 

albeit virtual for the time being.   “New Horizons Con-

dorrat” is open to all who wish to offer their thoughts 

and ideas.  If you would like to join then let me know 

and a Zoom invitation will be sent to you. 

     As mentioned in the last newsletter our ideas are 

varied although virtual just now but with Government 

advice looking toward easing lockdown restrictions, we 

have ideas for outdoor worship during Summer and at 

Christmas (just wear thermals, hats, scarves and gloves!). 

The Scottish Government, over the last year, have of-

fered the third sector funding through “Adapt and 

Thrive” to do just that.  Through discussion at our re-

cent meeting, the group felt we should apply for this and 

over the next few months, hopefully, there will be some 

new equipment appearing in the Sanctuary and else-

where to contribute/enhance worship and fellowship.  

As much as we would like to use the gifts and talents of 

the property committee and others, it is now no longer   

 

enough for the church to “make do and mend” particu-

larly in current circumstances.  If we wish to speak to 

our community we must move with the times and use 

equipment which will enable us to speak to our commu-

nity. 

Ideas and plans for the way ahead:-  

Virtual/Digital 

Holy Week craft activities for children and families.  

Daily Facebook recorded “show and tell” activi-

ties leading up to Easter. 

An Easter Scavenger Hunt running alongside the 

Holy Week craft activities.  Clues will be given 

out daily.  Families will be asked to engage by 

posting their photographs in the comments sec-

tion.   

Alpha Online/Discipleship/Bible study online using 

social media to advertise and zoom to meet. 

When we can come together again 

Outdoor worship services – either within church 

grounds or up at the village roundabout/library 

area.   

Family quiz nights - Fellowship and fun either with 

an informal Christian discipleship slant or just a 

family, fun-filled quiz evening with buffet. 

Please pray for these initiatives and  

                            pray for “New Horizons Condorrat”.                                                                     
                                                                   Susan Boland     
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The Three Trees    —    A Folktale for Easter 
 

ONCE UPON A MOUNTAIN TOP, three little 
trees stood and dreamed of what they wanted to be-
come when they grew up. 

The first little tree looked up at the stars and 
said: ‘I want to hold treasure. I want to be covered with 
gold and filled with precious stones. I’ll be the most beauti-
ful treasure chest in the world’. 

The second little tree looked out at the small 
steam trickling by on its way to the ocean. ‘I want to be 
travelling mighty waters and carrying powerful Kings.’  

The third  little tree looked down into the valley 
below where busy men and women worked in a busy 
town and said, ‘I don’t want to leave the mountain top at 
all. I want to grow so tall that when people stop to look at 
me, they’ll raise their eyes to heaven and think of God. I will 
be the tallest tree in the world.’ 

 

Years passed and the little trees grew tall. One 
day three woodcutters climbed the mountain. The 
first woodcutter looked at the first tree and said: ‘This 
tree is beautiful. It is perfect for me.’ With a swoop of his 
axe the first tree fell.  ‘Now I shall be made into a beauti-
ful chest, I shall hold wonderful treasure’ the first tree 
said. The second woodcutter looked at the second tree 
and said, ‘This tree is strong. It is perfect for me.’  and 
with a swoop of his shining axe the second tree fell. 
‘Now I shall sail mighty waters’ , thought the second 
tree. ‘I shall be a strong ship for mighty Kings’. The third 
tree felt her heart sink when the last woodcutter 
looked her way, but she stood straight and tall and 
pointed bravely to heaven. However the woodcutter 
never even looked up. ‘Any kind of tree will do for me’ , 
he muttered, and with a swoop of his shining axe the 
third tree fell. 

‘I want to hold treasure’ 
    The first tree rejoiced when the woodcutter 

brought her to a carpenter’s shop. But the carpenter 
fashioned her into a feed box for animals. The once 
beautiful tree was not covered with gold or filled with 
treasure. She was coated with sawdust and filled with 
feed for hungry farm animals. 

