
C u m b e r n a u l d :  C o n d o r r a t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  
 

Services on SUNDAYs at 11.am  from 12th August With       

social distancing But no need to book your seat .   

We are back!! Gosh. It’s good to be back.... 

and coming back to some sort of normality. This 

is a real time of transition where we all move out 

of ‘Restrictions’ to sorting out where we go and 

what we do fro here. For most there has been 

some sort of disruption, I am sure. The holidays 

did not go smoothly and many have had to take 

our second choice. That was the case for us as due 

to family illness and Covid, our Annual Holiday 

with the family disappeared. However there were 

compensations, and we found somewhere nearer 

home for a short time. We learned to live with dis-

appointments and make the best of what we did 

have, and there is no use dwelling on what could 

have been. This is life at the moment when all 

plans are put to one side because of Covid and we 

deal with it. I am waiting for a result of a PCR test 

as I was in contact with someone who tested posi-

tive for Covid. With only a few hours warning my 

colleague Rev. Elspeth McKay stepped in and 

conducted a funeral for me and with only a couple 

of days to go, Mrs. Boland took the Sunday Ser-

vice. They have my grateful thanks and both have 

saved the day. 

In the final analysis it reminds us that the 

best laid plans can ‘go to the wall’ at any time be-

cause we do not know the future. Only God 

knows the future for us and only He can be defi-

nite about what happens next. In the past, when 

we made a plan about the future we used to say, 

“God willing”, you don’t hear that said very much 

any more but it is so apposite for these times. I for 

one will be bringing it back into my thoughts 

more often. 

We, as a Church here in Condorrat, have 

been through difficult times just as the rest of the 

country has been. We have lost so many dear 

friends without being able to pay our respects or 

grieve fully. We have been isolated from the 

Church, finding worship on-line and the close 

bond between the congregation and the church has 

been stretched. Not broken by any means, but all 

the events, the full services, the non-singing, the 

distancing, have taken their toll and we now look 

to the future of the church in order to overcome 

these restrictions and habits we have gotten used 

to over the last months. I hope that by the time 

you receive this that the church will be opened, 

the longer service will be back, hymn books can 

be used and all the familiar things we love in the 

church will be in place. the decision will be made 

by the end of August by the Kirk Session. 

What we need also is the next step, the step 

outwards where we look beyond ourselves to 

those who do not know God or Jesus. We need to 

be pro-active in our mission and if you have an 

idea or have read something that would take us 

down an exciting road, let me or Mrs. Boland 

know. More importantly though when some new 

venture is started please come along and support it 

because the church coming together and praying 

together makes such a difference. My challenge 

therefore for this month, is to Pray most sincerely 

for Mission and new ideas. 

May God Bless you and keep you, 

 
   
         

Dear Friends, 

Rev. Grace Saunders 
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      SUNDAY  SERVICES:  
 

Morning Worship    at   11am. 
 

( Services are reduced and limited in numbers until further notice .) 

Check the Condorrat Parish Church blog on our website or at www.ccosfive.wordpress.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Cumbernauld Churches Together 
 

Prayer for Condorrat 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord 

Keep protection near and danger far, 

Keep hope within and despair without. 
 

Circle Condorrat Lord, 

Keep light near and darkness far, 

Keep peace within and anxiety without. 
 

Eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Shield Condorrat on every side. 

Amen. 
 

 

Sunday  Welcome Teams 
 
 

September 2021 
 

 

  5th.    —        Mrs J. Bolling and Team 3. 

12th.    —             Mr. J. Moir and Team 4. 

19th.    —      Mr J. Newlands and Team 1. 

26th.    —      Mrs. L McKeown & Team 2. 
    

 

  
Church is open but still with limited 

seating and social distancing. 

* * * * * * * * 

Tel:723492
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CHURCH SERVICES   
  

Dear All, 
RE-OPENING OF CONDORRAT CHURCH 

  

From Sunday 12th September the Church will open for full Sunday 

Services and singing of Praise. 
 

You are requested to give your name and contact  

number at the entrance in case of tracing, should there be the need.   

Masks of course should still be worn. 
  

Seating will be every second seat at this time. 
  

(Services will be recorded and placed on Condorrat Church Facebook)   
 

                      Stay safe and take care. 

