
C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

    How marvellous it is to be writing to you 

with such lovely weather outside and a great feeling of 

spring in the air. We are so blessed to have this sense 

of the whole Nation moving forward into better 

weather and better days. There have been dark times 

but now as we emerge from isolation and the self – 

discipline of adhering to the restrictions, we can spread 

our wings and can move around much more freely and 

get back to places we have missed so much. Freedom 

is in the air and just as we sense the changes of nature 

when spring arrives, we can sense the changes in our 

lives in the days ahead. 

Freedom is a wonderful thing and after all this 

time I am sure many of us have “plans” for the times 

ahead. Things we have all looked forward to and 

waited for, people to see even though it is still outside 

just now. The thing is that we have not been out much, 

and we are all going to learn how to get back to soci-

ety, how to cope with being in a busy area, or how to 

manage standing close to people again. ‘Baby steps’ 

are really the answer to ever thing in life, learning 

curves take time to climb and each step is a step of 

hope and faith for the future.  

We are fortunate as Christians in the knowledge 

that we are never alone and that when we venture out 

into the world, Jesus walks with us. He does not make 

the journey magically an easy one, but it is good to 

know that He is there to support and to guide. As the 

words of the hymn above reminds us, that in all the 

bad and good we might face, all the joys and the tough 

times we might encounter, the Lord will always be 

with us. He is the source of our strength in life which 

helps us keep on the right path and is such a comfort to 

us all. 

Talking about new ventures we are taking ‘baby 

steps’ towards providing new technology in order to 

record services and other events in the church. These 

allow people to take part in the service in their own 

way and in their own time and it is a joy to be able to 

reach people wherever they are. It is wonderful that 

God’s Word may be heard from the Sanctuary and 

God’s Glory be communicated to so many different 

people and the potential for it to be available to many 

more. I urge your prayers for the application for the 

grant which will allow us to put in the equipment. 

We are still taking ‘baby steps’ in getting back 

to ‘normal’. We cannot yet have all the Organisations 

or Groups back in the church yet, due to restrictions. 

We can only do this when we are given permission and 

it is safe to do so. We have been able to open for the 

Election but this is under special circumstances as  

people voting will be in the building for such a short 

time, and it has taken a monumental amount of nego-

tiation and paperwork to achieve.  
Our Prayer for the Church in general is that 

there is a flourishing of the Church here in our Nation 

and particularly here in Condorrat. The Local Church 

is a beacon of light in the Community, where prayers 

are said for our neighbourhood and where God’s Glory 

is made known to all. That is a great privilege to be 

one of the community of Christians, with each one of 

us a witness to God’s Love and Compassion for all 

people. So it is most heartening to see people come 

back to the Church and to support us so well. I would 

encourage you to pray for the ongoing work of the 

Church and for all those who work so hard to 

maintain it in all sorts of different ways. 

It is time now to sign off this wee letter to you all. 

 

May the Lord Bless you and keep you. 
         
 
 

Dear Friends, 

Services have restarted on SUNDAYs at 11.am  With LIMITED SEATING    

to ‘BOOK’ YOUR PLACE — Phone: 07533 763697  in mornings. 

Rev. Grace Saunders 

Parish News 
Parish News 
Parish News    

“One more step along the world I go, one more step along the world I go, 
From the old things to the new, keep me travelling along with you.”  

[HY 530] 
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Intimations   &   Parish News 
 

P Taylor Logan            Tel: 07436 117346 
      e-mail:      tayval@tiscali.co.uk  

Charity No.: SCO 11839 

      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship    at   11am. 
 

( Services are reduced and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety with-
out. 

 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

May  2021 
 

 

 2nd.   —    Mrs L. McKeown and Team 2. 

 9th.    —              Mr. J. Moir and Team 3. 

16th.   —       Mr J. Newlands and Team 1. 

23rd.   —    Mrs L. McKeown and Team 2. 

30th.   —                Mr J. Moir and Team 3. 