‘I want to be a ship that carries a powerful King’ 
   The second tree smiled when the woodcutter 

took her to a shipyard, but no mighty ship was made 
that day. Instead, the once strong tree was hammered 
and sawed into a simple fishing boat. She was too 
small and too weak to sail on an ocean, or even a river. 
Instead she was taken to a little lake. 

‘I want to grow tall and point to God’ 
The third tree was confused when the woodcutter 

cut her into strong beams and left her in a lumber-
yard. ‘What happened ?’  the once tall tree wondered.  
‘All I ever wanted was to stay on the mountain and point to 
God...’ 

 

Many, many days and nights passed. The three 
trees nearly forgot their dreams. But one night, 
golden starlight poured over the first tree as a young 
woman placed her newborn baby in the feed box.        
‘I wish I could make a cradle for him’ her husband whis-
pered. The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as 
the starlight shone on the smooth and sturdy wood. 
‘This manger is beautiful’ she said. And suddenly the 
first tree knew he was holding the greatest treasure in 
the world. 

One evening a tired traveller and his friends 
crowded into the old fishing boat. The traveller fell 
asleep as the second tree quietly sailed out into the 
lake. Soon a thundering and thrashing storm arose. 
The little tree shuddered. She knew she did not have 
the strength to carry so many passengers safely 
through the wind and rain. The tired man awakened.   
He stood up, stretched out his hand and said ‘Peace’ .    
The storm stopped as quickly as it had begun. And 
suddenly, the second tree knew he was carrying the 
King of Heaven and Earth. 

One Friday morning, the third tree was startled, 
when her beams were yanked from the forgotten 
woodpile. She flinched as she was carried through an 
angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when soldiers 
nailed a man’s hands to her. As she was lifted up on 
the mountain top she felt ugly and harsh and cruel. 
But on Sunday morning, when the sun rose and the 
earth trembled with joy beneath her, the third tree 
knew that God’s Love had changed everything. Now 
every time people say her she knew she could point, 
them to God, and that was what she wanted all along. 

                                                             Anonymous 
Easter Quotes: 
 

 Christ, the Lord is Risen today, all on earth and angels say, 
raise your joys and triumphs high, sing ye heavens and earth 
reply.                                                            Charles Wesley 
 

The great gift of Easter is Hope. Faith makes all things possi-
ble. Love makes all things easy.                        St. Augustine 
 

Thine be the glory risen conquering Son.       Edmond Buddy 
 

                       ....from Gordon Ross 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, which 

is annually at least equal to the Tax which the Congregation, and 

other Charities to which you make Gift Aid Donations, will re-

claim on the financial value of your ‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

  Gift Aid Declaration Forms  or further information is avail-
able from  our Gift Aid Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 
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  Next  ‘Parish News’            

All articles, reports, etc. for  
 ‘May Issue’ should be sent  to  

Taylor Logan  
as early as possible please.  

  

See also on our Church Web-site.   
 — and at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com — 

  

   

Look Alive! 
 

It’s not enough to keep alive, 
                       to breathe and sleep and eat. 
Life is more than that and 
                              it can never be complete - 
Unless you’re getting joy  
                                and satisfaction from it - 
Making work a pleasure,                                          
                               being happy, keeping fit. 
It’s not enough to muddle through 
                               the business of the day - 
Go about it cheerfully                                                                        
                             in a lively,  efficient way. 
Do not be half-hearted                                  
                      in the things you say and do. 
Make the most of everything                           
                                that God has given you. 
Use your eyes and see  
           the beauty round you everywhere. 
Use your legs and walk about,  
                enjoy the sun, the rain,  the air. 
It’s not enough to keep alive - 
                                     just drifting aimlessly, 
But look alive and you’ll find out  
                        just how good this life can be. 
 

PS. 

Did You Know........?  
  

      Dumbarton is the old county town of 

Dunbartonshire and for some strange and un-

known reason the town is spelt with an ‘m’ and 

not an ‘n’!  The town is dominated on the south by 

Dumbarton Rock, a 240ft (73m) high volcanic 

plug and has been fortified for longer than any-

where else in Great Britain. It is one of the three 

remaining Royal Scottish fortresses - the others 

being at Edinburgh and Stirling. 