                                                                     God Bless, 
 

                                                                       Rev. Grace Saunders 

The Treasurer                             September 2021  
 

   Dear Everyone, 
 

       It is difficult to believe that we are now in 

Autumn, that is until we go outside and realise the 

temperature has dropped. I hope you are keeping well 

as that has to be everyone's top priority especially in 

these, still, uncertain times. 

Although it is some time since the last “Parish 

News”, no doubt you remember that we were having 

problems receiving the correct invoices for electricity 

usage. I am pleased to say that, whatever was wrong, 

seems to be sorted. 

By the time you are reading this, the Church 

Halls will have re-opened. We have a regular booking 

for at least a few months. The income we receive 

from this is most welcome. 

The insurance for the Church buildings and the 

Manse was due for renewal and this was done at the 

end of August. It has been kept up to date throughout 

the changes due to the pandemic and, hopefully, no 

more changes will be required for that reason. Two 

copies of the new Certificate of Employers' Liability 

Insurance are on display – one at the entrance to 

Church House and one at the entrance to the Church 

Halls. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported, and 

continues to support, our Church financially, includ-

ing all of you who do so, indirectly, without any fan-

fare or expectation of reward. Those of you who buy 

this and that, without charging the Church, to make 

life in the Church safer/easier/more pleasant for eve-

ryone are helping our financial position just as much 

as those giving directly. Everyone's contributions are 

appreciated and very gratefully received. As our ac-

counts show, there was, again, a deficit in 2020, so it 

is essential, if we wish our Church to survive, that 

each of us contributes as much as we can.                  

If you would like a copy of our accounts to 31st De-

cember 2020, please contact me at 01236 732377, 

remembering there is a filter on the phone so you 

need to say something when asked. 
 

Continue to keep well and 
 

                              May God bless you. 
 

                                                                                    Ann Kenny 

New Presbytery 
A Service was held on 2nd September in St Mungo’s Church  

to welcome Cumbernauld into the Presbytery of  Glasgow. 

Settling down to watch TV after dinner one evening as the Lady of the House sat down beside 

Jimmy, he   reached over, held her hand and remarked, “Y’ know arithmetic is really very queer.” 

“Oh?” murmured his wife. “What do you mean?” 
“Well,” said Jimmy.“ You know I’ve been worried about a few things lately; but because I’ve  been able to talk 

them over with you, I only worry half as much. And the other night when we went out to the pictures, I enjoyed 
them twice as much, because you were there with me. 

It seems to me that when two folk share a worry, it is halved; and when they share a pleasure it is multiplied!   
Seems queer when you think of it that way.” 
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Hello Everyone,            September 2021 

September is considered to be the start of the 
‘church year’. Although we are not back to pre-Covid 
normal, things are beginning to become more recog-
nisable.  

We can now accommodate more people in the 
Sanctuary -1metre apart at the moment; and we can 
sing - albeit wearing our masks. We still have to book 
a place, but hopefully the Church of Scotland will up-
date their ‘guidance’ soon. 

Our youth organisations have been meeting 
outdoors over the summer but will now be able to 
return to meeting in the church halls to carry out 
their programmes for the winter. 

Our Kirk Session and Congregational Board 
had one meeting in the Sanctuary before the summer 
break after many months of Zoom meetings. By the 
time you read this we hope to have had another meet-
ing - still in the church as the Session room isn’t big 
enough for social distancing. 

As a congregation we have managed to fit in our 

Annual Stated Meeting to present the Church Ac-

counts for year ending December 2020. Mrs. Kenny 

has done a power of work this year, in difficult cir-

cumstances, to compile and present 2 years of ac-

counts in the space of a few months. We thank her and 

those who helped by auditing and examining books for 

their tremendous efforts.                                           
Mrs. Kenny has done a power of work this year, in 
difficult circumstances, to compile and present 2 years 
of accounts in the space of a few months.  We thank 

her and those who helped by auditing and examining 
books for their tremendous efforts. 

We had hoped by this time to have been able to 
upgrade our recording equipment to improve our live
-streaming of services. Unfortunately our application 
for funding from Adapt and Thrive was declined but 
we will look to raising funds elsewhere to make our 
online services available for those who wish to use 
them. 

As part of our outreach work Mrs. Boland has 
organised two open-air evening services. Those of us 
who attended have learned new praise songs and cho-
ruses, and I’m sure people walking past or living 
nearby will have enjoyed (I hope!) the sounds of gui-
tar music and voices raised in praise. A Bible reading, 
a prayer and short reflection completed the gathering. 
Shorter days and dropping temperatures will proba-
bly curtail further open-air events for now, but look 
out your scarves, gloves and thermals for an outdoor 
celebration at Christmas! 