 

 

While in ‘Tier 3’ of  lockdown 
Church is open with limited seating 

and social distancing. 

* * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492
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CHURCH SERVICES   
 

Dear All, 
RE-OPENING OF CONDORRAT CHURCH 

 

The Church is now open for Sunday Services only  

albeit with limited seating and sadly still no singing. 
  

The situation will be same as it was last Autumn  

with the same Covid restrictions.   
 

To book a place please phone Mrs. Liz  Masterton  

on 07533763697 in the morning. 
 

Services will be recorded and placed on Condorrat Church Facebook   
 

                      Stay safe and take care. 

                                                                     God Bless, 
 

                                                                       Rev. Grace Saunders 

The Treasurer                              May 2021  
 

Since the last issue of the magazine, we have 

had such a mix of weather but I hope that the many 

bright, if cold, days have lifted your spirits and encour-

aged you to look forward to warmer days and better 

times. Maybe you have had both jabs which, in turn, 

should help you to feel a bit more confident about be-

ing able to go out again. 

As I said last month, cheques would be sent as 

soon as we were able to meet to have them signed. 

This was done and we have had a very nice letter of 

thanks from Poppy Scotland thanking us for our dona-

tion of £124.05, being the Retiral Offering on Remem-

brance Sunday. I am aware that Remembrance Sunday 

seems a long time ago but the cheque was sent as soon 

as the restrictions allowed.  

The Annual Stated Meeting took place on Sun-

day 11th April immediately following morning wor-

ship. If you were unable to attend but would like a 

copy of the Accounts for the year ended 31st December 

2019, please contact me (01236 732377) and I will 

arrange for you to receive a copy. Please be aware 

there is a filter on our phone so you have to say some-

thing or you won't be put through to us, unless you are 

a starred caller. (if you have phoned me before you 

will be a “starred caller”). It was a very much shorter 

meeting than usual but, as advised by the Church of 

Scotland, the main points as far as finance is concerned 

were covered - these being that there was a deficit of 

over £6000 in 2019 and, consequently, our bank bal-

ance is reducing. The amount we pay in Ministries and 

Mission contributions each year is a severe drain on 

our finances. There is a new Chief Officer at the 

Church of Scotland Offices and he is looking into how 

Church of Scotland costs can be reduced. Hopefully, 

this will result in a reduction in the amount congrega-

tions will be asked to pay. From the email he sent out, 

he is very well aware of the need to reduce this annual 

cost over which congregations have no control. We are 

fortunate in that, at the moment, we can pay our contri-

bution in full but it will become increasingly difficult 

to meet this cost, unless our Offerings are increased, 

without using our reserves. 

Thanks to everyone who carries out any part of 

the finance remit and to Mrs Helen Moir and Mrs 

Helen Walker who carried out the audit of our Organi-

sations' Accounts, Mrs Williamson who finalised the 

Accounts and Mrs Isabel Diamond who was our Inde-

pendent Examiner. Sincere thanks also to all those of 

you who encouraged me during 2019. As I am sure we 

all know, a little word of encouragement can mean so 

much.  

Before our Sanctuary was re-opened, our insur-

ance policy was amended accordingly. With the Scot-

tish Parliament Election at the beginning of May, plans 

have had to be put in place to ensure our halls, which 

are used as a polling station, have the appropriate in-

surance cover. This was a much more complicated pro-

cedure than anticipated as it involved the local Council 

and their contractors. At a meeting with the contrac-

tors, a risk assessment was carried out and decisions 

taken regarding all necessary precautions to keep eve-

ryone safe. My thanks to Mr Logie, Mr Bennie and Mr 

Clark for their input at that meeting. Hopefully, by the 

time you are reading this, we will have received a copy 

of the risk assessment and the insurance policy will 

have been amended to reflect the use of the hall. 
 

Keep positive and take pleasure in the longer days. 
 

         May God bless you. 