It was the last Briton stronghold to be over-

come by the Saxons, surrendering to King Edbert 

of Northumberland in 756AD. 

Dumbarton was the Capital of the Kingdom 

of Strathclyde until 1018 and when Strathclyde 

eventually merged into the Kingdom of Scotland it 

became a Royal Burgh in1222. 

It was here that William Wallace was held 

before being taken to London for execution in 

1305. 

In 1548, young Mary, Queen of Scots, left in 

secret from the Castle for France being promised 

in marriage to the Dauphin. From then the rest of 

Mary’s life seemed a constant one of travel and 

pursuit.  

In more modern times, before the River 

Clyde was dredged, Dumbarton, sitting at the 

mouth of the River Leven and being the highest 

navigable point for large vessels, became an im-

portant shipbuilding town. 

Children’s Comments.....on ministers past? 

‘The minster is a very impotent man  

 because he wears glasses and some- 

  times grey trousers.’ 
 

 ‘The minister does all these jobs-baptism, 

marriage, communyen and death.’ 
 

‘The minister makes sacrifizes up at the 

church and then washes his hands in the 

blood of a lamb.’ 
 

‘The minister knows a man called John the 

Baptist and he has a father, son and holy 

ghost.’ 

10  PUNS             (really good ones)!! 

1.  Dad, are we pyromaniacs?                               
                                                 Yes, we arson. 
 

2.  What do you call a pig with laryngitis?    
                                                     Disgruntled. 
 

3.  Writing my name in cursive is                            
                                      my signature move. 
 

4.  Why do bees stay in their hives during 
winter?                                               Swarm. 
 

5.  If you're bad at haggling,  
                    you'll end up paying the price. 
 

6.  Just so everyone's clear, I'm going to  
                                         put my glasses on. 
 

7.  A commander walks into a bar and     
                                orders everyone around. 
 

8.  I lost my job as a stage designer.           I  
                         left without making a scene. 
 

9.  Never buy flowers from a monk.        
               Only you can prevent florist friars. 
 

10.  How much did the pirate pay to get his 
ears pierced?                                A buccaneer. 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com


EASTER SCAVENGER HUNT 
 

CLUE 1:- BIRTH 
This story begins in a different way. 
The baby Jesus was sleeping on hay 
He was the Messiah, God's only Son 

But his journey began as a quiet, humble one. 
    With your family, find a barn or trough and take a 
‘selfie’ together beside it. Think about what it meant 
that Jesus wasn't born rich, but as a humble baby just 
like us. 
"She was pregnant and while they were in Bethlehem, the 
time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first 
son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a man-
ger. There was no room for them to stay in the inn."  
                                                                         Luke 2:6-7. 
 

CLUE 2:- BAPTISM 
As he grew, he gained respect from God and man 
And his calling to save us, he began to understand 
He declared he came to set the captives free 
And was baptised by John to begin that journey 
    John the Baptist baptised Jesus in the Jordan river.   
See if you can find a stream, a pool or a burn and take a 
selfie beside it. 
"As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up out of the water. 
Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God coming down like a dove and alighting on him."                
                                                                     Matthew 3:16 
 

CLUE 3:- MINISTRY 
Jesus began to teach all the people 
They'd come to hear him, no building or steeple 
He'd talk in the mountains and down by the sea 
And to those who would listen, he’d say, "Come, follow me!" 
      Jesus went to places where people were to talk to 
them about God's love. If Jesus were here today, where 
do you think he would teach? Take a selfie in the place 
you thought of.  
"As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw 
two brothers who were fishermen. Jesus said to them, "Come 
with me, and I will teach you to catch people." At once, they 
left their nets and went with him."           Matthew 4:18,19 
 

CLUE 4:- MIRACLES 
Many people came to Jesus in need 
Some sick and some lame, some broken indeed 
And often Jesus would heal, touch or feed 
News of him spread around Israel with speed 
   There are many stories of Jesus' miracles in the Bible. 
Pick your favourite then read it together. Take a selfie, 
perhaps of you all pointing to the story or re-enacting 
it in a short drama. 
 