Cumbernauld churches have now officially joined 
the Presbytery of Glasgow. As I write, a service is 
planned for 2nd September in St Mungo’s Church to 
welcome us. I don’t think it will make a great deal of 
difference to members of our congregations but let’s 
pray that it will prove beneficial to our church  

                 Please keep our work,  

                     and our church in your prayers.  
 

Christine MacPhail 
(Clerk to the Board)  

  
A Fall Song 

Golden and red trees 
Nod to the breeze, 
As it whispers, ‘Winter is near’; 
And the brown nuts fall 
At the wind’s loud call, 
For this is the Fall of the year. 
 

Goodbye, sweet flowers! 
Through bright Summer hours 
You have filled our hearts with cheer 
We shall miss you so, 
And yet you must go, 
For this is the Fall of the year. 
 

Now the days grow cold, 
As the year grows old, 
And the meadows are brown and sere; 
Brave robin redbreast 
Has gone from his nest, 
For this is the Fall of the year. 
 
 

I do softly pray 
At the close of day, 
That the little children, so dear, 
May as purely grow 
As the fleecy snow 
That follows the Fall of the year. 
 

  Ellen Robena Field 

 
 

Never regret a day in your life. 

Good days give you happiness;     

bad days give you experience;  

worst days give you lessons; 

and best days give you memories.  
                                                        Anon 

 

Prayer for Sleep 
      

May you believe-with all your heart - that      

God is writing a great story with your life!     

May the lies that come your way today    

fall by the wayside and not make their way    

into your heart.  

May you instead know and believe the  

truth about who you are and whose you are. 

You are loved, accepted, gifted and treasured. 

You have important things to do in this life.  

May you refuse to let anything distract you 

from God’s highest and best purposes for you. 

He’ll make a way where there seems to be no 

way. He’ll move mountains at just the right 

time. You can trust Him.  

           So trust Him. And sleep well tonight. 

   Susie Larson  

(..........from Gordon Ross) 



‘Thank You’   

NHS 

1st Condorrat Company        
The Boys’ Brigade  
 
   

 We give  ‘Thanks’ to EVERYONE for your continued  
support and hope you are keeping safe  

at this difficult and trying time. 

Check us out on ‘facebook’  ! 

Andrew Eadie    

(Company Captain) 

Tel:   07748 537621      

Nicola Gilmore 

 (Captain)  

 Tel: 07557470195  

1st Condorrat Company        
The Girls’ Brigade          

             Following the death of 

our daughter Elaine  on 23rd 

July, we received many telephone 

calls, cards and flowers from 

members of the Congregation.          

   It was also noted that there was 

a large number of them present    

at the Church on the day of the 

funeral.   

        We would like to record our 

deep gratitude to everyone for all 

these kind gestures of condolence 

and support. 

 

Kind Regards, 
 

Jim and Christine Forrest 

Tea Rota News   -    September, 2021 
 

 Dear Ladies, 

   At the time of writing I have not been able to 

ascertain a date for resuming our duties. However, as we 

are now allowed more members attending Church and 

‘SINGING!’ (albeit muffled), perhaps there is a ‘small 

light at the end of the long tunnel.’  The icing on the 

cakes (which we miss) would be to join together for our 

tea and chat after the service.......Just hang on in there!! 

There will be some changes to our usual format but 

we will keep everyone informed as soon as possible. We 

extend our thanks to the Kirk Session for their hard work 

enabling us to attend Church. 

We are sadly losing two members of our ’Team’. 

Mrs. Jess McCallum has decided to ‘hang up her tea 

towel’ after many years of invaluable service and Miss 

Heather Rankin, our young and very willing helper, en-

tering her 3rd year at University, has secured a ‘weekend 

job’ at one of our local supermarkets. We thank them 

both for their hard work and wish them well. However. 

we welcome Mrs Ann McLennan and Mrs. May Proctor 

to our ‘Team’ and hope to have them ‘in harness’ in the 

near future. 

     I hope that you have all stayed safe and well and been 

able to spend some time with family and friends.    

                                         Take care and God Bless.            
  

       Mary Innes. 

(PARISH NEWS) (5)       Some folks idea of housework is to sweep the room with a glance. 

The  GUILD                                   September 2021 
 

                

        Well things are looking brighter for our Ladies.  