Ann Kenny   

An Extra Pun:             I got over my addiction to chocolate, marshmallows, and nuts.    
I won’t lie, it was a rocky road. 
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Hello Everyone,                May 2021 

 

Isn’t it wonderful that we are beginning to make 

our way out of Lockdown at last?  I know that some of 

us feel that we need to tread carefully and take our 

time to return to ‘normal’(?)... but we’ve made a start! 

Our church services are now being live-streamed 

on Sunday mornings. There have been a few teething 

problems, particularly with the sound, but Susan and 

Samantha Service together with John Clark’s help are 

doing their best to get it right. Please bear with us! 

On the 11th of April at the Service, our Session 

Clerk, Anne Russell, was presented with flowers and 

gifts to mark her retirement. Anne has been a member 

of Condorrat church for over 40 years, and has served 

as an Elder for many of them,  latterly as Session Clerk 

for 6 years. She has carried out many tasks throughout 

that time, as a member of the Worship Group, Clerk to 

the Vacancy Committee, part of the Banner Group and 

generally the “go to” person when anyone wanted to 

know anything or wanted something done. We will 

miss her knowledge and expertise, but wish her well in 

her well- deserved retirement. 

At the close of the service on that Sunday the 

Annual Stated Meeting of the Congregation for year 

2020 was held – a year late but this is a sign of the 

times we are living through. The Accounts to Decem-

ber 2019 were presented, and reports from the Minister 

and Session Clerk were given. We also welcomed a 

new member to the Congregational Board.           

Mark Bulloch has been a regular attender and a great 

help to our Congregation over the last few years so we 

are pleased that he has agreed to join us. 

 

At the last meeting of the Board, Mr. Bennie our 

Fabric convenor, reported that, now that our premises 

are opening up, inspections and maintenance can now 

take place. He and Mr. Clark have been checking the 

church and halls every Monday. Repairs to gratings 

and down pipes have been carried out and some elec-

trics will be repaired or replaced soon. Our church 

halls will be used this month for the Annual Elections. 

A risk assessment has taken place, and has been passed 

by Presbytery. 

Now, at the moment, we are seeking a new Session 

Clerk. This has become a more onerous task over the 

years, so the minister suggested at the last session 

meeting that the post could be split with two or three 

people each taking on different aspects of the position. 

We will let you, the Congregation, know the outcome, 

but please keep our Session in your prayers as we seek 

a practical solution to this vacancy. 

Mrs. Boland and the New Horizons group have 

been busy applying for a grant to buy the technology 

required to improve our Communications, and help to 

spread the Christian message beyond the church walls 

and into our community. It may take some time to find 

out if the application meets with success but we will 

keep you updated. 

As the days lengthen and the weather improves, 

and the vaccines roll out, I look forward to seeing 

some of you back with us in church. 

 Until then please keep our work, and our 

church in your prayers.  
 

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  

Keep your Fork  
 

A woman was diagnosed with a terminal ill-

ness and had been given three months to live. She 

contacted her minister ‘getting things in order’ and 

had him visit her to discuss certain aspect of her final 

wishes. 

The minister came and the woman told him 

the songs she wanted, the scriptures to be read and 

the outfit she wanted at her final parting. She also 

wanted the Bible in her hands. 

As the minister was leaving the woman sud-

denly remembered something very important to her. 

‘There’s one more thing,’ she said excitedly. 

‘And what’s that?’ responded the minister. 

‘I also want a fork in my right hand.’ 

The minister was taken aback looking at the 

woman and not knowing quite what say. 

‘That’s a surprise. Isn’t it?’ asked the woman. 

‘We-e-ll honestly, I’m puzzled and intrigued 

by this request,’ he said. 

The woman then explained, ‘In all my years of 

attending church socials and pot-luck dinners, I al-

ways remember as the dishes were cleared away, 

someone saying ‘Keep your fork’. It was my favour-

ite part because I knew something better was com-

ing....like a velvety cream or chocolate cake, or a 

deep dish apple pie. Something wonderful and with 

substance. So, I just want folk to see me in the casket 

with the fork in my hand and wonder ‘What’s the 

fork for?’  and then I want you to tell hem ‘Keep 

your fork. The best is yet to come!’ 
 