CLUE 5:- LAST SUPPER 
But some of the people did not like God's Son 
and started a plan to get rid of the One 
So Jesus gathered his friends for a Passover meal 
and shared what would happen; it seemed so unreal 
   After the Passover Meal Jesus shared with his friends 
he went out into a garden called The Garden of Geth-
semane. Take a selfie with your family in a garden or 
pointing to some Spring flowers. Think about how, just 
a few weeks ago, the ground seemed dead but has come 
alive again with flowers and grass. 
"While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a 
prayer of thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples. "Take 
and eat," he said, "this is my body."  Then he took a cup, 
gave thanks to God, and gave it to them. "Drink it, all of 
you," he said."                                    Matthew. 26:26-27. 
 

CLUE 6:- CRUCIFIXION 
Betrayed by a friend, Jesus was arrested 
He was tried by a court and his death was requested 
On that saddest of days our Saviour did die 
But within that dark moment, our salvation did lie 
   When Jesus died on the cross, his disciples and his 
friends lost all hope. But God had a bigger plan.          
The cross isn't just a place of suffering but a place of 
hope for all time. With your family, find a cross and 
take a picture of it together. Talk about your experi-
ence of doing this.  
"So the Roman soldiers took charge of Jesus. He went out, 
carrying his cross. There the soldiers crucified him. Jesus 
knew that by now everything had been completed... Then he 
bowed his head and died."               John 19:16,17,28, 30. 
 

CLUE 7:- RESURRECTION! 
Some may think that our story is done, 
But they would be wrong! It has only begun! 
For after 3 days, Jesus rose from the dead 
to give us new life forever, just as he said! 
   Our greatest hope comes in knowing Jesus. Jesus   
can help us to live with joy in our hearts!                        
Take a selfie with your family celebrating with great 

joy that Jesus is ALIVE! 
 

"After the Sabbath, as Sunday morning was 

dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to look at the tomb. Suddenly there was a 

violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came 

down from heaven, rolled the stone away and sat 

on it. "I know you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified. He is not here; he has been raised, just 

as he said."                          Matthew 28:1-2, 5-6. 
 

Susan Boland 

(10) (PARISH NEWS)  

Coronavirus in Scotland 
 

 stay at home as much as possible 
         —    only go outside for limited purposes 

 stay 2 metres (6 ft) away from other people 

 wash your hands regularly and as soon as 
you get home 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 
 

 always wear a face covering on public 
transport, shops and enclosed public 
spaces 

 self-isolate if you have any symptoms 
and book a test 



Something for all KIDS!!! .....all ages. 

    Testing Times 
  Sweetie/Chocolate     

     Quiz  Answers                
from  March Issue  

 

1. Jelly babies 

2. Bounty  

3. Crunchie 

4. After eights 

5. Matchmakers 

6. Tic tacs                    

7. Penguins                  

8. Pineapple 

cubes 

9. Refreshers 

10. Tunes 

11. Poppets 

12. Sherbet lemons 

13. Flake 

14. Treats 

15. Ripple 

More  Testing Times 
       What’s the Sweetie/Chocolate 

(Some are anagrams*) 

(answers if required in May’s Issue) 
 

1. UFO’s, (6,7) 

2. A finger of ....... (5) 

3. Two bars of four (3,3) 

4. Lake district: tea and .... (6,4,4) 

5. Sweet nuts (5,7) 

6. Bert rips shed* (8,4) 

7. Spin between the fingers (5) 

8. Old colonial herb (4,9) 

9. Front half of plane (4) 

10. Millions and millions (1,3,2) 

11. Wetland flowers (12) 

12. To a gun* (6) 

13. Little jewels (6,4) 

14. Highland dairy product (6,6) 

15. I C the clear case loo* (9,7) 

Overleaf  is an 

Easter Picture 

to ‘colour in’. 

Word Search 

Can you find the 

15 Eggs 

from pages 2-10? 

 What has to be broken before            
you can use it?                     (An egg) 
 

What occurs once in a minute, twice   
in a moment, and never in one       
thousand years?                   (the letter M) 