     All being well, we're looking at starting back in 

October... and...subject to permission from the Kirk 

Session, we hope to change our meeting time from 

7.30pm to 1.30pm on Wednesday afternoons.        

         We had a vote way back in 2019(!) and decided 

on this change during the winter months, October - 

February. We now look forward very much to getting 

together again.  
  

                                                                                                                             Lesley Freeland   
 

                          Tel: 01236 734930.  Mob: 

0775771190 

e-mail:  lesleyfreeland@hotmail.co.uk 

        The beautiful flowers I received 
are very much appreciated.  

          With my sincere thanks,  
Ann Kenny 

giftaid it 

Who can give through Gift Aid ? 
    Anyone who pays Income Tax or Capital 

Gains Tax, which is annually at least equal to 

the Tax which the Congregation, and other 

Charities to which you make Gift Aid Dona-

tions, will reclaim on the financial value of your 

‘gifts’  for that year.   
 

Gift Aid Declaration Forms  or further in-
formation is available from  our Gift Aid 
Convener:....  

                                Mrs Doreen Ross                   
                      Mob. No. 07769203648 

The smallest act of kindness is worth        

more than the greatest intention. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com


Church Register 

(6) (PARISH NEWS )  

Deaths:           “Blessed are they who die in the Lord.”                          ( *member)   

     

      June 
 

             17th.  ALISON EDGAR                of       Condorrat 

      July 
 

        13th.  WILLIAM SWEEN            of       Condorrat 

 August   
  

         3rd.  ELAINE FORREST *        of        Balloch 
 

        21st.    TOM SMITH                      of        Condorrat 
 

        27th.  ROBERT LINDSAY          of       Condorrat 

Visitations:      Due to the present crisis there will be no visits in person by the Minister. 

As the present conditions have prevented Funerals to be conducted with those who would have attended to pay   

their respects. There will be Memorial Services in the Sanctuary once we are fully allowed to come together again. 

The Fellowship/Prayer Group                                                        September 2021 

  
 

 

 

All scripture is inspired by God; and is useful for teaching the truth;  
rebuking error; faults; and for giving instruction for right living.   

    2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

 Being Busy 
    Busyness is one of the main causes of worry. 
We can fall into the trap of thinking that being 
busy will stop us from worrying. 
We say ‘I’m busy, but at least it keeps me out of 
trouble!’ while in reality, being busy can bring 
more worries, not less. We no longer have time to 
give to our family or friends. We find it difficult to 
stop and relax without feeling guilty. The guilt 
that we should be doing something to keep busy. 
At times of great busyness, when people were 
making demands on him, Jesus used to escape with 
his disciples to quiet places o that they could rest, 
shake off their worries and wind down. 
The invitation is open to us to do the same. 
 

“To thee, O God, we turn for peace...but grant us too 
the blessed assurance that nothing shall deprive us of that 
peace, neither ourselves, nor our foolish earthly desires, nor 
our wild longings, nor the anxious cravings of my heart.” 

Siren Kierkegaard 

Secure Investment 
Security is vitally important to us all. Security 

means money in the bank. It means friends who can be 
trusted with our secrets. It means locks on the doors 
and windows, or a good secure job with promotion 
prospects. 

There is nothing wrong with our need to feel se-
cure. But in the end our only real security we can have 
in life lies with God. 

Jesus told his followers that they could be com-
pletely certain and sure of God. Our money may be sto-
len and our friends and jobs may disappear, but God 
will not let us down. 

 

Jesus told his disciples: 

‘Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, 
where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and 
steal. 

Instead store up riches for yourselves in heaven, 
where moths and rust and robbers cannot destroy or 
steal. For your heart will always be where your true 
riches  are.’                                             Matt. 6: v 9-21 

*
 *

 *
 *

 *
 

Baptism:   Jesus said, “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples:  

                                        baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  

     August 
 

        22nd.  Leo William     son of   Holly and Steven Shane   of   Balloch 

Trust in Him at all times; ye people pour out your heart before Him. 

God is a refuge for us. 
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1st Condorrat Company 

The Boys’ Brigade                             
September 2021 

 

Hi Everyone! 
Welcome back to, what we hope will be a new 

start to all our everyday activities that we have been 
missing over the past 18 months. The 1st Condorrat 
Boys Brigade has been involved, and in regular con-
tact with the boys through the lockdown with our 
“online” Zoom meetings, this was mentioned early in 
the season, although not very well attended, at least 
we were there for the boys and their parents with al-
ternative programs and activities for the boys to take 
part in, those that did take part, enjoyed what was on 
offer and attended regularly. 