During his address at the funeral, the minister 

told everyone of his conversation with the woman 

shortly before she died. He said how he could not 

stop thinking about the fork and what it symbolised 

to the woman, and that they too would probably start 

thinking about it 

He was right! 

So next time you pick up your fork let it re-

mind you ‘the best is yet to come.’ 

You never want to give someone a present when they’re feeling good. 

You want to do it when they’re down. 



The  GUILD                                 May 2021 
 

              is still suspended until further notice.   
 

I'd like to thank all the Guild ladies who sent 

me Easter cards, it was lovely to get them.   

We are all doing our best to keep in touch in 

various ways and look forward so much to being 

able to meet properly again, and have a really 

good chat.  I send our good wishes and prayers 

to anyone who has been or is unwell. 
                                                                                                                  Lesley Freeland   

             Tel: 01236 734930.  Mob: 07757711908. 

e-mail:  lesleyfreeland   

‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We give  ‘Thanks’ to EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

The Sunday School       May 2021 
 

   The Girls of the Sunday School are still 

fine and keeping in touch. They are really 

enjoying being back at school again.  

 Pamela and I are missing them very 

much and hope to see them soon. 

          Lesley Freeland 
     (SS Leader-in-charge) 

1st Condorrat Company 

The Boys’ Brigade                             
May  2021 

We offer the following as a Tribute 

from the Boys and Staff of the Company  to   

His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh. 
 

Everyone connected with us was saddened 

to learn of the passing of HRH Prince Philip, 

The Duke of Edinburgh last month. 

Prince Philip gave his life to serving his 

country and through the creation of  the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award Scheme, changed the lives of 

millions of young people across the world, in-

cluding some of our current young people and 

staff team. 

“Learning new skills”, “meeting new peo-

ple” and “volunteering leading to employment”, 

are just a few of the many words shared by our 

members about how the Duke of Edinburgh has 

made a hugely positive impact on youngsters 

and for that we thank HRH Prince Philip for a 

life of Service to our Country and Community. 

 
                                                Take care Everyone......  

                                  and Stay Safe,  

 

                          Andrew Eadie                                                        
                                (Company Captain) 

 

         Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

Tea Rota. 
 

  Hi All..... Alas , not much change in the 

‘rules’ and we are still unable to meet and  

chat in church after the Sunday Service. We  

are all struggling on counting the days till we can 

enjoy a full Church Service together and a welcome 

"cuppa", catching up with all our friends. 
   I hope everyone is well, keeping safe and look-

ing forward to that day.    
    Meantime, keep taking care and...be safe.  
                 

                             God Bless              Mary Innes. 
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If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 hay-
stacks in the other field, how many haystacks would 
he have if he combined them all in another field?   

One. If he combines all of his haystacks, they all be-
come one big one. 
 

Which is correct to say, “The yolk of the egg are 
white” or “The yolk of the egg is white”?   

Neither, the yolk of the egg is yellow. Duh.! 

 
In England, you cannot take a picture of a man 

with a wooden leg. Why not?   
You can’t take pictures with a wooden leg. You need a 

camera to take pictures. 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital 

Gains Tax, which is annually at least equal to the Tax 

which the Congregation, and other Charities to which 

you make Gift Aid Donations, will reclaim on the 

financial value of your ‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

  Gift Aid Declaration Forms  or further infor-
mation is available from  our Gift Aid Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
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My family and I would like to 
Thank Everyone for the cards and 
flowers I received on the passing of 
my husband on the 10th March. 

Just knowing people were keep-
ing us in their prayers was a great 
comfort, and will not be forgotten. 

Jean Bolling 

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     
 

There are no Deaths/Funerals to report this month. 
 

        

Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay 

their respects. There will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are allowed to come together again. 

Fellowship/Prayer Group                                                                     May 2021 

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;  
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

                First, Second, Last 
 

There are some people who are ruthless 
and hardheaded; they enjoy trampling over oth-
ers to get what they want. The rest of us dislike 
them, bit just how different are we? 