At the beginning of summer the Staff agreed 
(when Lockdown Regulations allowed) to take the 
Boys outdoors to Condorrat Rugby Park where we 
had received permission to use part of their land for 
our outdoor activities, allowing the Boys the freedom 
to run about playing games . This was a welcome at-
traction for our Company as the weather was kind 
instead of being stuck indoors in front of a computer. 

We intend, (regulations allowing), restarting our 
Companies activities at our normal starting time, first 
week in September  —Thursday 2nd September.         
There is a slight change of meetings for the Anchor 
Section, who will now join the rest of the Company 
on a Thursday evenings.  This arrangement will 
hopefully be helpful to all the boys in getting to know 
each other and the Staff. They will meet at their nor-
mal time, and at the close of their activities we shall 
all join together as a Company for a short service. 

 
Meeting Times for all Sections: 
     Anchor Section:     Thursdays,   6-30/7-30pm 
     Junior Section:       Thursdays,   7-15/9-00pm             
     Company Section:  Thursdays,   7-15/9-30pm 
      Senior Section:       Thursday,    7-15/9-30pm 
Please feel free to contact our Staff for further details. 
      Anchor Section……. Kris Tromans, 07554018417 
      Junior Section………Derek Russell, 07845768966 
      Coy/Senior Section…Jamie Porritt, 07860742720 

 

 Now, it is with a heavy heart that we announce      
the passing of one of our past BB Officers, 

 Lieutenant Thomas Smith 
Tom was one of the ‘old school’ brigade; always 

immaculately turned out and a true gentleman. He 
built up a great rapport with the Boys who in return, 
gave him the respect he deserved. Tom was a holder 
of the Queens Award and also was one of first to re-
ceive the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award, attending 
Buckingham to receive his Award from the Duke of 
Edinburgh. He was responsible in guiding our mem-
bers to achieve their goal in our Company. Many a 
week end was spent taking Boys to and fro on camp-
ing expeditions. On one occasion after taking posses-
sion of a new car, Tom then went to pick up the boys 
after a weekend camping expedition. On that particu-
lar day the weather was horrendous and the Boys, 
soaked and caked with mud, were amazed and de-
lighted to see that he had the whole inside of the car 
covered in sheets to allow the boys to feel comfortable 
and relaxed in his new car. That was Tom in his ele-
ment, always thinking about the Boys in his care and 
putting them first.  
 We offer our sincere condolences to  Helena, Alan, Stuart 
and their Families. 

 

Hugh Kinniburgh.  
The Boys and Staff offer our sincere condolences to 
Kay, David, Scott and Families of Hugh Kinniburgh 
who has passed away.  
Mr. Kinniburgh was Captain of the 1st Condorrat 
Company many years ago and helped lay a solid foun-
dation for the future officers and boys. 
 

                                                 Take care Everyone......  
                                             and Stay Safe,  

 
 

                          Andrew Eadie                                                        
                               (Company Captain) 

 

         Tel:  611 317   or  07748 537621                                                                                      
e-mail: weeandy222@gmail.com  

                                    
 
 

                       

The Girls’ Brigade 
 

         At present we have no definite plans as we are 
awaiting approval of our risk assessment from GB HQ.  
        We hope to start back on 7th September, but this is 
dependant on our risk assessment been approved. 

 Our meeting times however, have slightly changed 
to ‘fit-in’ with existing COVID guidelines: 

 

Explorers:      P1-3 -   6.15pm  till  7.15.  
Juniors:          P4-7 -   7.30pm  till  9.00. 
Brigaders:       S1-6 -   7.30pm  till  9.00. 
 

Different Sections will also require to use different  
entry and exit doors and this will be explained to the 
parents by email or phone. 

Thank you for your continuing support, 

Nicola Gilmore  (Captain)  

Parish News Issues   
 

In this fast moving modern world 

of the Internet and that of ‘Apps’ and 

you find that you do not want to receive 

the printed copy of ‘Parish News’ but 

prefer to read it ‘on-line’, you should  

inform those volunteers who make your 

delivery as soon as possible. This could 

help (perhaps) reduce the number of 

copies that are printed each month for 

members and affiliates. 

Ed. 

mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
mailto:Eadie-07748537621/weeandy222@gmail.com
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FAMILY DEVELOPMENT WORK/OUTREACH 
 

Over the Summer, Condorrat have had two out-

door, outreach worship services.  Our July one was 

called “Raise the Praise” and our August one was “Let 

Christ be our Light”.  Our July one was well attended 

even although we were still under restrictions of 2 me-

tre distancing, booking and track and trace.  We had 

the added novelty of using hula hoops to distance fam-

ily groups or individuals from each other.  A great 

time was had by all who attended on a beautiful Sum-

mer’s evening and it augured well for our August wor-

ship service.  Unfortunately, due to a variety of rea-

sons, our numbers were down on the July one even 

although there was little distancing due to restrictions 

being lifted and numbers attending were increased to 

allow as many folk to attend who wanted to.  

This, I have to say is disappointing considering 

the Radical Action Plan being currently debated within 

Glasgow Presbytery.  Both outdoor services were open 

to all although cited as an outreach, the intention was a 

congregational member would invite family members 

or friends and bring them along so they wouldn’t be 

alone and feel like a fish out of water.  Both services 

were enjoyed with, thankfully, dry weather and we 

had members of our own choir – now known as the 

“Singing Lights” to lead us in praise.  ‘Thanks’ must 

go to Mr Andy Eadie and Mr Ian McLean for musical 

accompaniment on both evenings.  The praise was of 

old and new with a two minute reflection based on 

scripture.  There was nothing arduous being asked of 

people and all who were there including a mother and 

daughter who dip in and out of church on a Sunday 

morning, thoroughly enjoyed being there and taking 

part in the choruses being sung. 

 Hard questions will be asked of many congre-

gations within Glasgow Presbytery (and other Presby-

teries throughout Scotland) in the next few years as the 

number of full-time ministers of Word and Sacrament 

decline year on year and less and less congregations 

are allowed to call a minister of their own.  Congrega-

tions are having to grasp the nettle of things which 

may be alien to them which is to embrace the digital 

age, find new ways of communicating to their parish 

and communities and to share the gospel in ways 

which are authentic.  The outdoor outreach services 

were just the beginning of what I hope will be a mov-

ing forward and moving out for Condorrat congrega-

tion into their parish and community.  Rest assured 

there will be a Christmas outdoor carol service.  Just 

wear hats, gloves, scarves and thermals!  One will 

warm up in no time through singing!  We may be able 

to provide hospitality by then too. 

Speaking of Glasgow Presbytery, I’ve been in-

vited onto a Facebook Support Chat group run by the 

Presbytery Children/Young People/Family Develop-

ment worker, Mrs Karen Wallace.  We’ve had a one to 

one chat on zoom and also a support chat group meet-

ing, also on zoom.  Glasgow Presbytery currently have 

the most MDS (Ministry Development Staff) in Scot-

land so I’m in among colleagues who understand my 

ministry. 

It feels good to be warmly welcomed by Presby-

tery in this way with Karen already giving me tons of 

good ideas and resources in which to build my minis-

try at Condorrat. 

“New Horizons Condorrat” will continue to 

meet together, probably on zoom for the most part, 

coming up with ideas and vision for the way ahead but 

these ideas are nothing without the congregation and 

Kirk Session fully participating, praying and advertis-

ing them.   

Please pray for all the work I’m doing as part of 

the congregation.  I’m not a one-man band and I’m 

only with you 50% of the time. 

Susan Boland 

For the young ones.. 
 

What can we offer to every little one? 
A lot of love; a guiding  hand; some fun; 

Some sympathy when childish things go wrong,  
And help that they may face life with a song. 

 
What can we teach our little ones to see? 
The beauty of each flower and every tree; 

The golden sunbeams stealing through dark places, 
And smiles that can be brought to peoples faces. 

 
What can we teach our little ones to hear? 
The sound of happy laughter ringing clear; 

The trilling notes when a garden bird rejoices. 
And kindly tones in many peoples voices. 

E.B. 

Giving 
These days many of us have elderly relatives at 

home or in care homes and while they may receive 
gifts and flowers, nothing can take the place of a 
personal visit and chat. 

 

When someone is alone, in hospital, house-
bound or just living alone the nicest thing we can 
do for them, and that which does most good in 
their lives, is to give of ones time and just visit 
them. 

A smiling face, a word of comfort, with a hug 
and a prayer, can make a world of differ-
ence........the personal touch. 

 

True Christian giving is not about money but 
the giving of ourselves.  