We like to play life by unwritten rule 
that we’d be embarrassed to admit....’I deserve a 
higher standard of living every year.’ or ‘I’m happi-
est when I get what I want.’ or ‘People I dislike 
don’t matter.’  We have our own private stan-
dards of success and failure. We may not be 
brutal about the way we strive for success, but 
we think we know what we want. 

The Bible has a lot to say about the 
rules we use in life. It is concerned not only 
about the way we go about achieving our aims, 
but also about the aims themselves. The Bible 
puts a question mark over our definitions of 
success and failure. 

 

Jeremiah the prophet spoke about the hollowness 
of success if it is achieved by evil. 
Read.... Jeremiah chapter 22: verses  13-16. 

 

...and at this time in the Global Pandemic. 
 

O Lord, in whose hands are life and death, by 
whose power I am sustained, and by whose mercy 
I am spared, look down upon me with pity.  

Forgive me that I have until now so much ne-
glected the duty which you have assigned to me, 

and suffered the days and hours of which I 
must give account to pass away without any en-
deavour to accomplish your will. 

Make me remember, O God, that every dayis 
your gift and ought to be used according to your 
command. 

Grant me, therefore, to repent of my negli-
gence that I may obtain mercy from you and pass 
the future which you grant me in diligent  follow-
ing  of your commands, through Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 

O Lord, forasmuch as it is an easy thing for you to 
give life to the dead, restore, we pray, to the sick their 
former health, and grant that they who  look for the 
healing of your heavenly mercy, may also obtain the 
remedies necessary for the body, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,  Amen. 

*
 *

 *
 *

 *
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH 
WORK 

 

   Before Palm Sunday and Holy Week, I 
recorded a daily craft activity pertaining to the 
Easter story.  I scheduled this for broadcast on 
the church’s Facebook page from Palm Sunday 
through Easter Sunday along with clues for a 
Scavenger Hunt.  Can I say that these videos re-
main on the page so if any family wishes to watch 
them and participate in any of the activities, 
please do so.  I’m continuing to post RME activi-
ties at regular intervals on the page and hopefully 
people will engage with them and perhaps leave a 
photo of their finished craft in the comments sec-
tion.  It’s all about perseverance so we have to be 
patient. 

For those who have managed to attend 
worship services since the church re-opened, you 
will have noticed either a laptop or a smartphone 
recording/live-streaming the service.  We’ve had 
some challenges to overcome regarding the 
sound quality. This is a work in progress and a 
steep learning curve for all those involved so 
“New Horizons Condorrat” asks people to bear 
with us as we learn.   

Hopefully, you will have noticed a bright, 
colourful banner at the front of the church build-
ing advertising our digital presence. The banner 
has been kindly donated by our Boys’ Brigade 
and Girls’ Brigade companies and a huge thanks 
go to them for doing this. The times of the ser-
vice on the banner can be changed if restrictions 
ease further but until the country returns to nor-
mal with restrictions fully eased, I think it’s best 
to leave it as it is. 

 
 
Finally, I believe that the Church – not just 

Condorrat but the Church as a whole – needs to 
move from a mindset of passive involvement to 
one of ownership.   Ownership of an idea means 
people feel they are part of the idea and are there-
fore willing to contribute to it.  They feel valued 
and have a sense of achievement in its outcome.  
Leaders are only good if they lead those who feel 
part of the idea in the first place.  Collaborative 
leadership means, for the church, a sense of real 
participation in God’s work instead of only a few 
with others looking on or in.  Everyone – young 
and old- have a contribution to make.  Please 
don’t think because you’re not “techy” you cannot 
contribute to “New Horizons Condorrat”.  Most 
of us have or use a “Smartphone”.  Some of those 
who believe they’re not “techy” are using social 
media and know how to share things on these 
platforms.  Most of us now use a computer – be it 
laptop, chrome-book, tablet or something similar.   