Sacrificial giving is using our precious time 
for the good of others and in God’s service. 

Wealthy people miss one of life’s greatest thrills 

— making the last car payment.             Anon. 
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RELYING ON  
              AN AUTOMATIC RETURN TO 
CHURCH 

 

There was a day when you could fairly 
safely assume that once young adults got mar-
ried and had a child, they would automatically 
come back to church.  Those days are gone or 
largely gone.  The average un-churched person 
doesn’t think about going to church anymore 
than the average Christian thinks about going to 
a Jewish synagogue or a mosque. It just doesn’t 
cross their mind  Having an exceptional next-
generation ministry that reaches out to the com-
munity is critical.  You can’t assume families will 
reach out to you, so you need to reach out to 
them. 

 

APPEALING TO PEOPLE  
                          OUT OF GUILT OR OBLIGATION 

 

The  number of people who feel guilty 
about not being in church on Sunday shrinks 
daily.  Ditto with the number of people who will 
serve at a church because they feel they should.  
Interestingly enough, Jesus never appealed to 
people out of guilt or obligation. He invited peo-
ple. The future church will as well. 

 

INAUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP 
 

People’s fake detectors are set at a higher 
level than ever.  In a culture that markets every-
thing to death, people are longing for authentic-
ity.  Fortunately, that’s at the heart of the Gos-
pel.  What has to die, of course, is the leader who 
acts like he or she has it all together: the plastic 
veneer we put on hoping nobody sees the real us. 
Well, none of us has it all together. And while 

there shouldn’t be any gaping unaddressed char-
acter holes in your life, letting people see the 
real you (even if it scares you) is essential.  
These days, letting people see you’re human is a 
prerequisite for ministry to fellow humans. 

 

A SELF-CENTRED MISSION 
 

You have to be careful not to make the 
mission about your church.  When your church 
has had a little success, it’s easy to become self-
centred.  The people you’re trying to reach 
aren’t interested in your church.  What they’re 
interested in (whether they realize it or not) is 
Jesus. And his mission.  Churches that are ob-
sessed about how big they are, how many pro-
grams they offer, and how much better they are 
than other churches have a limited shelf-life.  
The true mission isn’t about your church. It’s 
about THE church. THAT resonates. 

 

ASSUMING PEOPLE  
                KNOW WHAT THEIR NEXT STEP IS 
 

A decade ago, in a more churched culture, 
it was commonplace to assume that most people 
knew what they needed to do to become a Chris-
tian or to grow as a Christian.  That era is gone.  
Now the average un-churched person arrives 
knowing almost nothing about Christianity, 
what to do to become a Christian or how to 
grow as a Christian.  To understand how radi-
cally things have shifted, imagine you converted 
to Hinduism.  How would you know you’ve actu-
ally become a Hindu?  What’s your next step?  
Exactly.  Just remember that the next time a 
completely un-churched person begins to attend 
your church. 

This is an edited article by Carey Nieuwhof who is a Canadian motivational Christian pastor who 
founded the Connexus Church.  He is a former Lawyer who has been called by God to help not only his 
own congregation but Christian leaders and pastors across the world reach those who need to be reached 
by the Word of God.  His insights are many but below are just a few which resonated with me and, I 
hope, you too. 

Susan Boland 

Articles for Parish News are welcome from ALL the Congregation. 

 

 stay at home as much as possible 
           

 Keep 1 metres (3 ft) away from other people 
 

 wash your hands often and always as soon 
as you return home 

 

Stay safe, Protect others, Save lives. 
 

 always wear a face covering on public 
transport, shops and enclosed public spaces 

 

 self-isolate if you have any symptoms 
and book a test 

 

Coronavirus in Scotland 

https://careynieuwhof.com/2013/02/what-determines-your-true-potential-you-might-be-surprised/
https://careynieuwhof.com/2013/02/what-determines-your-true-potential-you-might-be-surprised/


Q: What do you get when you 

cross an elephant and a potato?                
A:   Mashed potato.  

 

Q: What kind of key can         
never unlock a door? 
A:    A monkey. 
 

Q: Why couldn’t Cinderella     
play soccer? 
A:    She kept running away from       
the ball. 
 

Q: What do you call a boom-     

erang that won’t come back? 
A:    A stick. 
     

Q: What’s a crocodile’s                
favourite game? 
A:    Snap! 
 

Q: Why was 6 afraid of 7? 
A:   Because 7 8 9!  