 

There are other things within the Group 
besides being technical.  Innovative ideas, visions 
of what might be, adding to what we’ve had in 
the past and making it better or more suitable for 
today’s world.  Please think seriously about com-
ing onto the group and contributing to it.  I’m 
sure Mrs. McPhail, Mrs. Kenny, Mrs. Cochrane 
(Mr. too), Mr. Eadie, Ms. Service and Rev. Saun-
ders, along with myself, would welcome new 
folks with other ideas. 
 

                                                                   Susan Boland     

Did You Know........?   

 Deacon Brodie 
In Edinburgh, at the corner of Lawnmarket and 

Bank Street is Deacon Brodie’s Tavern, a few steps 

from where Deacon Brodie (the original Jekyll and 

Hyde) was born. 

By day Brodie was a respectable cabinet maker, 

furniture maker, carpenter to the gentry as well as 

president of the craftsman’s guild. He worked at all 

Edinburgh’s best addresses and was completely 

trusted. 

However, by night he was a gambler and a 

drunken womaniser with five illegitimate children and 

at least two mistresses. 

In order to fund this double life he was leading, 

he began to rob the homes of his well-to-do friends and 

clientele, having made wax impressions of their house 

keys and making copies. 

The inevitable happened when one of his ac-

complices was caught and informed on him. 

Brodie fled but was caught and detained in Am-

sterdam trying to find passage to America. He was 

brought back to Scotland, convicted and hanged at the 

Old Tollbooth near St Giles Cathedral in 1788. He was  

one of the first victims of the new gallows that he had 

designed and built.  

Robert Louis Stevenson, whose father had furni-

ture designed by Brodie, used this story as his basis for 

his well-known novel of ‘The Strange case of Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’. 

Andre Maurois, the French biographer, writer and critic, once suggested that the following vow be 

made part of every wedding ceremony:  

‘I bind myself for life! I have chosen, and from now on my aim will be,  

not to search for someone who will please me, but to please the one I have chosen.’ 



(8) (PARISH NEWS)  

The Window 
 

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same 
hospital room. On man was allowed to sit up in his 
bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain the fluid 
from his  lungs. His bed was next to to the room’s 
only window. The other man had to spend all his time 
flat on his back. The men talked for hours on end. 
They spoke of their wives and families, their homes, 
jobs where they had been on vacation and their in-
volvement in the military service. 

Every afternoon when the man in the bed by 
the window could sit up, he would pass the time by 
describing to his roommate all the things he could see 
outside the window. The man in the other bed began 
to live for these one hour sessions where his world 
would be broadened and enlivened by all the activity 
and colour of the world outside. 

The window overlooked a park with a lovely 
lake. Ducks and swans played on the water while chil-
dren sailed their model boats. Young lovers walked 
arm in arm amidst flowers of every colour of the rain-
bow. Grand old trees graced the landscape, and a fine 
view of the city skyline could be seen in the distance. 

As the man by the window described all this in 
exquisite detail, the man on the other side of the room 
would close his eyes and imagine the picturesque 
scene. 

One warm afternoon the man by the window 
described a parade passing by. Although the other 
man couldn’t hear the band he could see it in his 
mind’s eye as the gentleman by the window portrayed 
it with descriptive words. 

Days and weeks passed. 
One morning the day nurse arrived to bring 

water for their baths only to find the lifeless body of 
the man by the window who had died peacefully in his 
sleep. She was saddened and called the hospital atten-
dants to take the body away. As soon as it seemed 
appropriate, the other man asked if he could be moved 
next to the window. The nurse was happy to make the 
switch, and after making sure he was comfortable she 
left him alone. 

 
Slowly, painfully he propped himself up on one 

elbow to take his first look at the world outside.     
Finally, he would have the joy of seeing it for himself. 
He strained to slowly turn to look out of the window 
beside the bed. It faced a blank wall. 

The man asked the nurse what could have com-
pelled his deceased room mate who had described 
such wonderful things outside this window. The 
nurse responded that the man was blind and could not 
have seen the wall. She said “Perhaps he just wanted 
to encourage you.” 

Epilogue.... There is tremendous happiness in 
making others happy, despite our own situations. 
Shared grief is half the sorrow, but happiness when 
shared, is doubled if you want to feel rich, just count 
all the things that you have that money can’t buy. 

 

“Today is a Gift, that’s why it is called the PRE-
SENT. 

 

                        Author unknown 
  

Church Announcements (Not ours) 
 

 Thursday night-potluck supper. —                       
Prayer and medication to follow. 

 

 Remember in prayer the many who are sick of  
        our church and community. 

 This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Lewis to 
come forward and lay an egg on the alter. 

 

 Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to 
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house. Don’t forget your husbands. 

 

 The outreach committee have enlisted 25 visitors to 
make calls on people not afflicted with any church. 

 

 Weight Watchers will meet at 7.00pm, at the First 
Presbyterian Church. Please use large   double doors. at 
side entrance. 

 

                       ....from Gordon Ross 

Did You Know........?   
The Tay Bridge 

 

The original Tay Railway Bridge was opened on 

31st May 1878, and at that time it was the longest bridge 

ever built in the British Isles at 3.15km (1.96 miles). It 

was built of steel girders and had 87 arches, of which 

some were higher to allow tall-masted ships to pass un-

der, and followed a wide curve at the Fife end. It all 

looked frighteningly fragile. Passengers spoke of 

‘uncomfortable’ vibrations from the high girders when 

trains got up speed over 25mph. Some made the return 

journey on the ferry. However Queen Victoria travelled 

over it one summer in 1879 and the designer of the bridge 

Thomas Bouche was knighted.   

As the year drew to a close on 28th December 1879  

a violent storm occurred as the 05.20 train from Burn-

tisland to Dundee rumbled on to the bridge at 7.20am. In 

the dark and rainswept weather the driver failed to see 

that nearly 1000m (over 3,000ft) of the bridge girders had 

been swept away and the engine, all five carriages and 

the guard’s van plunged over to fall 27m (90ft) into the 

freezing water. All 75 people on board perished and only 

46  bodies ever recovered. 

Perhaps the most poignant memorial to the Tay 

Bridge Disaster was from William McGonagall, Dundee 

and Scotland’s worst poet...... 
 

Beautiful Railway Bridge of the silv’ry Tay! 

Alas! I am very sorry to say 
That ninety lives have been taken away  

On the last Sabbath day of 1879, 
Which will be remembered for a very long time. 
 

Alongside the new railway bridge opened in 1887 

you can see remains of the Old  one - a grim reminder of 

the disaster. It is still the longest railway bridge in Britain 

whose length is 2.2miles with 90% over water. 



Articles for Parish News are welcome from ALL the Congregation. (PARISH NEWS) (9) 

  Next  ‘Parish News’            

All articles, reports, etc. for  
 ‘May Issue’ should be sent  to  

Taylor Logan  
as early as possible please.  

  

See also on our Church Web-site.   
 — and at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com — 

  

   

Another 10 PUNS        (really good ones)!! 

11.  I once worked at a cheap pizza shop to   
       get by.   I kneaded the dough. 
 

12. My friends and I have named our band  
      'Duvet'.  It's a cover band. 
 

13.  I lost my girlfriend's audio-book,  
       and now I'll never hear the end of it. 
 

14.  Why is 'dark' spelled with a k and not c?   
       Because you can't see in the dark. 
 

15.  Why is it unwise to share your secrets  
        with a clock?   Well, time will tell. 
 

16.  When I told my contractor I didn't want  
     carpeted steps, they gave me a blank stare. 
 

17.  Bono and The Edge walk into a Dublin  
       bar and the bartender says, “Oh no, not  
       U2 again." 
 

18.  Prison is just one word to you, but for  

       some people, it's a whole sentence. 
 

19.  Scientists got together to study the  
       effects of alcohol on a person’s walk,  
        and the result was staggering. 
 

20.  I'm trying to organize a hide and seek  
       tournament, but good players are really  
       hard to find.. 

  A man went to an apiarist and asked for 12 bees 

at £1 each. The apiarist went away and returned 

with a jar of bees but, on checking the number af-

ter giving the apiarist £12, he found that there were 

13 bees in the jar. 

‘Why are there 13 bees in the jar?’ he asked. 

‘ Oh’, said the apiarist, ‘one is a free-bee.’ 

HUGS 

It’s amazing what a hug can do. 
A hug can cheer you when your blue. 

A hug can say ‘I love you  so’, 
Or ‘I really hate to see you go’. 

 

A hug is ‘Welcome back again!’  
Or ‘Great to see you! Where’ve you been?’ 

A hug can soothe a small child’s pain 

And bring a rainbow after rain. 
 

The hug! There’s just no doubt about it, 

We scarcely can survive without it. 
A hug delights and warms and charms, 

It must be why God gave us arms. 
 

Hugs are great for fathers and mothers, 
Great for sisters, and for brothers; 

And chances are some favourite aunts 
Love them more than potted plants. 

 

Kittens crave them; puppies love them; 

Heads of State are not above them. 

A hug can break the language barrier, 
And make the dullest day seem happier. 

 

Never worry about running out of them, 

The more you give the more you’ll have them. 
So stretch those arms without delay 

And give someone a hug Today !  

God is watching... and acting.... 
 

There is a widely accepted  principle that as 

a rule life never robs us without providing some 

compensation. You lose this - and in the long 

run - gain that. 

Sorrow comes, and almost breaks your 

heart, but the kindness of friends and family en-

riches you. 

Your dream are shattered and life seems 

hopeless, but your character is made all the 

finer. 

You are bitterly disappointed —  and yet so 

often you are able to look back and see how that 

misfortune turned out in the end to be a good 

thing. 

So it goes on.....and those who face life 

bravely almost always find that somehow they 

are compensated (often abundantly and wonder-

fully) for whatever troubles may come. 

Teach your children good manners. 

            Manners are like the zero in arithmetic. 

They may not be much in themselves but, they 

are capable of adding a great deal to the value 

of everything. 

http://www.ccosfive.wordpress.com


(10) (PARISH NEWS)  

Coronavirus in Scotland 
 

 stay at home as much as possible 
         —    only go outside for limited purposes 

 stay 2 metres (6 ft) away from other people 

 wash your hands regularly and as soon as 
you get home 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 
 

 always wear a face covering on public 
transport, shops and enclosed public 
spaces 

 self-isolate if you have any symptoms 
and book a test 

Here is a picture story of ‘The Good Samaritan’ for children to colour in... 



Something for all KIDS!!! .....all ages. 

    Testing Times 
  Sweetie/Chocolate     

     Quiz  Answers                    
   from  April Issue  

 

1. Flying saucers 

2. Fudge 

3. Kit Kat 

4. Kendal mint cake 

5. Sugar almonds 

6. Sherbert dip  

7. Twirl                  

8. Mint imperials 

9. Aero 

10. M and M’s 

11. Marshmallows 

12. Nougat 

13. Midget gems 

14. Butter scotch 

15. Chocolate éclairs 

           Joe was once again caught lying to his 
teacher, and his teacher Mr. Rogers had enough. 
“Come here Joe” he said. “Here is your punish-
ment, I want you to make a statement, if it’s true 
you get detention, if it’s false you get sus-
pended.” What did the Joe say that caused him 
not to get punished at all  

‘I will be suspended.’ 



Riddles:...... 
 

I am light and seem to have no substance at 
all. But even the strongest person in the world 
can’t hold me for very long.      What am I ? 

Answer: Your Breath 
 

I don’t have money, though I do have banks. I 
feed others, though I don’t eat. Cross me if 
you can, I won’t be mad.     What am I ? 

Answer: The mouth of a river. 
 

It’s good to stretch me and push my limits. 
The more you use me, the stronger I get. 
When I am sharp, I at my best.   What am I ?         

Answer: Your brain 


